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LILYWHITES PUT UP A GOOD SHOW IN CUP EXIT.  
 

The Lilywhites slipped out of the Herts. 
Senior Cup with a whole-hearted display at 
Tring Athletic on Tuesday evening. A goal 
in only the fourth minute, and two goals in 
the last three minutes of this tie subjected a 
much-changed Lilywhites side to an early 
exit from the County Cup. 
 
The score-line, however, was in no way a 
fair reflection of the Lilywhites’ 
performance.  Having fallen behind to a 
well-taken Max Mitchell goal so early in the 
game left the Lilywhites chasing the game 
which, apart from their poor start, they did 
a very good job of until their efforts left them 
exposed at the back, costing them the two 
additional goals that most would agree 
flattered the current leaders of the Spartan 
South Midlands League. 
 
Simon Riddle made no less than seven 
changes from the starting line-up against 
Stansted three days earlier, making the 
best use of his squad thanks to injuries and 
unavailability.  
 
In fairness to the hosts they started the 
game very well and deserved their early 
lead. Max Mitchell was a constant threat 
and might have added to his tally in the 
eighteenth minute when his fierce goal-
bound strike from just inside the penalty 
area, struck one of his own players.   
 
From this point though, the Lilywhites 
settled and had much the better of the 
remainder of the match. Cyrus Babaie, 
leading the line for the Lilywhites, was a 
constant threat, and had he not been forced 
out of the action with a niggling knee injury 
with half-an-hour remaining, the final 
outcome of this tie might easily have been 
different. 

For all their good play, however, the 
Lilywhites found it difficult to create many 
clear chances, and Charlie Mann in the 
home goal was rarely troubled.  He made a 
brave block at feet to deny Cyrus Babaie in 
the 26th minute and made good saves from 
Liam Mulligan and Connor Scully early in 
the second half. 
 
The positive attack-minded changes made 
in the second half around the hour mark 
saw Connor Bolton coming on for Connor 
Scully, Isaac Marfo-Jacobs replacing Cyrus 
Babaie and Jordan Halls replacing Blue 
Gallagher. 
 
Forced to throw more and more players 
forward in search of what would have been 
a well-deserved equaliser, the Lilywhites 
were always in danger of conceding a 
deciding goal on the break.  And, as so 
often happens, they did very late in the 
game, although the Lilywhites not only had 
a strong claim for offside that went 
unheeded, the second goal came from 
what appeared to be a dreadful two-footed 
lunge on ‘keeper Simon Dent. Such was 
their luck on the night!   
 
There were, however, many positives that 
came out of the game; all of the substitutes 
from the previous Saturday’s game were 
given plenty of game time, and all of them 
gave a good account of themselves.  Jack 
Gibbs in an unfamiliar left-back position, 
was outstanding and was adjudged to be 
the Hoddesdon Town man-of-the-match.  
 
The Lilywhites now have another Saturday 
free of competitive football on the 16th, but  
on the following Tuesday, 19th November, 
they are hosting Ilford with exactly a third of 
their League campaign now played.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Hoddesdon Town 12 11 19 
Simon Dent, Michael Elliott (C) Jack Gibbs, Jack Riddle, Jack Lee, Sam Cross, Liam 
Mulligan, Connor Scully, (Connor Bolton, 66), Cyrus Babaie (Isaac Marfo-Jacobs, 66), 
Joss Lillis, Blue Gallagher (Jordan Hall, 66),  
 
Unused subs: Chris Webb 
 

TRING ATHLETIC (1) 3    HODDESDON TOWN (0) 0 
Herts. Senior Cup, First Round  

Tuesday 12th November 2019 
 

 

    


