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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.
(Esaias 9:6)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,
hath shined the light of knowledge upon the world;

for thereby they that worshipped the stars
were instructed by a star to worship Thee,

the Sun of Righteousness,
And to know Thee, the Dayspring from on high.

O Lord, glory be to Thee.

Troparion of the Nativity of Christ, fourth tone.

Today the Virgin giveth birth to Him
Who is transcendent in essence;

and the earth offereth a cave to Him
Who is unapproachable.

Angels with shepherds give glory;
with a star the Magi do journey;

for our sake a young Child is born,
Who is pre-eternal God.

Contakion of the Nativity of Christ, third tone,
the hymn revealed to Saint Romanus the Melodist

by the all-holy Theotokos
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FROM THE FATHERS
 “THE YOUNG have not yet perfect understanding, and have 
need to be led forward by those who have advanced to a more per-
fect state, therefore when He [Christ] arrived at twelve years, He 
was obedient to his parents, to show that whatever is made perfect 
by progressing, before it arrives at that end profitably embraces 
obedience, as leading unto good.”

Saint Gregory of Nyssa, + c. 395 A.D.

 “WE ARE ENJOINED to receive the kingdom of God, that is, 
the doctrine of the Gospel, as a little child, because as a child, when 
he is taught, does not contradict his teachers, nor put together rea-
sonings and words against them, but receives with faith what they 
teach, and obeys them with awe, so we also are to receive the word 
of the Lord with simple obedience and without any gainsaying.” 

Ven. Bede of Jarrow, + 735 A.D. 

 “IT WILL BE ENOUGH if you take care to instruct your 
children in the fear of God, instil them with an Orthodox under-
standing, and by teaching them to be faithful, you protect them 
from reasoning foreign to the teachings of the Orthodox Church.  
The good that you sow in the hearts of your children while they 
are young will blossom forth in their hearts when they come to full 
maturity, after enduring the bitter trials of school and contempo-
rary life, which often break off the branches of a good Christian 
upbringing in the home.”

Ven. Ambrose of Optina, + 1891 A.D.
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The Memory of the Holy Infants, 
slain by Herod in Bethlehem

 HEROD, seeing that he had been mocked by the Magi, was 
exceedingly angry.  Whom was he angry with?  Both the Magi, who 
had mocked him, and also with the New-Born King of the Jews.  
He was angry with the Magi because they had not returned to him 
and had not informed him about the Child.  He was angry with 
Christ, fearing that his kingdom would be taken away from him, 
for he considered that Christ desired to reign over a worldly king-
dom, not knowing that the Kingdom of Christ is not of this world.  

 So what did wretched Herod do, not being able to appre-
hend the Magi because they had left, nor being able to kill Christ, 
not having found Him?  His wrath poured forth on the innocent 
infants.  Like a ferocious beast when it is wounded and does not 
see that it has been wounded by none other than itself, nonethe-
less when something happens to come into sight it seizes it, it rages 
and tears at it as if it were the one who had caused the wound.  So 
Herod, wounded by anger, and not finding those who had caused 
the wound, seizes and slays the infants, who had in no way caused 
him grief.  He sent soldiers, fully armed as if going into battle, to 
kill all the children in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two 
years old and under, according to the time that he had ascertained 
from the Magi.

