
 

 

Lifespan: 6- 10 years  

Average size:  18cm in length  

Average Weight: 30 grams 

General Information 
The budgerigar or budgie is a small parakeet from Australia. 
With its beautiful colours and markings and the ability to mimic 
words, the budgie is one of the most popular pet birds.  

Feeding 
They will require a good quality budgie seed mix. This will make 
up the main part of their diet. This should be available at all 
times. Millet can be offered as a source of fresh seed. Small 
amounts of greens such as dandelion leaves, romaine lettuce, 
kale or fresh spinach can be offered also.  

Budgies will require grit in their diet. A small pinch can be given to ensure that they are 
able to grind down the seed. Calcium provision such as a cuttlefish bone will also be an 
important supplement. Vitamin drops can also be added to the water to give further 
vitamins. An iodine block is also recommended for mineral consumption.  

Budgies can easily be provided with water by a water feeder.  Water can also be provided 
by a bowl on the floor but make sure that it is not positioned under any branches. Fresh 
water should be available constantly and changed daily.  

Housing  
Budgies can either be kept in outside aviaries or within the home. If kept outside, it is 
important to provide them with a warm inside sheltered area. If kept inside, there are a 
number of different styles and models of cage are available to meet personal preference 
and requirements.  Budgies are happy living on their own but extra time and attention will 
be required to keep them happy and stimulated.  

You can allow your budgie outside of the cage for exercise time. However, make sure that 
all windows and doors are shut and all dangerous items are put away. Your budgie should 
always be supervised when outside its cage.   

The cage should have at least two branches or perches. However, it is also important that 
there is space between the branches to allow the bird to fly. Using perch covers or pedi-
perches will help to keep nails and feet in good condition. You can also provide a bird bath 
to allow your budgie to bath and keep their feathers in good condition.  

The bottom of the cage should have either bird sand sheets or loose 
bird sand. Items which are not designed for caged birds often 
have toxins in them which can harm your bird. 

 
Maintenance  
Your budgie will require a dry, draught free home.  Bird 
sand sheets or bird sand should be used on the floor. All 
old food should be removed daily and budgie seed 
should be available constantly. Budgies will not eat 
the husk of the seed and it is important that this husk 
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is regularly removed from the top of its food bowl. If not, your budgie may not be able to 
get to the seed.  

Your budgie will need a full clean out at least once a week. This will ensure that their 
home is kept clean and dry. Their home should also be disinfected regularly using a pet 
safe disinfectant. This is to stop disease and keep your budgie in good health. 

Health  
It is important that your budgie is kept in good health. Any change in behaviour or 
condition needs to be looked at and veterinary treatment may be required.  A healthy 
budgie will have bright eyes, good feather condition, walk and fly normally and feeding 
and drinking regularly.   

Below is a table to show some common health problems which can affect budgies.  

Budgerigar Checklist...  
It is important that you have everything that your budgie will need to make sure that they 
stay happy and healthy. These items are listed below:  

✓ Appropriately sized cage 

✓ High- quality budgie seed 

✓ Grit 

✓ Millet spray  

✓ Cuttlefish bone  

✓ Bird sandpaper  

✓ Water feeder  

✓ Vitamin supplement 

✓ Seed bowl  

✓ Bird bath  

✓ Treats and toys  

✓ Plume spray  

The information on this Care Sheet is not a substitute for veterinary care. If you need additional
Information, please ask a member of staff or contact your veterinarian as appropriate.

Health Issue Symptoms and Causes Suggested Action 

Scaly face A grey encrustation that gradually 
spreads around the eyes and beak.  

Can be treated with topical treatment. 
However, in extreme cases, veterinary 
treatment will be required. 

Overgrown 
beak 

Overgrown beak due to bird not 
rubbing beak down. Some birds are 
prone to excessive beak growth. 

Provide cuttlefish bones to allow bird to 
wear its own beak away. May require 
beak trimming, available at 
Animaltastic. 

Respiratory 
disorder

Huddled over on perch, wheezing 
with open beak. 

Contact an animal veterinarian for 
antibiotic treatment.

Overgrown 
nails

Long claws due to not being worn 
down. 

Provide natural branches to wear down  
nails. Nail clipping available in store. 

Intestinal 
worms 

Decrease in weight and 
deterioration of body condition. 

Treat with an ivomec based spot on 
treatment available in store.


