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Little Baddow Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee Meeting - Wednesday 2nd May 2018 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies from Margaret 
John standing down from this committee as well as the Parish Council after 40 years of service. 
Welcome to members of the public - none attending 
 
Declarations of interest 
None declared 
 
Minutes of 20th March 
Approved 
 
Public Question Time 
No public questions 
 
Finance Report 
Nothing to report on finance 

Report on the Household Survey 
Thanks to Keith for all of his hard work on drafting the survey and analysis. 

Noted report and summary circulated prior to the meeting for review by the committee. Note 38% response 
rate. 
 
Housing 
Dichotomy - 84% think no need for housing but actually also indicated a demand of 23% needing housing in 
Little Baddow in next five years and if so, the type needed were bungalows and small houses. 
 
Community led housing is an area to explore. These are where the community decides what it wants. For 
example, the community could suggest certain housing and enlarge the village envelope on new land for 
small houses. In such circumstances, the community can control house numbers, types and density, gardens 
and hedging, although note that the dominant opinion on design in the survey was eclectic. Not aware of 
anyone adopting community led housing yet. Jane will be reviewing the details of these projects. City council 
interested / may support it. Would need to investigate how the application process works, e.g. could there be 
reserved items which could change. 
 
Demand for social/affordable housing is almost nil and noted that we may not have sufficient infrastructure 
for such housing (e.g. bus route and schools and shop etc). 
 
Public transport 
The survey noted that the bus service was not reliable - twice a day out and twice a day back - not at 
convenient times. The hypothetical other option will be discussed in due course once further details 
considered.  
 
Mobile phones and masts  
Responses from non residents (school parents) which were received late were not included in the results. 
Clear majority thought a mast should go where it would not spoil the view. Sports field was rejected. Take 
back to Parish Council. 
 
Speeding vehicles 
To be considered by a sub-committee of the parish council, e.g. village gates and importance of paths. 
 
Cycling  
This is a very controversial topic. Lots of concern about off road cycling in Heather Hills.  
 
Parking  
Specific locations were mentioned, i.e. north hill and paper mill lock. Evidence that any further development 
needs parking. 
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Pedestrians 
Feedback on footpath requirements on The Ridge. Also concern on Colam lane due to corners.  
 
Keith thought that a footpath on The Ridge was technically doable without boundary changes, but funding 
needs to be explored. In terms of the NP, could write of the need for a footpath for pedestrian access to 
infrastructure and why the village is of limited sustainability without a footpath. Ultimate decision would be of 
the Parish Council. 
 
Medical facilities 
Parish Assembly in contact with Dr Dollery at Danbury Medical Centre. 
 

VDS Policies 
All respondents thought the VDS policies are still valid. 
Only one with mixed reviews was street lighting. Some thought the street lighting was helpful. In the free text, 
some concerned about excessive lighting on houses causing light pollution.  
 
Policies specific to Little Baddow that are different to the city plan could include things like gates being set 
back from the road in order to allow space to park while gates are opened and house lighting (light pollution), 
fences, hedging. In relation to VDS - clear statements of what the village would prefer.  
 
Noted that gates are allowed on the boundary if less than 2m. If higher, need to apply for planning. If so 
could the NP require it to be set back from the road? 
 
Lighting on house name signs on the road cause glare when coming the other way which is blinding - could 
be raised as a safety issue and included in a design statement? 
 
May need to understand certain points further to make the points concrete in the NP. 
 

Key Community Assets 
What were the key community assets highlighted by the survey?  Pubs and the tea rooms. Consider marking 
certain assets as key community assets, e.g. if the landowner or pub ever wanted to sell - must offer it to the 
community first.  
 
St. Andrews rooms are owned by church.  Similarly, the history centre is owned by the URC church. Could 
also consider these? 
 

Planning of additional evidence gathering 
 
Additional evidence gathering now needed. Jane prepared an excel spreadsheet that was circulated prior to 
the meeting. This is based on the RCCE list per area of evidence we need.  
 
Agreed the following areas of responsibility for evidence gathering: 
 
Housing, land use and planning - Keith, Martyn and Danielle  
Natural environment - Ian and Paul 
Economy, employment and infrastructure – Tim 
Transport & getting around - Chris  
Heritage - Margaret and Jane 
Community facilities & wellbeing - Nic 

Plan to gather evidence from May until August and then review in October. 
 
Gather evidence on those topics and develop the vision. See if any gaps that need further evidence 
gathering. 
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Tick off what has been read and complete the excel table with information.  
 
RCCE document was provided to Keith who will circulate it by email but it is not go beyond this working 
group. Can use information in the final report. Will be useful for transport 
 
Community - Keith provided three responses to Nic 
 
Maps - can be done by hand and scan in/formalise in due course. 

 
Information items 
Ran through the timeline of project plan. 
 
Query on use of online surveys?  There was an online survey for the initial survey but not for the full one as 
seems that not that many online. 

Village publications 
Thanks to Margaret for putting something into the village publications every month. 
Publication next month? 
The headline results are available on the website. 
Anyone want to be involved in evidence gathering? 
 
Next Meeting 
Wednesday 30 May - 7.30 pm - Redholme 