 Because of this, some say that the birth of Christ was 
two years previous to the slaying of the infants.  So George Ke-
drenos [an eleventh century Byzantine historian - transl.] writes: “after two 
years Herod slew the infants.”  But it seems that it was not that 
way.  Given that Herod understood when the star appeared, hav-
ing been told by the Magi, then, according to the commentaries 
of St John Chrysostom and St Theophylact, the star appeared a 
long time before the Nativity of Christ.  How long before?  Maybe 
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it was at the very time of the Annunciation, and it would be nine 
months from the Annunciation to the Theotokos until the Nativ-
ity of Christ.  Then the arrival of the Magi in Jerusalem might well 
have been the very day of the Nativity and before the immaculate 
purification of the Theotokos.  They would have worshipped Christ 
in Bethlehem, and left to make their journey to their own country 
by another way, without Herod knowing that he had been mocked, 
but still thinking they had not found the one they sought and were 
therefore ashamed to appear before him again on account of this 
failure. Rather than that, expressing amusement, they had gone 
off secretly, and it was he that was shamed.  Then forty days passed 
for the purification of the glorious Theotokos in the Temple of Sol-
omon.  Simeon the Elder and Anna the Prophetess bear witness to 
Christ, and many of the people are thus evangelized.  Then it was 
that Herod perceived that he had been mocked of the Magi, for ev-
eryone in all Jerusalem at the time of the immaculate purification 
and the meeting of the Lord in the Temple heard of what had come 
to pass, and King Herod was among them.  And Herod reasoned 
that actually the Child had been found, and that the “evil” report in 
the words of the Magi concerning the New-Born King had not been 
false.  That they had found Him in Bethlehem and not returned to 
him, because they recognized His authority. He was roused to an 
unspeakable, blackguardly wrath.  Through secretive contrivances 
and craftinesses he sought to find the Child.  Many worked assidu-
ously on account of much money being offered, but it proved im-
possible to find the One Who after the purification had fled into 
Egypt.  And the time Herod expended in his concern to find Christ 
even extended to a whole year.  Then he was required to make a 
journey to Rome, to Cæsar, because of some necessity, and he was 
extremely grieved that he had not found the Child he sought, fear-
ing that if He were not found He would be hailed as king among 
the people and the kingdom of Judea would be wrested from him.  
Therefore the idea lodged in his mind that he would kill all the 
children in Bethlehem, so that the One born king would be killed 
with them.  And he implemented this lawless act of infanticide a 
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year after the Nativity of Christ on 29th December, from whence 
derives the Church’s commemoration of their veneration on that 
day.  Thus from the time of the appearance of the star a year and 
nine months had elapsed.  Thus it was that children of two years 
old and younger were slain, and this was done from fear and from 
the likelihood of an increase of danger.  So Saint Chrysostom says: 
Do not marvel that Herod ordered the slaying of the infants from 
two years old and under, because within the persecutor fear and 
fury had taken hold of him.  For that reason he was exceedingly 
fearful, and from the plenitude of dangers involved in allowing a 
greater delay he appointed the slaying.   St Euthymius agrees with 
this, saying: Herod considered that it was not simultaneously 
with the Magi that the star appeared, but that the star appeared 
a considerable time earlier than the birth of the Child, wherefore 
the danger was great and to take the time into account he or-
dered [the slaying of] two-year-olds.
 The infants were slain is various ways: some were cut down 
with the sword, some were dashed against rocks or walls, some 
were struck against the ground and trampled under foot, some 
were strangled by hand, and others torn in pieces and lacerated, 
some pierced through, some cut in half, to the anguished laments 
of the mothers.  And even unto the heavens their great wailing as-
cended, as they tore their hair and their clothes from them and tore 
at their flesh, and thus was that spoken by Jeremias the Prophet 
fulfilled, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, because they are not (Matt. 2:18).  
Rama was a town so named because of its elevated position, and it 
stood within the portion of the tribe of Benjamin.   Bethlehem was 
called Rachel’s by some, because Rachel, the wife of the Patriarch 
Jacob, the mother of Benjamin, was buried there.  From having 
the grave of Rachel, Bethlehem adopted Rachel’s name.  Thus when 
in Rachel, that is in Bethlehem, the infants were horribly slain, 
then in the town of Rama, which was not far from Bethlehem, the 
voice of lamentation, weeping and great mourning was heard, the 
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mothers weeping over their slain children. The two saints John, 
Chrysostom and Damascene, write about their lamentation.  The 
first of these proclaims the following: Beholding these mothers, I 
ask the murderers: For what reason do you slay our children?  
What offence did they cause the king or you?  And will it be that 
any will answer to them for this needless killing?  Will it be that 
any will comfort them in their great lamentation?  And they cried 
out to the soldiers: Have mercy on us, O men, have mercy on us? 
Can it be that you did not have mothers?  Do you not have wives? 
Are you not ashamed to see our bosoms and breasts laid bare?  
Are you not beloved of your mothers?  Do you not fear, lest the 
same befall your own children?  Have mercy on us, O men, do not 
deprive us of our children, but rather kill us first, for we cannot 
bear to witness the death of our children; it pierces us through.  If 
our children did you some evil, then let us accept death with them.    

