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LILYWHITES LOSE IN THE LOTTERY.  
 

The Lilywhites have now faced the top two 
teams in the SSMFL Premier Division, and 
on both occasions have given a good 
account of themselves without reward. 
They dominated possession against this 
side second in the table, and at times 
played some great football, but the hosts 
defended deep and restricted their visitors 
to just a handful of mainly half-chances.   
 
Simon Riddle made a few changes from the 
League game three days earlier, Sam 
Cross, Jack Riddle and Joss Lillis dropped 
to the bench, and neither Connor Bolton or 
Cyrus Babaie were available. Michael 
Elliott, Jordan Halls and Scott Hayes all 
came in to start.   
 
Despite the rain in days previous the pitch 
at Colney Heath was in excellent condition, 
and it meant both sides could knock the ball 
around with confidence. The home side’s 
approach was a little more direct, whilst the 
Lilywhites opted for a more patient, build-
up style of play. 
 
Playing down the slope in the first half, the 
Lilywhites managed to exert some early 
pressure. Inside the first minute a low cross 
whipped in from the left found the 
unmarked Isaac Marfo-Jacobs ten yards 
from goal, but the pace of the cross was 
such that he could only steer it over the 
crossbar. 
 
In the opening quarter of an hour, the 
Lilywhites had plenty of possession, but 
after that opening half-chance they only 
had one other effort on target to show for 
their efforts. The ball was crossed in from 
the right and no-one was able to dig the ball 
out to get a shot on target.  
 
For the best part of twenty-six minutes the 
home side had been content to soak up 
pressure without really troubling their 
visitors penalty area. However, on twenty-
six minutes, Danny May picked up the ball 

some thirty-five yards from goal, and hit a 
terrific strike that Simon Dent did well to 
palm over his crossbar. Two corners 
resulted from that piece of play, the second 
hit wastefully into the side netting.  
 
Around the thirty-minute mark the hosts 
were enjoying their best spell of the half, 
and three minutes after the May strike, a 
cross sent in from the left was defended 
with a glancing header. The ball then 
dropped to the feet of Dominic Knaggs 
fifteen yards out on the right, and from a 
promising position he smashed the ball 
across the Hoddesdon goal and wide of the 
left hand post. A big let-off for the 
Lilywhites.  
 
Six minutes from half time another chance 
fell the way of Isaac Marfo-Jacobs, this time 
it came from some great work by his 
colleagues winning the ball in the right-
hand corner. The ball was crossed towards 
the Colney Heath goal area, where the 
young striker rose well but could only put 
his header wide. 
 
Honours even at the break was a fair 
reflection of the first forty-five minutes, but 
the Lilywhites ought to have made more of 
their domination of possession.  
 
The second half got underway with neither 
side really grabbing hold of the game. Ten 
minutes into the half the home side enjoyed 
a minute or so of pressure in and around 
the Hoddesdon penalty area, and the 
visitors found themselves under siege until 
the ball was eventually cleared. 
 
As the half wore on, some of the home 
players started to get a little tetchy, and on 
the hour mark their skipper Spencer 
Clarke-Mardel was sent to the ‘sin bin’. The 
Lilywhites kept their cool as the 
temperature of the game rose a little, and in 
the sixty-sixth minute Danny May was also 
‘sin binned’. Down to nine men for what was 
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likely to be around five minutes, Colney 
Heath pulled everyone back behind the 
ball, and despite their best efforts the 
Lilywhites were unable to find their way 
through a packed defence.  
 
The two teams were back to parity for the 
final fifteen minutes, and both went in 
search of what was likely to be the winning 
goal. In the seventy-third minute Connor 
Scully drove in a great cross from the left, 
and Isaac Marfo-Jacobs saw his well-
directed header scrambled away. 
 
Twelve minutes from the end, Simon Riddle 
made two substitutions, Joss Lillis 
replacing Connor Scully and Jarvis Nutt 
coming on for Blue Gallagher.  
 
Joss Lillis came close to breaking the 
deadlock six minutes from the end of 
normal time, he picked up the ball with his 
back to goal fifteen yards out, but was 
under pressure when he turned and could 
only hit a tame effort at the ‘keeper.  
 
Sam Cross came on to replace Liam 
Mulligan three minutes into time added on, 
and there were another three minutes to 
negotiate before the Referee finally brought 
proceedings to an end. 

A change in Rules has now decreed that no 
extra time will be played, and so the result 
was decided by the lottery of the taking of 
penalties. After Scott Hayes and Jordan 
Halls put their kicks away, Joss Lillis 
scuffed his effort wide. Colney Heath 
scored their first three, but Simon Dent 
pulled off a save to level the scores when 
Isaac Marfo-Jacobs scored. Jack Gibbs 
and Jarvis were both successful as Colney 
Heath kept up the pressure with their 
successful kicks, but then ‘keeper Charlie 
May saved Jack Lee’s effort to put the 
home side through 6-5. The result was 
tough on the Lilywhites who perhaps 
deserved to go through with the way they 
had taken the game to their hosts. 
 
Plenty of good performances all round the 
field for the Lilywhites, it was a solid team 
performance but short of bite up front. The 
man-of-the-match award went to Jordan 
Halls, with Michael Elliott a very close 
second.   
 
The Lilywhites travel to the Mile End 
Stadium on Saturday 30th to face Sporting 
Bengal, and on Tuesday 3rd December they 
are at Walthamstow. Just one more home 
game for the First Team before January 4th, 
they host Hadley on December 7th.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Hoddesdon Town 26 11 19 
Simon Dent, Ollie Sharman, Jack Gibbs, Michael Elliott (C) Jack Lee, Scott Hayes, Liam 
Mulligan (Sam Cross, 90+3), Jordan Halls, Isaac Marfo-Jacobs, Connor Scully (Joss 
Lillis, 78), Blue Gallagher (Jarvis Nutt, 78)   
 
Unused sub: Jack Riddle. 
 


