
 
 

Global Criteria: Biodiversity 

Strategic Intent: Direct and indirect biodiversity risks and opportunities are understood, 

and strategies to maintain or enhance it are established. 

Indicator: A biodiversity plan is implemented to preserve, restore and improve 

biodiversity on-farm and across the supply chain.  

Theory of change: The implementation of a well-developed biodiversity plan will help 

producers achieve the strategic intent for Biodiversity Global. The minimum elements 

include identifying the local biodiversity priorities, issues, and opportunities, establishing 

a baseline of existing biodiversity assets, and selecting best management practices that 

can protect and enhance critical biodiversity resources. Creating a benchmark of 

existing practices and priorities will help determine whether management changes have 

resulted in the desired outcomes. 

Minimum elements: Biodiversity is complex, difficult to measure, and varies by 

geographic regions. One biodiversity plan will not fit the requirements of all farms or 

supply chain members. However, biodiversity plans must include certain minimum 

elements to be considered effective. The following minimum elements shall be included 

in each biodiversity plan: 

1. Clearly stated objectives and biodiversity goals; 

2. Identify the area of impact from the operation, including direct land-use; 

waterways and wetlands within and connected to the operation area; and 

conservation areas within or connected to the production area; 

3. Identify the biodiversity components that are important to the operation (soil 

formation, biological control, pollination, water quality, habitat, protection from 

extreme weather events); 

4. Identify biodiversity practices measures that help drive management decisions 

that result in the desired outcomes; 

5. Develop a strategy for reporting or communicating biodiversity progress on at 

least a five-year cycle. 

The following elements should be included in a biodiversity plan:  

1. Prioritize measures that will have the greatest impact on the desired goal; 

2. Identify/establish the baseline biodiversity level where possible (benchmarking) 

using tools such as biodiversity maps developed by conservation organizations 

globally eg, http://biodiversitymapping.org/wordpress/index.php/amphibians/; 

3. Identify and map biodiversity assets and pressures within the geographical 

region such as local endangered or invasive species; habitat loss, restoration, or 

connectivity; or run-off to sediment-sensitive waterways; 

http://biodiversitymapping.org/wordpress/index.php/amphibians/


 
 

4. Engage stakeholders to create community knowledge for biodiversity 

conservation within a region (watershed or ecoregion scale); 

Response measures such as best management practices describe actions or practices 

that can mitigate pressures and improve biodiversity. There should be a clear link 

between best practice adoption and expected biodiversity outcome. Examples of 

response practices include the establishment of shelter belts, fencing livestock away 

from riparian zones and waterways, managing invasive species, maintaining indigenous 

species, erosion control, sediment retention, preservation of native vegetation, re-

establishment of native vegetation, habitat restoration, and maintaining wildlife 

corridors. Biodiversity plans are contextual, and should include existing government 

regulations and stakeholder indicators that may already be in place to protect 

biodiversity and encourage conservation in the region. Government regulations may 

include bans on deforestation or native grasslands conversions, or protections for 

threatened or endangered species. 

Examples of resources available for Biodiversity Plan development  

Bulletin of the IDF N° 488/ 2017: The IDF Guide on Biodiversity for the Dairy Sector 

https://store.fil-idf.org/product/bulletin-idf-n-488-2017-idf-guide-biodiversity-dairy-sector/ 

Farm Sustainability Assessment FSA 2.0 User Guide, 2015 (Sustainable Agriculture 

Initiative Platform) 

http://www.fsatool.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Implementation_FSA/FSA_OnFarm_User

Guide.pdf 

Biodiversity Mapping Tool: 

http://biodiversitymapping.org/wordpress/index.php/amphibians/ 

Australian Dairy Biodiversity Action Plan: http://biodiversity.dairyaustralia.com.au/#/ 

Dairying for Tomorrow Dairy Self-Assessment Tool (DairySAT), waterways and native 

vegetation section: http://www.dairysat.com.au/ 
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