This and like things they said from the hurt in their hearts and 
from their sorrow, unashamed by their clothing, which should 
have covered their breasts, being torn asunder, their cheeks be-
ing  clawed, their hair dishevelled, bringing heaven to heed, cry-
ing out to God: Why this great ferocity of the king’s?  O Master, 
our Lord!   Thine own creature rises up in opposition.  Thou didst 
create him, and yet he murders.  Thou didst grant him children, 
and he deprives us.  Why have we borne those of the male sex, 
only for such a bitter death to befall our children?”  
 The other Saint John [Damascene] speaks thus: Regarding 
the slain infants, I am attentive to the mothers who endured the 
pain of birth-giving, and are now given over to the direst afflic-
tion, raising their hands into the air, their hair dishevelled, their 
heads besmirched with dust, calling heaven to witness, pouring 
forth tears, calling upon Herod who is inattentive, and saying 
such as this: What is this new indictment against us, O king?  Are 
you not a father to your children?  Do you not know how much 
children are loved by their parents?  Did the star afflict you?  Why 
then do you not direct your fire against heaven, rather than dry 
up the milk-bearing sources, our breasts?  Did the Magi do you 
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wrong?  Why then do you not make war upon Persia, rather than 
make Bethlehem bereft of children?  If a new king has been born, 
- and we have received evidence of that from the Scriptures, - 
then take hold of Gabriel, and thrust him into prison!
 After the slaying of the holy infants, who numbered four-
teen thousand, swiftly God’s punishment fell upon the murderer 
himself, Herod the King.  The end of his life was indeed bitter, as is 
recorded by St Theophylact in this way: With fever, torment of the 
bowels, itching, swelling of the feet, rotting of the private parts, 
breeding of worms, difficulty in breathing, trembling and spasms 
in every member, he cast off his evil soul.
 It is also recorded that the slaying of the Bethlehem infants 
did not satisfy him, and that at his demise from among the citizens 
of Jerusalem a multitude of the most prominent and most hon-
ourable people were given over to death. Hircana, the Jewish High 
Priest, and all the chief priests and scribes of the people, whom he 
had asked where Christ was to be born [Translator’s note: the name of the 
High Priest mentioned here is probably a mistake, as Hircana lived about a generation 
before the Birth of Christ], for they had told him, In Bethlehem of Judea, 
and consequently they were beheaded with the sword. 
 All this was in accordance with the righteous judgment of 
God, for along with Herod all those who had sought to accomplish 
the slaughter of the Child Who had been born, ended their course 
evilly together with Herod, as the Angel told Joseph in Egypt: For 
they are dead which sought the young Child’s soul (Matt. 2:20).  
Behold, not only was Herod alone seized, but all his counsellors, 
the high priests and scribes; nor did Herod die alone but all those 
with him that sought the young Child’s soul perished as well.  He 
[Herod] was slain by God, and all they were killed by Herod.   For 
from him whom they had fawned upon, from him also they ac-
cepted a murderous death.  All these had conspired to kill Christ, 
and had schemed with Herod, yet it is apparent also, according to 
the record of Saint Epiphanius, that one, the Righteous Simeon, 
the Elder, the God-receiver, bore witness to Christ in the Temple 
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before all the people, for it would not be granted him to die nor to 
be buried, until this had been granted to that holy man, that wise 
teacher, that insightful prophet, to that elder most revered by all.
 Even the death of the holy prophet Zacharias was brought 
about [by Herod], because when the All-pure Virgin entered the 
Temple with the Child, he placed her in the place for the virgins, 
where it was not permitted for women who had husbands to stand.  

