
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

This Month:   

We welcome back Paul Money, who will talk to us 

about “Voyager 1”. We always enjoy his talks and 

appreciate his travelling all the way from Lincoln . 

Last Month:  

We were delighted to welcome back Konrad 

Malin-Smith for his belated Anniversary 

Presentation on “Light and Time” which we 

enjoyed immensely.  

Member’s News: 

We hope our members had an enjoyable 

Summer and are looking forward to the darker 

evenings ahead. 

Liz, John and Frances all travelled separately to 

the USA last month to view the total solar eclipse. 

We look forward to hearing them speak about 

their respective journeys and experiences. 
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Photographing the Universe 

Is a free Royal Astronomical Society public lecture 

on Tue 10th October at 6pm given by Dr Marek 

Kukula the Public Astronomer, Royal Observatory 

Greenwich who is a judge on the Insight Astronomy 

Photographer of the Year competition and the 

curator of Visions of the Universe, a major exhibition 

on the history of astrophotography, held at Royal 

Museums Greenwich. For tickets see 

https://www.ras.org.uk/events-and-

meetings/public-lectures 

Havering Astronomical Society Website 

Bill Wood has now taken over the management of 

the Society website and is currently in the process of 

updating it. Among some of the new features that 

he is hoping to include are sections on “how to” 

guides, book reviews and hyperlinks to various 

organisations and agencies. If you have any 

suggestions, please let him know. We would like to 

take this opportunity to thank Nik and Shirley for 

hosting and managing the website for many years. 

Next Meeting ~ October 18th  

We will be welcoming back Dr Paul Whiting who will give us a talk on The History of Astronomy 
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NIGHT SKY 

Jupiter: can best be seen on 22nd September at 19:20 BST in Virgo low in the sky in the West -southwest. 

Jupiter will be located in the evening twilight close to the horizon just after sunset. However, it will shine at its 

minimum brightness of mag.-1.5 and, with a thin waxing crescent Moon 5°above and to the left of the planet, 

viewing may be difficult. 

Uranus: can best be seen on 30th September at 02:20 BST in Pisces in the South. Uranus is well placed and 

reaches its highest point in the sky in darkness all month. Its mag. +5.7 and approximately 1° north of mag. +4.3 

Omicron(ο) Piscium.   

Conjunction of Venus and Mars: can best be seen on 5th October at 04:55 BST in Leo low in the East. Venus at 

mag -3.9 and Mars at mag 1.8 will share the same right ascension, with Venus passing 0°13' to the north of Mars. 

The pair will be close enough to fit within the field of view of a telescope, but will also be visible to the naked 

eye or through a pair of binoculars. However, the pair will be difficult to observe as they will appear no higher 

than 16° above the horizon before fading from view as dawn breaks at around 06:49 BST. 

Draconid Meteor Shower: can best be seen on 8th October just before nightfall 19:30 BST in Draco. Unlike other 

meteor showers, the best time to view the Draconids is just after the Sun sets and right before nightfall. This is 

because, the Draconids’ radiant point, the point in the sky where the meteor shower seems to come from, is 

highest in the sky during dusk. 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

helps with 

refreshments. 

Spaceflight News 

Wakened from its latest hibernation, New Horizons may 
visit additional Kuiper Belt Objects  

Newly awakened from a five-month hibernation, NASA’s New Horizons 
spacecraft may visit a third Kuiper Belt Object (KBO) after flying by 2014 
MU69 on Jan. 1st 2019. Mission scientists at the Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory received confirmation from NASA’s Deep Space 
Network in Madrid that the probe exited hibernation mode on Monday, 
Sept. 11th. For the next three months, the mission operations team will 
conduct checks of the spacecraft’s science instruments and data collection 
activities. New Horizons is now 3.6 billion miles from Earth where radio 
signals take approximately 5 hours, 24 minutes each way between Earth 
and the probe. This most recent hibernation was the first since the 
spacecraft flew by Pluto in July 2015 and sent back all the data it collected 
on the Pluto system for the next 16 months. The spacecraft is now about 
369 million miles or four times the Earth-Sun distance, from its second 
target. Using its Long Range Reconnaissance Imager (LORRI), New Horizons 
will observe numerous KBOs, including several dwarf planets, as well as 
centaurs; objects that appear to be hybrids of asteroids and comets, from 
a distance during the next few months. Additionally, it will study gas, dust, 
and radiation in the environment as it travels through the Kuiper Belt. New 
software will be uploaded to the probe’s computers in October in 
preparation for the MU69 flyby while the mission operations and science 
teams will plan the details of the probe’s trajectory. A course correction 
manoeuvre aimed at setting the exact flyby time will be conducted on Dec. 
9th 2017. Fuel saved during the MU69 encounter could be used to send 
New Horizons to a third KBO, a move that would require yet another 
mission extension. In 2016, NASA approved an extended mission for the 
MU69 flyby through the year 2021. Approval of another mission extension 
will also provide more opportunities for New Horizons to continue its 
distant observations of KBOs, dwarf planets, and centaurs. The probe will 
be put into another hibernation period on Dec. 22nd 2017, during which it 
will remain until June 4th 2018, when it will be woken up in preparation for 
the MU69 encounter, which will officially begin in August 2018. 

Young Astronomers 

 The next meeting will be at 

Frances’ home on Thursday 5th 

October. 

 

 

Observing at South Weald 

The September dates for observing at 

South Weald will be advised during 

the meeting this evening. 



 

 

 

 

  




