
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

This Month:   

We welcome Jerry Workman who will give us a 

presentation about “The Outer Planets”. 

 Last Month:  

Chris and Martin showed us some more of the 

wonderful images they take and how they 

achieve them. Also Tony let us hear the first part 

of the BBC radio drama about Patrick Moore. We 

are grateful for their contributions. 

Member’s News: 

Frances won’t be joining us this evening as she is 

unwell but we wish her better and hope to see 

her at our next meeting. 
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Amateur UK astronomer spots star that 

exploded 970million years ago 

AN amateur astronomer from Scotland has gained 

international recognition after spotting a star that 

exploded 970million years ago as part of a global 

space project. Alan Craggs 64, a retired oil worker 

from New Deer, Aberdeenshire reported the 

supernova, which predates the era of dinosaurs on 

Earth, to the scientists at the Australian National 

University (ANU) and is now among the select few 

who have discovered an exploding star. The father-

of-five said he has always had an interest in 

astronomy but was amazed to have gone down in 

“space history”. Mr. Craggs, is among hundreds of 

volunteers taking part in the Zooniverse Sighting 

Project. These citizen scientists inspect online images 

of the night sky taken by the SkyMapper Telescope 

in Australia and report anything unusual to the 

researchers. Mr. Craggs said: “I have submitted 

other potential finds but have yet to hear whether 

they were supernovae. It is a fantastic opportunity 

for amateurs to get involved and a nice feel to 

have your name go down in space history.” 

 

 

Starfest 2017 

Starfest 2017 takes place on Saturday 15th July at 

Chelmer Valley High School, Chelmsford. Events will 

include 6 guest astronomy speakers, a planetarium 

dome, displays, trade and art work stands, an 

astrophotography workshop, scale spacecraft 

Next Meeting ~ July 20th  

At our next meeting we will hopefully be welcoming Konrad Malin-Smith who will talk about 

“Light and Time”. There will also be a raffle and we hope that you will be able to contribute 

and take part. 

   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT SKY 

The Summer Triangle: is not a constellation but an asterism and its pattern consists of three bright stars in 

three separate constellations, Deneb in Cygnus, Vega in Lyra, and Altair in Aquila. At nightfall look for the 

brightest star in the eastern sky. That’s Vega, the brightest star in the constellation Lyra. Look to the lower left 

of Vega for another bright star; Deneb, the brightest in the constellation Cygnus and the third brightest in the 

Summer Triangle. An outstretched hand at an arm length approximates the distance from Vega to Deneb. Look 

to the lower right of Vega to locate the Summer Triangle’s second brightest star. That’s Altair, the brightest 

star in the constellation Aquila. A ruler held at an arm length fills the gap between these two stars. 

Neptune: can best be seen on June 30th at 01:22 BST in Aquarius low in the East Southeast. Neptune is slowly 

moving away from the Sun towards the morning sky however true darkness at this time is rare. On this date and 

time, it can be located 15 arcminutes east of mag. +6.2 star 81 Aquarii.  

Mercury: can also best be seen on 30th June at 22:10 BST in Gemini low in the Northwest. At the beginning of 

this month Mercury was a morning object but after Superior Conjunction occurs on the 21st it reappears in the 

evening sky. On this date and time look for it close to the horizon where it will be shining at mag.-1.1.   

Saturn: can best be seen on July 6th at 23:30 BST in Ophiuchus low in the South. Averaging 41 arcseconds in 

width and tilted 26 degrees to our line of sight, Saturn’s magnificent rings can be observed with a good pair of 

binoculars or a small telescope in spite of its low altitude. 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

Founder of SpaceX releases plan to colonize Mars 

 A trip to mars might not be that far off. SpaceX founder and CEO, Elon 
Musk, published his ideas for Mars colonization and it includes a lot of 
information about the science behind colonizing the planet. “It would be 
quite fun to be on Mars because you would have gravity that is about 37% 
of that of Earth,” Musk said.  Musk's plan is titled "Making Humanity a 
Multi-Planetary Species”, and documents his ideas for the potential 
inhabitation of the planet. Musk's Mars vision centres on a reusable 
rocket-and-spaceship combo named the Interplanetary Transport System, 
or ITS. Musk said the ITS rockets would launch the spaceships to Earth 
orbit, where they will wait until Earth and Mars align favourably.  They will 
depart once the two planets align.  Earth and Mars typically align once 
every 26 months. In his plan, Musk said during the window when Earth 
and Mars align, he envisions 1,000 or more ITS spaceships waiting in orbit.  
In his plan, Musk estimates that his vision could potentially get 1 million 
people to Mars within the next 40 to 100 years. Musk said the ITS' 
reusability is a key factor in making potential Mars colonization affordable. 
In his writings, Musk said the reusability could bring the price of a trip to 
Mars to $200,000 per person, from an estimated $10 billion using 
conventional spaceflight systems. Musk said success is far from 
guaranteed but ITS spaceships could begin flying to Mars about 10 years 
from now. "There is a huge amount of risk. It is going to cost a lot," Musk 
said in his writings. "There is a good chance we will not succeed, but we are 
going to do our best and try to make as much progress as possible.” Musk 
has put his Mars-colonization vision to paper, and you can read it for free. 
on New Space's website until July 5th. Musk says: ““In my view, publishing 
this paper provides not only an opportunity for the spacefaring community 
to read the SpaceX vision in print with all the charts in context, but also 
serves as a valuable archival reference for future studies and planning,” 

Young Astronomers 

 This meeting took place at Terry and 

Christine’s home where John spoke to 

the youngsters about the Solar System 

and answered their questions ably 

assisted by Terry and Liz. The next 

meeting will be at Frances’ home on 

Thursday 5th October. 

 

 

Observing at South Weald 

There will be no observing at South Weald 

again until September / October. However, 

the HAS Observing Group continues to meet 

at the Queens Theatre the first Wednesday of 

the month. Contact Kerry or Martin if you are 

interested.  



 

 

 

  


