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LIKE A MIRAGE IN THE DUSTY HAZE THAT SETTLES OVER THE AFRICAN

BUSH, STANDS AN ALMOST EXACT REPLICA OF ST. PETER’S BASILICA IN THE VATICAN

CITY. UPON ITS COMPLETION IN 1989, NOT ONLY DID THE LOOKALIKE STRUCTURE

‘BORROW’ THE DESIGN OF THE ROMAN RENAISSANCE DOME AND

ENCIRCLED PLAZA, BUT MEASURING IN AT 30,000 SQUARE METERS, IT EVEN TOOK

ST. PETER’S TITLE AS THE LARGEST CHURCH ON EARTH, SURPASSING THE GUINNESS WORLD

RECORD. OH, AND THE WHOLE THING IS TOTALLY EMPTY.
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Grab the chance to put throwback

photos that will get everyone nostalgic

and amused. Or, why not add new ones

to update the group with how

everyone's grown up?

A few things you should consider would

be the scope of your newsletter, the

means of gathering information, how

often issues will be published, how long

one issue will be, what kind of features

and content you want to add, and who

among your relatives can be

accountable for certain assignments.

Once you have these in place, decide

on the newsletter name and overall

theme.

WHEN GOING ON A HIKING TRIP, KEEPING
YOUR ENERGY LEVELS UP IS A MUST.
MOM'S OATMEAL BARS REALLY CAME IN
HANDY!

A BASILIQUE NOTRE-DAME DE LA PAIX DE
YAMOUSSOUKRO, ALSO KNOWN AS THE

“BASILICA OF THE BUSH”, IS THE ESTIMATED
$300 MILLION INDULGENCE OF PRESIDENT

FÉLIX HOUPHOUËT-BOIGNY,

O
W R I T T E N  B Y  A R A B E L L E  A L E J O
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 the Ivory Coast’s first President and third

longest-serving

leader in the world at the time of his death

(after

Fidel Castro and Kim Il-sung of Korea.)

Perhaps you see where this is going!

 Democrat or dictator (I’ll leave that

argument for a rainy day), President Félix

Houphouët-Boigny, the Ivory Coast’s first

President and third longest-serving leader

in the world at the time of his

death (after Fidel Castro and Kim Il-sung of

NorthKorea).

 

Perhaps you see where this is going!



Democrat or dictator

(I’ll leave that argument for a rainy day), Houphouët-Boigny was ruling a

country already in dire financial straits when he decided it would be a good

idea to build a luxurious Vatican clone in the outskirts of his hometown

of Yamoussoukro, surrounded by poverty.
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After importing 30

acres of marble from Italy and 23,000 square feet of contemporary

stained glass from France---

when asked about the details of the church’s financing, he simply replied 

 “a deal with God has been done”. 

(All 7000 seats are also individually air-conditioned).

The Basilica took

three years to build, headed by Lebanese architect, Pierre

Fakhoury, and an army of hard laborers who worked secretly both day and

night. When the Vatican got wind of its copycat design, Pope John Paul II

personally requested that the observatory crowning the dome be built

slightly lower than the height of St. Peter’s dome. The Ivorian President

complied, but then went ahead and topped his dome with a huge gold cross,

earning it yet another title of the tallest church in Christendom.
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Aerial View via Google Maps



(c)A Al-MamunAdd a subheading

In fact, the whole

thing is arguably one big empty and outrageous contradiction. Up to 18,000

people can worship in the basilica (7,000 seated, 11,000 standing) 

but 

in a nation where more than two thirds of its people aren’t even Christian, it

has a tough time filling just a few seats. A recent visitor to the Ivory Coast

said that there couldn’t have been more than three other people inside when

he toured the massive house of worship. Nevertheless, the basilica is

flaunted in the country’s tourism promotion. 

This (ever so slightly dated) tourism video shows 

the Basilique Notre-Dame de la Paix de Yamoussoukro 

alongside golf courses, hotels and casinos.

Link to Cote d’Ivoire-tourisme

https://youtu.be/9huAisBbsKI

In reality, seemingly misplaced in a barren and poverty-stricken landscape, what

was built to represent a country’s political and economic stability, is anything but

Perhaps hoping to immortalize himself and his presidency, during which time the

country briefly prospered following independence from France, Houphouët-Boigny

commissioned his portrait beside Jesus in one of the stained-glass panes inside

the basilica he called ‘the greatest church in the world’. But the President’s

legacy had lost its shine, the economic prosperity was short lived and

stability was fleeting. Less than a decade after the grand monument was

complete, the country was plunged into civil war.



While the people of Yamoussoukro are living in slums and struggling to survive,

there’s the basilica, an African Vatican towering over the horizon, waiting to 

air condition the bottoms of seven thousand people 

who will probably never come.

Source- Messy Nessy Chic


