
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This Month  

This month we will have a presentation by Paul 

Coleman on last year’s Solar Eclipse.   

Last Month 

We had some interesting presentations from John, 

Chris and Martin. We thank them all for their 

contributions. As we finished early we had time to 

have an enjoyable discussion amongst ourselves. 

Member’s News 

Our thoughts are with Chris Comer following the 

loss of his “best friend” Lizzie the dog who always 

accompanied him to our meetings. We hope to 

see Sid again as soon as the weather improves. 

Members are again reminded that the Society’s 

Annual Membership is due. It is £13.00 for Ordinary 

Membership and £10.50 for Seniors.  Please pay at 

the Registration Desk. Members are also asked to 

check at the Desk that their contact details are 

up to date.   
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European Astrofest 2016 

Frances attended Astrofest this year and reports 

that it was a great event as usual with many 
interesting talks and many trade stands. 

Astronomy Evening at the Ingrebourne Visitor’s 
Centre – Saturday March 12th   7Pm-9pm 

If you are available to attend this event either with 

equipment or to help with the presentation, please 

sign the list at the Registration Desk to let Barbara or 
Frances know before the end of tonight’s meeting. 

Rainham Hall and The Ursuline Girl’s School 

Presentations 

The National Trust at Rainham Hall have asked us to 

give a presentation on Friday April 15th between 

7pm – 9pm. Also the Ursuline Girl’s School has asked 

us to return having enjoyed our last visit. A date is 

yet to be arranged. Please let Barbara or Frances 
know if you think you may be able to help. 

Kerry has set up a Facebook page for the society. 

Search for Havering Astronomical Society to access 
it. We hope you will find it useful. Thank you Kerry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting ~ March 16th 

We will be having another Member’s Evening next month and if you would like to give a talk or 

presentation please let Frances or Barbara know. We will also be holding a raffle and hope you 

will all be able to contribute and take part.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT SKY 

Saturn: will best be seen on February 29th at 05:15 in Ophiuchus in the South southeast. Saturn will be low in 

the southern part of Ophiuchus and will appear as a yellow dot at mag.+0.5. It will be well worth viewing 

through a telescope as its rings are now very wide open. 

Mars: will best be seen also on February 29th at 05:20 in Libra in the South. At this time the apparent diameter 

of Mars increases to 8.5 arcseconds and its salmon pink dot appears brighter by half a magnitude at mag.+0.3. 

Mars will be at a high point of 18.5°and a dark sky will provide the best chance to view the bright north polar 

cap.   

Venus: will best be seen on March 1st about 30 minutes before sunrise in Capricornus low in the East southeast. 

Venus shines at a brilliant mag. -3.9 but despite this it may be a bit tricky to view in the morning sky. This is 

because it lies really close to the horizon as the Sun comes up.  

The Beehive Cluster (M44): can best be seen on March 1st from 22:00 in the centre of Cancer. This open cluster 

looks like a nebulous cloud in the centre of the inverted “Y” of Cancer. To locate it draw an imaginary line 

between Regulus in Leo and Castor in Gemini. M44 sits 4°south of the lines mid-point. 

Jupiter: will best be seen on March 8th at 00:30 in Leo in the South when it reaches opposition where it will be 

in the opposite part of the sky to the Sun. As such it will appear to be at its largest and brightest to us and will 

provide a great opportunity to view lots of detail on the planet’s surface including the Great Red Spot.   

 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

Rosetta’s lander faces eternal hibernation 

Silent since its last call to its mothership Rosetta seven months ago, the 
Philae lander is facing conditions on Comet 67P/Churyumov–Gerasimenko 
from which it is unlikely to recover.  Rosetta, which continues its scientific 
investigations at the comet until September before its own comet-landing 
finale, has in recent months been balancing science observations with 
flying dedicated trajectories optimised to listen out for Philae.  But the 
lander has remained silent since 9 July 2015. “The chances for Philae to 
contact our team at our lander control centre are unfortunately getting 
close to zero,” says Stephan Ulamec, Philae project manager. The fact that 
the lander had survived the multiple impacts during its historic landing on 
12 November 2014 and then the unfavourable environmental conditions, 
greatly exceeding the specifications of its various electronic components, 
was quite remarkable. The mission engineers think that failures of Philae’s 
transmitters and receivers are the most likely explanation for the irregular 
contacts last year, followed by continued silence into this year. Another 
difficulty that Philae may be facing is dust covering its solar panels, ejected 
by the comet during the active perihelion months, preventing the lander 
from powering up. It is worth noting that if Philae had remained at its 
original landing site of Agilkia, it would have likely overheated by March, 
ending any further operations.  “We are not sending commands anymore 
and it would be very surprising if we were to receive a signal again but we 
will keep Rosetta’s listening channel on until it is no longer possible due to 
power constraints as we move ever further from the Sun towards the end 
of the mission,” says Patrick Martin, ESA’s Rosetta mission manager. 
“Philae has been a tremendous challenge and for the lander teams to have 
achieved the science results that they have in the unexpected and difficult 
circumstances is something we can all be proud of. The combined 
achievements of Rosetta and Philae, rendezvousing with and landing on a 
comet, are historic high points in space exploration.”  

 

 

Young Astronomers 

For once it was a clear evening and Terry 

was able to train his telescope on 

numerous objects. Our youngest member 

Matthew (who we fondly call “The 

Professor”) along with Sam and Alexander 

had much to say and kept John busy with 

answering questions. 

 

 

Observing at South Weald 

A few members were able to do some 

observing of the crescent Moon and Orion on 

Sunday 14th before the clouds came over. Our 

next observing would have been Saturday 12th 

March but as we are going to be at the 

Ingrebourne Visitor’s Centre that evening it is 

hoped that members will attend there instead. 



 

 

  