This is commemorated by Saints Gregory of Nyssa, Cyril of Alex-
andria and Andrew of Crete.  And when the scribes and the Phari-
sees, seeing this, began to be indignant, Zacharias withstood them, 
confessing that this Mother was a pure virgin even after childbirth.  
They did not give credence to what the saint said, namely that the 
nature of man with everything else created is the work of his Cre-
ator, and is held in the all-powerful hands of Him, Who made cre-
ation as He desired to create it, Who disposed that a virgin should 
give birth, and even after childbirth should remain a virgin, and 
for that reason, he said, that this Mother should not be excluded 
from the place reserved for the virgins, since she is a true Virgin.  

Thereupon the hearts of the scribes swelled with passion against 
Zacharias, as though he were a manifest transgressor of the Law, 
and they became passionately enraged about two things: that the 
Mother of the Child was allowed in the place for the virgins, and 
that the Child was granted such attestation.  This was not con-
cealed from Herod, but the time of the flight of Joseph and Mary 
into Egypt was only known to him later, and in searching for the 
Child he did not apprehend Him.  For these causes he was exceed-
ingly wroth with Saint Zacharias as well as with the Elder Simeon.  

Simeon, who soon reposed, was not permitted an honourable buri-
al, and Zacharias later departed, Herod having ordered his death, 
because at the time of the slaughter of the infants, when Zacharias 
was priest, his son John was not given over to the slaughter.  He 
himself was killed between the temple and the altar by the scribes 
and Pharisees, who arranged this because of his testimony con-
cerning the All-pure Virgin and allowing her to be in the virgins’ 
place.  On account of the murder it was a fitting end that Herod the 
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king himself received, for with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again (Matt. 7:2).

 Furthermore, Herod cut down seventy of the wisest men, 
members of the assembly called the Sanhedrin, with only one of 
them left alive, and that one was blinded by order.  There were also 
at that time in Jerusalem two of the most wise and most renowned 
men, beloved of all as teachers, Judas who is called  Auritheus and 
Matthias Gargulotheus [Probably mistransciptions for those better known in 

English as  “Judas son of Sepphoraeus and Matthias son of Margalus” - transl.], they 
and certain of their friends were burned alive.  Before this, he also 
instigated a purge within his own household, his brother Pheror 
[Phasael?], and Salome his sister and her husband, he being of the 
tribe of David, were put to death, as was his wife Mariam, also of 
the house of David, and the son born of her, Antipater, and two 
other sons, Aristobulus and Alexander, and indeed many others, 
who were innocent, were given over to death. [N.B. Herod reportedly had 
ten wives, and some of the relationships here may be confused, but, not being Jewish 
himself and thus feeling insecure in his position, he had married wives of the line of 
David, and then fearful that the sons might take his kingdom he had them slain - transl.]

 Finally, having overturned in his accursed soul the com-
mandments, he commanded his most trusted soldiers from among 
the finest of the Jewish men, those who were most closely bound 
to him, that when his soul departed from him, they should slay 
all his prisoners, so that the Jews should not rejoice at his death 
but rather mourn, seeing how many of their own people were now 
dead.
 So the evil one perished evilly amid great unrest, and many 
perished along with him.  Thus also did he settle in Hades with 
those of like mind with him.  The holy infants, however, are estab-
lished in the Heavens with the Angels.  Indeed of such little chil-
dren is the Kingdom of Heaven in Christ Jesus our Lord, to Him be 
glory unto the ages. Amen.

Translated from the Trinity Orthodox Russian Calendar for 1988, 
Jordanville, New York
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Concerning the Religious 
Upbringing of Children

Archpriest Sergei Schukin

 Introductory note:  From 1949 until 1952, when he emi-
grated to Canada, Fr Sergei Schukin was the priest of the now 
closed ROCA Parish of St Nicolas in Bradford, Yorkshire.

Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread,
will he give him a stone?  (Matt. 7:9).

