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Brother Richard McDaniel of Sparta 
Chapter was elected to serve as Associ-
ate Grand Patron at the recent Grand 
Chapter session.  Brother Richard will 
be walking with Sister Carol Derry as 
they head toward 2019. 

Delegates elected Sister Margolita 
Rouse of Danville Chapter to serve as 
Associate Grand  Conductress.  Her 
emblem is the antique sewing machine 
and her fun emblem is the flamingo. 

Reaching Out to Our Communities 

Trading Trash Bags for Duffels 

Grand Escort Project for 2018 

Widows Sons Improve OES Home 

Dates for Area Schools 

At the recently completed Grand Chapter session, the members of Illinois voted to expand 

admission at the Eastern Star Home in Macon to include Master Masons who are not mem-

bers of the Order.  Brothers were first admitted to the Home in 2016. 

Enjoy these photos from recent activities of OES members around the state! 

around 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

     It is our pleasure to greet you as your 

Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand 

Patron of Illinois for 2018.  Thank you for 

your confidence in us, and your enthusi-

asm over our plans for this year.  We hope 

you enjoy this newsletter.  It has been 

prepared to provide more information on 

the many great things happening in Illi-

nois this year.  Look for another edition in 

the late spring or early summer. 

     As we head into this Season of Light, 

which is a holy and joyous time for the 

members of many faiths, we wish you and 

your family the best of the Holiday Sea-

son and every good thing in 2018.  We are 

always inspired by your generosity, your 

energy and your drive to help others in 

your communities and to benefit all of 

humankind! 

     May the Lord’s peace be with you, 

now and forever! 

 

Sister Janet and Brother Ed 

 

The 2016 decision of the Grand Chapter to 

allow the admission of Brothers into the 

Eastern Star Home has proven to be a very   

option for long term care.  The decision of 

the  Grand Chapter now provides what could 

be an attractive option for Master Masons. 

facility.  “We receive extremely good care, 

and our surroundings could not be any more 

ideal.” 

As a result, there was little discussion in 

October when the Grand Chapter voted to 

expand eligibility to Master Masons who are 

not members of the Order.  Due to the clos-

ing of the Masonic Home in Sullivan, Illi-

nois Freemasons have been seeking a quality 

Magazine, Facebook advertising, and word 

of mouth, has been approved by the Board of 

Governors.  A full-page advertisement was 

featured in the November issue of Illinois 

Freemasonry, and online ads are already 

causing the phones at the Grand Chapter 

office to ring.  The change will also be fea-

tured at Official Visits and Advance Nights 

throughout 2018. 

successful transition.  Since the 

first of the year, two Brothers 

have taken up residence in 

Macon, and everyone involved 

has spoken positively about the 

change.  “This is the Cadillac 

of homes,” said Brother Jim 

Leach of Illini Chapter, the 

newest male resident in the  

Grand Chapter officials have 

been working with Illinois 

Grand Master Brother Gregory 

Clark, a member of Felicity 

Chapter, to make sure that 

Master Masons are informed of 

this good news.  In addition, a 

new marketing campaign, tar-

geting Illinois Freemasonry  
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The newly selected logo 
for the Eastern Star 
Home at Macon. 

WGM & WGP with Grand Master of IL Rob Morris Chapter Trunk or Treat! 

LeRoy A members meet Honor Flight Meri Sanders collects quarters for diabetes. 



The Challenge 

Budget cuts have had a significant impact on 

school libraries in Illinois.  Many schools 

have NO librarian.  Funding for new books 

has been slashed.  Teachers are buying their 

own books for classroom libraries. 

How You Can Help 

Collect new books for students in Kinder-

garten through eighth grade, and donate 

them to local schools in your community.  

Contact Committee Chair Sister Megan 

Montgomery, of Hope Chapter, who is 

printing stickers to be placed in each book.  

She will be keeping track of the number of 

books donated. 

For a number of years, the members of the Widows Sons Masonic Riders Association have 

been regular visitors to the Eastern Star Home, taking the residents on rides and spreading 

cheer.  In 2017, the Widows Sons provided a new fire pit for use with the pavilion at the 

Home.  In the future, this fine group of gentlemen will be doing more work! 

In an effort to promote a greater focus on 

membership, Sister Janet has created a new 

Worthy Grand Matron’s Membership Hotline 

and has requested that the WM or WP of each 

chapter call her when the chapter receives a 

petition or initiates a new member. 

“Membership must be a priority,” Sister Janet 

said.  “I am confident we can attract new 

members by being active in our communities, 

and by working closely with our youth orders, 

encouraging them to become members.” 

