
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This Month   

We look forward to Martin and Chris showing us 

some more of their wonderful images and maybe  

a talk by Tony. We are grateful to them all for their 

efforts. 

Last Month 

John gave us an entertaining evening with his quiz 

which we all enjoyed. A big thank you to 

everyone who brought along nibbles, drink and 

items for the raffle. Liz brought a lovely cake for 

Frances’ birthday decorated with a rocket. 

Member’s News 

Terry is recovering well and has been out and 

about. He and Chris will be going on a long trip in 

February and we wish them a happy and 

rewarding holiday. 
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Annual Membership Fee 

 Members are kindly reminded that the Annual 

Membership fee is due this month. It is £13.00 for 

Ordinary Membership and £10.50 for Seniors. Please 

pay at the Registration Desk. Members are also 

asked to check at the Desk that their contact 

details are up to date. 

European Astrofest 2017 

AstroFest will return to London on 10th & 11th 

February 2017 at the Kensington Conference and 

Events Centre. See www.europeanastrofest.com for 

further details. 

Media Reporting. 

Interviews of Frances speaking about the Society 

have recently appeared in two local newspapers: 

The Romford Recorder and The Romford and 

Havering Post. If you missed them details of how to 

view them online are shown on the Society’s 

Facebook page.  

Next Meeting ~ February 15th 

Our next meeting will be another Member’s Evening and we hope that some more of our 

members will bring along contributions however short or long they may be. Please speak to 

Barbara or Frances if you can assist.                                                                                                                    

   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT SKY 

Mercury: can best be seen on January 19th at 07:20 low in Sagittarius in the Southeast. At this time 

Mercury’s greatest western elongation occurs and it will be separated from the Sun by 24.1°. It will 

also have brightened to mag.-0.1. Its visibility remains reasonably fair through to the end of the 

month.   

Saturn: can best be seen on January 31st at 06:30 low in Ophiuchus in the Southwest. Saturn is a 

morning object that barely emerges from the Sun’s glare. It appears like a yellowish mag.+0.5 star.  

Venus: can best be seen on February 1st at 18:00 in Pisces in the Southwest. Venus is an evening 

object at this time and at mag.-4.5 will be a magnificent sight. A 3inch or larger telescope may show 

subtle shading in the planet’s atmosphere 

Uranus: can also best be seen on February 1st at 18:45 in Pisces in the Southwest. At this time as the 

sky darkens Uranus will be at a reasonable altitude of 38°.  

Penumbral Lunar Eclipse: can best be seen between 22:34 on February 10th and 02:53 on February 

11th. This occurs when the Moon moves through the faint outer part of the Earth’s shadow. This type 

of eclipse is often mistaken for a normal full Moon. Greatest eclipse occurs at 00:45 when the Moon’s 

northern region will be shaded darker. 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

This New Tech Could Get Us To Mars In 72 Hours 

And now comes the latest idea: photonic propulsion, a concept explained 
by NASA scientist and University of California Physics Professor Philip 
Lubin. It basically makes use of a beam of light for propulsion, hence the 
name photonic propulsion, for photons or visible light particles. Lubin 
heads a team of scientists who has recently been given a $100,000 NASA 
Innovative Advanced Concepts (NIAC) grant to start planning and testing 
this photonic propulsion project that’s being called Directed Energy 
Propulsion for Interstellar Exploration or DEEP-IN. To make the plan work, 
a laser array first needs to be placed in the Earth’s orbit. This orbiting laser 
array will then be used to push a solar sail. Much like a normal sail that 
catches wind to propel water vessels, a solar sail works the same way. 
Instead of wind, however, it catches light, and uses this to propel a space-
bound probe, one that’s ideally ultralight (wafer-thin is how it’s being 
described), fuel-less, frictionless, and capable of travelling for a longer 
period of time at a speed that has so far been unattainable, 621 miles per 
second, or about 30% the speed of light. While the concept sounds pretty 
much like another science fiction movie plot, Lubin says it’s not that far-
fetched because we already have the technology. If successful, an 
unmanned probe using photonic propulsion is expected to reach Mars in 
only 3 days, while a manned craft will take about a month, four months 
faster than any normal spacecraft can do at this time. It’s a grand new 
idea, and it comes with a myriad of potential problems, of course. 
Primarily, there’s the challenge on how the probe would be able to 
decelerate when it reaches Mars. There’s also the certainty of 
encountering space debris and how to protect the craft from those. Then 
there’s ‘time dilation’, the concept that says that as one gets farther out in 
the universe, the slower time seems to pass. Plus, there’s also the matter 
of how we can beam the information back to Earth. All those problems 
aside, the idea that we have in our midst viable tech that can revolutionize 
space travel is quite an exciting one. Especially because it’s production is 
not expected to be at an exorbitant cost. By successfully making these 
solar sails, Mars will just be one among the many possible destinations. 

Young Astronomers 

 Alexander and family braved the 

elements and we had a very enjoyable 

evening discussing subjects such as 

Space Debris, Mars; what is needed to 

live there and many other space topics 

with all questions ably answered by 

John.   

 

 

 

Observing at South Weald 

The weather prevented our observing in 

January. The next favourable observing dates 

are Saturday February 4th from 7pm or Sunday 

February 5th if the weather is unsuitable on the 

Saturday. Kerry will post updates nearer the 

time on Facebook. 



 

 

  


