
Alternative Gift Giving for Christmas 
 

Alternative Gift donation cards are the perfect way to remember 
family members, friends, neighbors, teachers, principals and any 
other special people in life.  Your gift ($5 minimum donation) will 
benefit the local and global missions of your choice: Hope       
Mission, Martha’s Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise, 
Broad Street Clinic, our Mission Partners overseas and many  
others. Share the spirit of 
Christmas by helping 
send blessings to those 
in need while honoring 
those near and dear to 
you. These cards will be 
available in the church 
office beginning Monday, 
November 27th and after 
Sunday worship services 
on December 3, 10 & 17. 

Family Promise 

Martha’s Mission 

Broad Street Clinic 

Hope Mission 

Habitat for Humanity 

… and Others 

Sunshine Band Performance Benefitting Hospice 
Monday, December 18, 7pm 

 

Join us in a delightful benefit performance by the Sunshine Band 
Monday, December 18, 7pm, in Westminster Hall. This event of 
holiday classics benefits Hospice of Carteret County. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Sunday, December 24 

 

11:00am - Together for One Family Service - Sanctuary:  
Christmas Eve morning, experience the scene of Jesus’ birth 
through a Children’s Nativity Pageant. The message of Jesus’ 
birth will come alive through a Living Nativity in which all children 
will be invited to participate. All ages will enjoy the wonder and 
excitement of the Christmas drama as it unfolds before our eyes 
through the Scripture, the Carols, and the joy of Christ alive in our 
children. 

7:30pm - Candlelight Communion Service – Sanctuary:  
The Word of God made flesh in Bethlehem long ago will be with 
us now in Word and Sacrament, filling us with grace and truth as 
we worship. The Voice of Christmas Calling us to Listen for the 
presence of the Savior will guide our spoken message, affirmed 
through the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and highlighted by 
the sharing of the light of Christ throughout the congregation.  

Advent and Christmas Calendar 
 

Wednesday, November 29  6pm Dinner/Advent Wreath-making 
Saturday, December 2   10am Advent Festival 
     4pm CES Concert 
Sunday, December 3  First Sunday of Advent  (commun) 
    4pm CES Concert 
Monday, December 4  10am Cart. Smart Start Christ. Party 
Wednesday, December 6 6pm Church-wide Christmas Dinner 
        with CES Ambassadors 
Saturday, December 9  11am MHC Christmas Parade with 
        First  Presbyterian Nativity Float 
Sunday, December 10  Second Sunday of Advent 
Wednesday, December 13 11am Preschool Christmas Pgm 
    7pm Community Worship Svc 
Saturday, December 16 Christmas Cheer Luncheon 
Sunday, December 17  Third Sunday of Advent 
    Christmas Cantata (8:30 and 11am) 
    5:30pm Youth Progressive Dinner 
Monday, December 18  7pm Sunshine Band Concert 
Sunday, December 24  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    11am Family Christmas Eve Svc 
    7:30pm Candlelight/Commun Svc 
Sunday, December 31  9:30am The Bridge Service 
    11am Sanctuary Worship 

Sing Joy to All the World!  
The Sanctuary Choir will present Sing 
Joy to All the World!  at the 8:30 and 
11:00 services on Sunday, December 
17. At 11:00, they will be accompanied 
by a string quartet, flute and trumpet. 
 Come Join us! 

New Year’s Eve Morning Services 
Sunday, December 31 

 

New Year’s Eve Morning Services - Join us at 9:30am in 
Westminster Hall for The Bridge - a contemporary worship 
service - to bring in the new year. Or, join us at 11am in the 
sanctuary for a traditional service. Feel free to dress casually to 
enjoy the life, laughter and joy of new beginnings. Bring your 
resolutions for the upcoming year to offer to the Lord.  

Do you hear the voice? Are you listening? The Word of 

the Lord is speaking to the Church of Christ, inviting 

God’s people to pause, pay attention, and ponder.  
 

While we await the celebration of Christmas, we also 

seek the presence of Christ already living and reigning 

in our hearts and world, and anticipate the final 

Kingdom he came to bring. That means the voice of the 

Spirit is whispering right now, offering messages of 

hope, encouragement, direction and revival. The breath 

of life that spoke creation into existence, brought life to 

a valley of dry bones, inspirited the prophets, excited the 

apostles at Pentecost, brought Reformation through the 

Protestant Church, and has led generations of faithful 

people to charter and build First Presbyterian, is still 

speaking even now to you and me and this community. 

What is the message Christ wants us to hear today? 
 

This season of Advent asks us, cries out for us to listen;  

and then we are  asked to respond with the awe and 

wonder, the energy and joy deserving of a King who has 

come.   
 

Shhh… the Lord is in his holy temple, in his lowly 

manger, in the sanctuary of our hearts. Let all the earth 

keep silence before him...and Listen. 
 

In the Love of Christ our Savior and Lord,   
 

Pastor Tim 

YOUTH MINISTRY in DECEMBER 
 

Our Sunday Night Youth Fellowship will meet December 3 & 
10, 5pm-6:30pm, for our “reBUILDING” projects. We are 
working on Christmas trees and snowmen - there’s painting, 
building, and something for everyone! 
 