Sister Janet promised to write to each member 

initiated in Illinois during her term of office.  

She is also encouraging chapters to appoint a 

“buddy” for new members, to encourage their 

continued activity.  She also reappointed Sister 

Jolene Keel, PGM and Brother Harlon Keel to 

chair the SWOT Team Committee on Member-

ship Retention and Growth. 

This year, there are more than 16,000 children in the Illinois child welfare sys-

tem.  Each year, 4,500 more are taken into protective custody.  In 2018, Sister 

Janet and Brother Ed want to show Illinois OES Karez 4 Kidz! Remember how great it feels to open a new 

book?  The feel of the pages…  The smell of 

the ink…  The excitement over reading a 

new story…  The Reaching Out to Our 

Communities Committee wants to make this 

thrill possible for more elementary students. 

Would you like to learn more about the 

changes in the work for 2018?  Just want to 

learn more about the ritual?  Four Area 

Schools have been scheduled for the mem-

bers of Illinois.  All of the schools begin at 

1:00 p.m., and a light lunch is available 

before the school.  Dates and locations are: 

Saturday, January 6 — Zeigler Chapter 

Saturday, January 20 — Elect Lady Chapter 

Saturday, January 27 — LaGrange Chapter 

Saturday, February 3 — Galesburg Chapter 

Join us for an afternoon of learning and 

fellowship! 

Each attendee at the 2018 Announcement 

Dinner at Grand Chapter found a folded 

trash bag on their chair.  As Sister Janet 

explained, foster children in Illinois move 

frequently from home to home, and often 

have nothing more than a trash bag in which 

to move their belongings.  “What goes in a 

trash bag?” Sister Janet asked.  “Trash.  

This is NOT the message we want to send to 

these vulnerable children.”  Illinois Karez 4 

Kidz is a 2018 program to address this situ-

ation. 

The goal of the project, chaired by Sister 

Becky Barker, of Yates City Chapter, is to 

donate new duffle bags, canvas laundry 

bags, backpacks or suitcases to foster care 

agencies across the state to be given to fos-

ter children.  Chapters can also donate kits 

of personal care items (toiletries, underwear, 

socks, etc.) for use by the kids. 

In order to jump start the effort, the Janet 

Schmidt Illinois Club pre-purchased 100 

duffle bags.  Attendees at the Announce-

ment Dinner were able to trade their trash 

bag and $10 for a brand new duffle.  All 100 

bags have now been purchased and donated 

— along with many more that are being 

provided by local chapters.   

Sister Becky Barker can help identify local 

foster care agencies for donations, and also 

wants to keep track of the number of duffels 

and personal care kits donated.  She can be 

reached at the following email address:  

iloeskarez4kidz@gmail.com.  Sister Janet 

hopes every chapter will support this im-

portant project. 

The 2018 Grand Escorts have been dubbed the Tin Soldiers by Sister Janet and Brother Ed.  

Beginning at the Christmas parties, the Tin Soldiers will be selling Joining Forces member-

ship cards for only $1 each.  100% of the proceeds will benefit Illinois Joining Forces, a non-

profit organization assisting Illinois veterans.  In addition, each card purchaser is eligible for a 

ten percent discount on purchases of $75 or more at Party City! 

In an effort to encourage more members to 

attend meetings, Sister Janet has updated the 

traditional dress code for Eastern Star meet-

ings.  First, women no longer need to wear 

only dresses to meetings.  Slacks are per-

fectly acceptable.  Second, and more im-

portant, if time does not allow you to 

change from work clothes before attending 

a meeting, feel free to attend in your work 

clothing.  Your attendance is more im-

portant than what you are wearing! 

On Saturday, October 28, an intrep-

id group of riders from the Masonic 

Riders Association known as the 

Widows Sons visited the Eastern 

Star Home to dedicate the new fire 

pit and patio next to the pavilion on 

the grounds of the Home.  The 

riders were welcomed by WGP 

Brother Ed Walker and Sister Jan 

Mann, President of the Board of 

Governors.  Thanks to the Widows 

Sons for their dedication to our 

residents and contributions to the 

Eastern Star Home! 

If you need suggestions on the types of 

books to donate, Sister Megan can help.  

She can be reached at the following address: 

meganmontgomery2004@hotmail.com 

Notable New Kids’ Books  

According to the Association of Library 

Services for Children, here are some notable 

new titles in 2017: 

Ada Lovelace, Poet of Science 

Coyote Moon 

The Great Pet Escape 

Full of Beans 

Frank and Lucky Get Schooled 

Juana and Lucas 