 ONE of the greatest good things in a person’s life is health 
and happiness in childhood.  We all know that precious memo-
ries of our childhood nourish and warm us throughout our life.  
People who did not have a joyous and happy childhood can in no 
way make up for this; all their life they feel the lack which darkens 
their spirit.  We often meet people who did not have a happy child-
hood: orphans who never knew the kindnesses and love of parents, 
step-sons and step-daughters whose souls have been distressed as 
a consequence of bad domestic circumstances; those born out of 
wedlock cast out into the care of other people. A mark of the bad 
and painful memories of their unhappy childhood always remains 
upon them.
 Such an indelible imprint remains on the soul of a person, 
who did not experience a religious childhood.   It may be that out-
wardly this is unnoticeable, yet in his deepest well-springs, in all 
his spiritual dispositions, one senses such a deficiency.  It is mani-
fest as a consequence of the fact that the parents and teachers did 
not impart what is important to the infant soul, illumining spiri-
tual impressions, which light up both the soul of the child and all 
the world around him.  The soul of a child is unusually receptive to 
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every religious impression.  A child is involuntarily drawn to every-
thing that imparts to him beauty and gives meaning to the world 
which he still does not comprehend. Take this from a child, and his 
soul loses its lustre and its inner substance; the child is left in an 
empty world with only his petty day-to-day interests.  What hap-
pens here is the same as what happens physically with the child 
if he is brought up in a gloomy, damp basement, deprived of sun-
light.  The child will grow pallid and sickly, lacking strength and joy 
in his under-developed body.  In both instances, the guilt for the 
lack of development and the sickliness (both the spiritual and the 
physical) lies with the parents.  They, instead of giving their child 
bread, have given him a stone.

 Regardless of the difficulties of our emigré life, we, the Or-
thodox, have a tremendous advantage in comparison with our 
compatriots in the Soviet Union: our children may receive a reli-
gious upbringing.  There religious parents risk being summoned 
to court and being deprived of their children, if they are striving to 
bring them up as Orthodox.  Here, in America, no one disturbs the 
family bringing their child up in the Faith of the Fathers.  Children 
may openly, and not secretly, listen to teaching about God and 
about Christ; without fear of being mocked or intimidated, they 
may attend the church of God and participate in the Orthodox ser-
vices.  Millions of the Orthodox in Russia can only dream of such 
possibilities for their children.  [Of course, the situation has changed radically 
since Fr Sergei wrote this piece, and it appears to be approaching a complete reversal, 
but this only makes his teaching for parents in the West more compelling.  Our efforts 
to bring up our children as faithful Orthodox Christians are no longer supported in any 
way by society around us, the educational system, commerce or the media, rather the 
opposite, and so the responsibility of parents in this regard is even more crucial - transl.]
 

 But do all the parents in the emigration realize their great 
responsibility for the religious upbringing of their children?  And 
do many of them know how to bring up their children in an Or-
thodox spirit?  One cannot but grieve over those parents who are 
apathetic with regard to the religious upbringing of their children.  
Even if they themselves did not receive a religious upbringing, 
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they must nonetheless understand this gives them no excuse for 
depriving their children of a spiritual foundation.
 Parents must understand that the Christian religion lays 
the foundation for his moral make-up in the soul of a child.  Even 
should life change, or even if his childhood faith should be com-
pletely destroyed, in the soul of that person there will remain an 
indelible imprint, and therein there will be preserved a firm moral 
foundation. The luminous impressions of childhood will remain 
throughout his life, often without our consciously recognizing it, 
they will continue to nourish us and safeguard us from evil.  It is 
not for nothing that godless administrations fight against the reli-
gious upbringing of children!
 It can happen that a tempestuous youth apparently de-
stroys all the religious faith that was laid up in infancy. A person 
goes away from God and from the Church, apparently without any 
hope of their returning.  God does not abandon such a person, now 
and again knocking at his heart.  And when the time comes for that 
person to progress from faith only in himself, when life shows him 
his limitations, then he will begin to reflect deeply on the questions 
of life and death.  Then the forgotten impression of childhood and 
religious instruction will take on a new significance.  The soul will 
turn again to God.  So it is that the holy memories from childhood 
years save the soul of a man.
 Parents and teachers who do not take into account the im-
portance of religious upbringing in the earliest childhood years 
make a very grave mistake.  What else, with potency and influence, 