December 17, 5:30-8:30pm, all youth (grades 6th-12th) will 
gather for our annual Progressive Dinner and Christmas Party. 
We will begin at the church at 5:30pm and head to our first 
house for appetizers. We will then progress to different houses 
for our Christmas Dinner and dessert.  Bring a wrapped gift for 
our exchange.   



Christmas Cheer Luncheon 
December 16, 2017 

 

What is Project Christmas Cheer? It is our community’s 
attempt to provide a meaningful Christmas to those in our area 
in need.  Individuals make application to Project Christmas 
Cheer for assistance in receiving gifts, food and other necessary 
items for their families. The applications are screened and 
assistance coordinated with other agencies. 
  
What Role Does Our Church Play? For 30 years, we 
have  focused our efforts on applicants who are senior citizens, 
often living alone without family support, who would otherwise 
have little or no Christmas celebration. This year, we will invite 
about 150 special friends to come for a delicious lunch, sing 
Christmas carols, listen to beautiful music, receive gifts, and 
enjoy warm fellowship and love. 
  
How Can You Help? Prepare food for the luncheon. We need 
nine cooked turkeys, dressing, gravy, sweet potatoes, collards, 
string beans, and cranberry sauce. We also need cakes for door 
prizes and small frozen turkeys or hams. They may be brought 
to the church any time before 10am, December 16. Sign-up 
sheets are outside the Meeting Room for people willing 
to     prepare food for the luncheon. 
  
Fill a Grocery Bag Full of Goodies: Everyone is asked to bring 

a bag of groceries by Sunday, December 10. We will 
need lots of canned foods, cereals, beans, crackers, 
rice, soups, canned fruits, boxed bread mixes, cake 
and icing mixes - all nonperishable foods. None of 
these items should be opened; and please do 
not bring glass containers. All kinds of paper items 
are also appreciated. Food is the primary request 
from these senior citizens. 

  
“Be an Elf”: An Elf is a person/family who shops for gifts 
requested by someone who will attend the luncheon. Gifts could 
be a sweater, bedroom slippers, or sometimes even a coat. We 
ask that people spend between  $40-$50  per guest. Please sign 
up on the sheet that is on the door by the Narthex and in 
Westminster Hall. 
  
It takes the whole congregation to make Christmas Cheer 
happen! We have lots of old friends who have come for many, 
many years and look forward to this event! Thank you for 
helping make this day so special. Your generous donations of 
gifts, canned/boxed foods, and money, will help make this 
luncheon a wonderful Christmas for someone! 

Join First Presbyterian in the Christmas Parade! 
Saturday, December 9, 11am 

 

We’re keeping Christ in Christmas! Members and friends are 
invited to hop on our Christmas Parade float and make a nativity 
scene, or walk alongside. If you want to participate, contact Tara, 
tcopeland@firstpresmhc.org. Meeting location to be announced. 

Advent Festival 
Come prepare your hearts 

for the arrival of the Messiah 
 

Join us in Westminster Hall  
 Saturday, December 2  

      You can drop in anytime 10am - 12pm.  
 

There will be Christ-centered crafts, an opportunity to 
participate in a missions project, lots of good food, and a special 
time for the Christmas story.  If you have any questions please 
contact Tara, tcopeland@firstpresmhc.org. 

 

Advent 
Sermon 
Series 

 

THE VOICE OF CHRISTMAS CALLING 
 

Advent is a season of both knowing and waiting. It reminds us 
Christ has already come, is coming this Christmas, and will 
come again to reign forever. How do we pause to embrace this 
mystery? By listening for the voices calling us into the wonder of 
Christmas. How will you respond when the voice calls:  

 
Awake   December 3    Isaiah 64:1-8 
Prepare December 10    Isaiah 40:1-11 
Testify  December 17   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Go  December 24   Isaiah 43:1-3a, 6-7 

Seeking the Peace of Christ in a Troubled World 
A Community Worship Experience 
 Wednesday, December 13, 7:00pm 

 

The joy of Christmas is experienced within a world filled with 
tragedy, hardship, and loss. We have witnessed the turmoil and 
pain caused by both natural and human disaster. We have 
personally experienced the gladness and sadness that exists 
within own aching hearts. People of faith, filled with sensitivity 
and compassion for others, so often yearn to reach out and let 
people know we stand with them in prayer and worship, seeking 
comfort and peace during this Christmas Season. 
 

Come join your heart and voice in care and prayer for those in 
our community and world who need the love and support of the 
Christian Community. 

Seek the Peace of Christ for others this Christmas! 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner 
Wednesday, December 6, 6pm 

  

Don’t miss this wonderful annual event when our church 
family celebrates the holiday season together!  Santa’s 
elves are preparing a wonderful dinner of pork roast, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, hot fruit, rolls, and dessert. 
We will be entertained by the Ambassadors of the 
Carolina East Singers after dinner.  

 

 Reservations due by 9am Monday, December 4.   

   Cost: $6 for adults; 5-10 for $3; under 5 is free. 

ADVENT WREATHS 
Special Church Family Event 
Wednesday, November 29, 6pm 

 

Join us in Westminster Hall for Wednesday 
dinner and Advent wreath-making for our home 
devotion times. Worship and singing the hymns of the season, 
will be part of this special evening. The cost for a wreath kit is 
$8. RSVP to the church office,  tcopeland@firstpresmhc.org or 
check 2nd event on the reservation card by Sunday, 11/26.  

Don’t forget to bring greenery to decorate 
your wreath and some to share. 
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