
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This Month:   

We welcome back Dr Paul Whiting FRAS, who will 

talk in the first part of the evening about his 

experience of the recent Total Eclipse in the USA 

along with John and Liz. He will then talk to us 

about The History of Astronomy . 

Last Month:  

We had a most interesting talk by Paul Money 

about The Story of Voyager 1 and 2 followed by a 

lively question and answer session.  

Member’s News: 

Members are reminded that Bill has now updated 

the Society’s website and if you haven’t viewed it 

recently please take a moment to have a look. 

Kerry also updates and posts on the Society’s 

Facebook page with news. Both facilities are 

ideal ways of keeping in touch in between our 

monthly meetings. 
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HAS Observing events at South Weald Country Park 

Frances and Barbara have had a meeting with the 

organiser of Public Events at South Weald Country Park 

to clarify the conditions of our Society’s use of the 

facility for observing evenings. They were advised that 

we cannot invite the public to any of our viewings 

without a member of Park Staff present. Paid at a rate 

of £30 per hour; two hours of observing including 

setting up/closing down would cost £60. Public viewings 

would have to take place at the Visitor Centre site. 

They propose a trial public viewing session in the new 

year and we will give them a couple of dates in 2018. 

They will advertise it for us and charge people a small 

fee that should cover the cost of staff for that viewing. 

The maximum number of members of the public is 25. 

The Visitor Centre will be open but the cafe closed, so 

people will need to bring their own drinks. The idea is 

that if it is clouded out/raining, the session would still 

go ahead but will be an indoor event. HAS member only 

observing evenings will be as before but we will also be 

allowed to use the Visitor Centre site (very open, no 

close-by trees) and will need to let them know by email 

the dates when HAS members are viewing. This will be 

discussed with the membership at the earliest 

opportunity. 

Next Meeting ~ November 15th  

We will be welcoming Nik Szymanek who will show us more of his amazing images and 

explaining how he took them. 

   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT SKY 

Uranus: can be best seen on October 19th at 01:00 BST in Pisces in the South. Uranus reaches opposition at this 

time and so will be visible all through the night. It will shine at mag.+5.7 and through a telescope will present a 

small 3.7 arcsecond disc. The planets distinct green colour will be evident even through small telescopes or 

binoculars.  

The Orionid Meteor Shower: can best be seen between October 21st to 23rd at 01:00 BST radiating from 

Northern Orion in the South east. The 3% waxing Moon at this time should allow ideal viewing of this shower if 

conditions allow. These meteors are tiny pieces of Halley’s comet vaporising in Earth’s atmosphere and usually 

have a zenithal hourly rate (ZHR) of 20 meteors per hour. 

Neptune: can best be seen on November 1st at 20:20 GMT in Aquarius in the South. Neptune is an evening 

object and well positioned all month. At Mag.+7.9 you will need binoculars at least to view it close to Lambda 

(λ) Aquarii. A telescope will be needed to view its blue 2.3 arcsecond disc.   

Venus: can best be seen on November 13th at 06:45 GMT low in Virgo in the East -southeast. Venus is a morning 

object rising approximately 90 minutes before the Sun and can be found just 16 arcminutes from mag.-1.5 

Jupiter. At this time a telescope will show a 10.4 arcsecond disc which will be 96% lit.  

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

Converted Russian ballistic missile fires into space with 
satellite  

A decommissioned missile originally built in Russia to deliver nuclear 
weapons to intercontinental targets in the United States vaulted out of a 
vertical canister on Friday and fired into space with a European satellite 
to monitor global air pollution. The 95-foot-tall Rockot booster took off 
from the Plesetsk Cosmodrome in northern Russia with a torrent of 
420,000 pounds of thrust from its four liquid-fueled main engines. The 
Sentinel 5P satellite enshrouded atop the Rockot is set to begin a seven-
year mission measuring atmospheric chemistry, helping produce daily air 
quality alerts over every major city on Earth, and feeding data into an 
archive that will help scientists, governments and companies conduct 
climate research and respond to emergencies. Assembled in Britain with 
a significant Dutch contribution, the Sentinel 5 Precursor satellite will 
measure greenhouse gases with unrivaled precision, mapping 
atmospheric chemistry in city-sized blocks to help tell policymakers and 
scientists how air pollution changes day-to-day. The $284 million mission 
joins a growing fleet of European environmental sentinels launched since 
2014 under the umbrella of the Copernicus program, a flagship initiative 
led by the European Commission, the EU’s executive arm, in partnership 
with the European Space Agency. Sentinel 5P’s spacecraft bus and the 
Tropomi spectrometer instrument were built by Airbus subsidiaries in the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands. The Sentinel fleet is the largest, 
and most costly, Earth observation program of its kind, but officials report 
higher-than-anticipated usage of Copernicus data to date, even with only 
a partially-complete satellite constellation. ESA and the European 
Commission will distribute data from Sentinel 5P globally free of charge, 
keeping with the Copernicus program’s open data policy. The 
measurements will help make more accurate air quality forecasts for 
cities around the world, and provide valuable data inputs in climate 
models and climate change research. Sentinel 5P should begin full 
operations in about six months, officials said. 

Young Astronomers 

 Because of sickness some of our 

members were unable to attend. 

However, Alexander and Sam enjoyed 

seeing John’s photos of the US Total 

Eclipse and then viewing the Moon and 

pointing out constellations. 

 

 

Observing at South Weald 

The October dates for observing at 

South Weald will be advised during 

the meeting this evening. 



 

 

 

 

  




