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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

In the period 2008-2018, a total of 203,330

Kosovo citizens have left Kosovo and filed

asylum applications in the EU. On top of this,

141,330 Kosovo citizens were found to be

illegally present in the EU.

 

However, since 2016 Kosovo has marked a

significant decline in both number of asylum

applications and number of Kosovo citizens

found to be illegally present in the EU. 

 

Actually, 2018 has witnessed lowest numbers

ever in both categories.

 

Nevertheless, these data amount to 344,660

Kosovo citizens who decided to leave Kosovo

and search for a better life in the EU. In other

words, 1/5 of Kosovo population made a run

for a great escape. 

 

On top of this, these data don’t capture

additional substantive group of Kosovo

citizens who migrated to EU through legal

means, such as work permits.

 

 

 

1/5 of Kosovo population
made a run for a great
escape
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

Underlying causes that oblige Kosovo citizens

to leave their country lie in the citizen’s dismay

of political and economic conditions, coupled

with pessimistic view of Kosovo future.

 

According to the latest UNDP Public Pulse, 1/3

of Kosovo youth consider that Kosovo future

is on the wrong track. 

 

73.5% of youth have no or little confidence

that they will find a job in the next six months. 

 

48% of youth believe that it is unlikely that

political and economic situation will improve.

 

In this context, youth see migration as their

only alternative. 

 

58% of youth would likely or definitely

consider migrating in the next three years. By

contract only 17.9% would definitely not

consider migration as an option.

 

 

 

1/3 of Kosovo youth believe
that Kosovo is faced with
grim future
 
58% of youth would likely or
definitely consider leaving
Kosovo in the next three
years
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KOSOVO ASYLUM
APPLICATIONS IN
THE EU (2008-2018)

In the period 2008-2018, a total of 203,330

Kosovo citizens filed an asylum application in

the EU, out of which 171,695 were first time

applicants.

 

Main EU countries of destination where

Kosovo citizens filed asylum applications were:

Germany (69,060), Hungary (54,860), France

(38,400), Belgium (13,540) and Sweden

(10,630).

 

A notorious spike in asylum applications was

recorded in 2015, with 72,480 applicants, out

of which 66,885 were first time applicants.

 

Since then, Kosovo saw a largest decline in

total number of asylum applicants, from

72,480 in 2015, to 4,970 in 2018 – marking a

93% drop. By the same token, first time

applications dropped from 66,885 in 2015 to

3,300 in 2018.

 

 

 

In the period 2008-2018, a
total of 203,330 Kosovo
citizens filed an asylum
application in the EU
 
 
Main EU countries of
destination: Germany,
Hungary, France, Belgium
and Sweden.
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KOSOVO ASYLUM
APPLICATIONS IN
THE EU (2008-2018)
SOURCE: EUROSTAT
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KOSOVO NATIONALS
FOUND TO BE ILLEGALLY
PRESENT IN THE EU
(2008-2018)

In the period 2008-2018, a total of 141,330

Kosovo citizens were found to be illegally

present in the EU. This data doesn’t capture

2018 data for Croatia, Italy, Lithuania,

Netherlands and Romania – though there

impact will be marginal.

 

Main EU countries were Kosovo citizens were

found to be illegally present were: Germany

(46,600), Hungary (63,070), Austria (9,195)

and France (8,760).

 

2015 and 2016 marked a significant increase in

a number of Kosovo citizens found to be

illegally present in the EU. In 2015, 33,785

Kosovo citizens were found to be illegally

present in the EU. In 2016, 50,040 Kosovo

citizens were found to be illegally present in

the EU.

 

Since then, number of Kosovo citizens found

illegally present in the EU has declined to

second-lowest level ever recorded. In 2018,

4,205 Kosovo citizens were found to be

illegally present in the EU.

 

 

 

In the period 2008-2018, a
total of 141,330 Kosovo
citizens were found to be
illegally present in the EU
 
 
Main EU countries of
destination: Germany,
Hungary, Austria and France
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KOSOVO NATIONALS
FOUND TO BE ILLEGALLY
PRESENT IN THE EU
(2008-2018)
SOURCE: EUROSTAT
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THE GREAT
ESCAPE

Two set of data that we have analysed in this

research paint a dim picture.

 

Since 2008, a total of 203,330 Kosovo citizens

have left Kosovo and filed asylum applications

in the EU. On top of this, 141,330 Kosovo

citizens were found to be illegally present in

the EU.

 

These data amount to 344,660 Kosovo

citizens, or 1/5 of Kosovo population, who

decided to leave Kosovo and search for a

better life in the EU. Furthermore, this data

doesn’t capture Kosovo citizens who migrated

to EU through legal means, such as work

permits.

 

These data correlate strongly with EUROSTAT

data on Kosovo demographics*. In 2008,

Kosovo had 2,153,139 citizens. By 2018,

population dropped to 1,798,506 - a decrease

of 354,633 citizens, or 16.5% of Kosovo 2018

population.

 

 

 

During 2008-2018, 344,660
Kosovo citizens, or 1/5 of
Kosovo population, decided
to leave Kosovo and search
for a better life in the EU

*In 2010, Kosovo population data were estimates. In 2011 and 2015 there was a break in data, and data for 2014 are estimates.
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THE GREAT
ESCAPE
SOURCE: EUROSTAT
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THE GREAT
ESCAPE

Underlying causes for a decline of population

lie in the citizen’s dismay of political and

economic conditions, coupled with pessimistic

view of Kosovo future.

 

According to the latest UNDP Public Pulse, 1/3

of Kosovo youth consider that Kosovo future

is on the wrong track. By contrast only 9.5%

believe that Kosovo is moving in the right

direction.

 

73.5% of youth have no or little confidence

that they will find a job in the next six months.

48% of youth believe that it is unlikely that

political and economic situation will improve.

Youth perceived following biggest challenges

for living in Kosovo: lack of job opportunities,

(60.1%); poverty (49.3%), and

nepotism/corruption (43.0%).

 

In this light, youth see migration as their only

alternative. 58% of youth would likely or

definitely consider migrating in the next three

years. By contract only 17.9% would definitely

not consider migration as an option.

 

 

 

1/3 of Kosovo youth believe
that Kosovo is faced with
grim future
 
 
58% of youth would likely or
definitely consider leaving
Kosovo in the next three
years
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