
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This Month   

This evening we welocme Paul Money who will 
amaze us with his Images Mark 6. We really 
appreciate him coming all the way from 
Lincolnshire to speak to us and we wish him a 
safe journey home. 

Last Month 

We enjoyed a number of contributions from 
members of the Society and especially thank 
Kerry for her continued work on the Facebook 
page that she has set up for the Society. 

Members News 

John is on holiday in America this month and 

Terry is touring Italy in his campervan.   

Programme for The Year 

Please take one along with the Newsletter, 
situated by the Register. There are also some 
copies of the Society Directory available as well. 
We would like to thank John Bowling for taking 
the time to produce it for us.  
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Havering Fun Palace, Queens Theatre, 

Saturday 1st October, 2pm-5pm 

The Society will be taking part in this event and 
would like some of our members to help with 
telescopes, literature and any interactive items 
that may encourage people to become involved in 
astronomy. Frances will have a life size effigy of 
an astronaut and blow up planets to hang up. 
There will be other groups involved in the event, 
particularly in the arts and science, and it will be 
a fun event for all the family. If you are able to 
help please can you let either Barbara or Frances 
know or Kerry via the Society Facebook page. 

National Trust – Dark Sky Sites for London  

The National Trust have a number of accredited 
Dark Sky sites including some in London and the 
South East. For further information, see the link 
below 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/stargazing-in-

london-and-the-south-east 

 

Next Meeting ~ October 19
th

 

Next month Dr Paul Whiting will be giving us a talk on Gravity Waves.  

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/stargazing-in-london-and-the-south-east
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/stargazing-in-london-and-the-south-east


 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT SKY 

Andromeda Galaxy (M31): can be seen during September from 22:00 BST in the East two thirds of the way up 
from the horizon to zenith situated to the left and above the Square of Pegasus. Although M31 is often quoted as 
being the most distant object visible to the naked eye, when it comes to observing this galaxy large binoculars or 
a small telescope will deliver more memorable views. 

Mercury:  can best be seen on 29th September at 06:00 BST in Leo, low in the Southeast. Having spent the first 
half of September in the evening sky, Mercury now becomes a morning object reaching greatest western 
elongation on the 28th and is thus brighter and easier to see. It will be found at 33 arcminutes from mag. +4.0 
Sigma Leonis in Leo   

Draconid Meteor Shower: can best be seen on 8th October from sunset onwards and, while it is not necessary 
to look in a particular direction to see the shower, astronomers suggest locating the Draco the Dragon's two 
brightest stars, Eltanin and Rastaban. The meteor shower seems to emerge from the dragon’s head, just lie 
down on the ground and look directly above and you are bound to see some meteors. 

Uranus: can best be seen on 15th October at 20:30 BST in Pisces 25°high in the South. Uranus will be in 
opposition which means that the planet will be at its best for the year. It will shine at mag. +5.7 with a 3.7 arc 
second disc. Small telescopes will be sufficient to see Uranus’s beautiful bluish green colour whilst larger 
telescopes may be able to pick out its brightest moons; Oberon and Titania. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

China grows wine in space to beat harsh climate 

China has flown vines into Earth orbit to experiment with the vines’ 
resistance to drought and cold weather.  China launched Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Pinot Noir vines into space on a rocket 
during its mid-autumn festival celebrations on 15th September.   

The young vines were on board China’s new ‘space palace’, the 
Tiangong-2 laboratory, which was originally set for blast off in 2015 
and is part of China’s manned space programme. Chinese scientists 
hope that growing the vines in space for a short time will trigger 
mutations that may make the plants more suitable for the harsh 
climate in some of the China’s emerging vineyard regions. In 
particular, scientists want to see whether genetic mutations in 
space make the vines more resistant to cold, drought and some 
viruses. Chinese growers in some areas, such as Ningxia, have to 
bury their vines in winter to protect them from freezing 
temperatures. The vines came from a nursery based in 
Ningxia’s Helan Mountain East region, one of China’s most 
renowned quality wine regions. The nursery is owned by the 
Chenggong Group, which has been importing vines from France’s 
Mercier Group since 2013. 

 In October, China will send two male astronauts to Tiangong-2 via 
the Shenzhou 11 spaceflight to perform research for 30 days, 
according to China National Space Administration. When the vines 
return to Earth, they will be compared to a control group in the 
Ningxia nursery. 

 

 

Young Astronomers 

We had a lovely clear evening with 

Philip showing us the Moon, Saturn 

and Mars through the 8” telescope 

after which John talked us through 

the news from the Juno spacecraft 

which is in orbit around Jupiter as 

well as answering questions about 

Mars. We meet again on October 6th 

 

Observing at South Weald 

After a cloudy start we were able to view 

Saturn, Mars the Moon as well as Mizar 

and Alcor double stars and the Andromeda 

galaxy. Thanks to all who attended 

especially Kerry whose car battery failed 

and it was very late before she got home 

with her children. Next month’s observing 

dates are Saturday 8th or Sunday 9th 

October. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.decanterchina.com/en/news/ningxia-announces-wine-classification-system


 

 

 

 

 

  