can replace those impressions which are bound up with religion: 
the church services, the pure childhood prayers, the festive cele-
brations, and the sorrowful days of the Great Lent?  [Many children today 

have never even been to a lenten service, because parents stick to a Sunday-mornings-

only regime! - ed.]  Those parents who not apply themselves to the reli-
gious upbringing of their children face a responsibility!  Sometime 
later they will be bitterly grieved by this, but it will be too late.

To be continued with “Upbringing and Formation.” 
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BOOK  REVIEW

THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
edited ~ Nick Needham

Christian Focus Publications, 2017

 THERE is much to like about this book. Indeed, any struc-
tured system to help us read the Fathers regularly should be wel-
comed by all Orthodox Christians. In the tradition of many Protes-
tant organized daily scripture readings, The Early Church Fathers 
is a very attractive book in many ways. Each day of the year (even 
29 February!) has its own page, with an introductory topic sen-
tence, a verse from Scripture and a good-sized quotation from one 
of the Fathers. Orthodox readers will be grateful that the transla-
tion used is the King James Version and that Old Testament refer-
ences are according to the Septuagint. 

 The editor, Dr. Nick Needham, is both a Baptist Minister and 
an academic – lecturing in Church History at Highland Theological 
College in Scotland. From a Protestant perspective Dr. Needham 
is unusual in recognizing the central importance of the writings of 
the Church Fathers in the history of Christian thought. The Patris-
tic extracts appear to follow no lectionary order but, rather, are a 
very personal choice springing from the editor’s reading, research, 
study and spiritual journey of many years. He writes: I’ve chosen 
passages which express the basics of early Church belief about the 
nature of theology, the mystery of the Trinity, and Christ’s person 
and work.
 However, there are a few passages which can be seen to be 
specifically chosen for the day indicated. The page given over to 
25th December is clearly related to the Great Feast of our Saviour’s 
Nativity ~ under the heading Love Came down at Christmas (un-
attributed to Christina Rossetti!) is the scriptural verse for the day, 
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In this was manifested the love of God towards us, because that 
God sent His only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through Him (1 John 4:9). The Father for all the days in December 
is Saint Athanasius the Great, and there follows an extract from his 
glorious work, On the Incarnation of the Word (8:1-3). 
 I do have a couple of quibbles. Because of the pocket-size 
of the book – which is welcome – and the lengths of the Patris-
tic quotations – which are equally welcome – the size of the text 
can sometimes be a little daunting. Further it took this (admitted-
ly, rather slow) reader a little while to navigate the system. Each 
month is allocated a Father – Saint John Chrysostom (January), 
Saint Irenæus of Lyons (February) and so on – and these alloca-
tions are listed early in the Introduction. Additionally, each month 
begins with a brief essay on the ‘saint of the month,’ indicating 
their historical and theological significance. However, I would 
have expected – and would have preferred – to find the specific 
sources on each page rather than having to read through a rather 
tedious nine-page list at the back of the book.
 Yet these are minor considerations. Dr. Needham is a regu-
lar visitor to, and friend of, our community in Brookwood, and the 
Saint Edward Brotherhood is a co-dedicatee of the book. He has 
done the English-speaking Orthodox community a great service in 
producing this volume, as well as – and I suspect this was his pri-
mary purpose – introducing the theological depth and richness of 
Patristic Writings to a new audience.  As the editor writes in his in-
troduction: ‘Modern Protestantism’s ignorance of, and sometimes 
contempt for the “holy fathers” of the Church is a fundamental and 
radical departure from the teaching of the Reformers themselves.’  
Those of us Orthodox who do not of course share the contempt 
but, perhaps if we are to be honest, do share some of the igno-
rance, should welcome this little book as it helps us recognize and 
celebrate the impact of the Church Fathers on the articulation and 
proclamation of our Holy and Saving Faith.

Archimandrite Daniel



15

 THE COMING MONTH
 THE LAST WEEK of December is spent in the celebration 
of the Nativity of our Saviour, and the previous twenty-four 
days are, of course, days of fasting in preparation for that festival. 
Because the month therefore centres on the Christ-Child, we have 
in this issue turned our attention to the upbringing of children.
 Among the Saints we celebrate this month, we have:-
 The holy Martyr Myrope (2nd / 15th) was born in the city 
of Ephesus at the beginning of the third century.  Her father died 
when she was young, and her mother raised her in the Christian 
Faith.  The saint frequently visited the tomb of the Martyr Herm-
ione, daughter of the holy Apostle Philip, and took myron from 
her relics, thereby healing the sick.  During the persecution raised 
by the Emperor Decius in the mid-third century, Myrope settled 
with her mother on the island of Chios, where they sought quiet 
and spent their time in fasting and prayer.  By order of the island’s 
governor, the soldier Isidore was martyred, and Saint Myrope re-
trieved his body to give it reverent burial. The soldiers, who had 
been ordered to prevent the Christians from taking Saint Isidore’s 
body, were therefore sentenced to death.  Saint Myrope was moved 
with pity for the condemned men, and so confessed what she had 
done that they might be spared. Brought to trial she confessed her-
self a Christian. For this they gave her a fierce beating and then 
threw her in prison.  At midnight, while she was praying, a light 
shone in the prison.  Saint Isidore appeared surrounded by angels, 
and Saint Myrope surrendered her soul to God.  The prison was im-
mediately filled with a sweet fragrance.  This miracle was reported 
by the guard to a priest.  Subsequently that guard was baptized and 
he also received a martyr’s crown for his confession of Christ.

 The Venerable Coenred (Kenred), former King of 
Mercia, (16th / 29th), who reigned 704-709, was the son of King 
Wulfhere and the lady Eormengild. When his father died, in A.D. 
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675, Coenred was apparently too young to succeed, and his uncle 
Æthelred took the reins of government.  The Anglo-Saxon Chron-
icle speaks of Coenred becoming King of the Southumbrians in 
A.D. 702, and succeeding to the throne of Mercia in 704, when 
Æthelred retired to take up the monastic life.  Southumbria prob-
ably designates the northern portion of Mercia, and it is thought 
that the people of this region rebelled against Æthelred and chose 
Coenred for their king, and later induced Æthelred to resign the 
whole of Mercia in favour of Coenred.  However, after only five 
years Coenred abdicated in favour of Coelred, the son of Æthelred.  
Coenred then accompanied King Offa of the East Saxons to Rome, 
where they received the monastic tonsure from Pope Constantine. 
Pope Constantine was a Syrian by birth and is often referred to as 
the last of the Popes of the “Byzantine Papacy”;  he paid a visit to 
the Emperor Justinian II in the Imperial City of Constantinople, 
and was well versed in the practices of the Eastern Church.  Saint 
Coenred had been present at a council of the Mercian clergy in 
705, and his name appears on several charters granting lands to 
Waldhere, Bishop of London, to Cuthswith, Abbess of Worcester, 
and also to the Abbey of Evesham.  It appears that he never mar-
ried. He was known as a great lover of peace, having a pious dis-
position, and one more suited to a monastery than a throne. The 
Venerable Bede tells us that he befriended Saint Wilfrid when the 
latter was in exile, and relates his efforts to convert to a better life 
one of his chief nobles, who, failing to heed the Saint’s admonitions, 
finally died in despair. Saint Coenred himself reposed as a monk in 
Rome, probably not much more than a year after his tonsure.
 

 Our holy Father Peter the Metropolitan of Moscow, 
Wonderworker of All Russia (21st December / 3rd January) was 
born in Volhynia of pious parents, Theodore and Eupraxia. Even 
before the birth of her son, the Lord revealed to Eupraxia his fu-
ture blessedness.  At the age of twelve, Peter entered a monastery. 
He zealously fulfilled his monastic obediences and devoted himself 
to the study of the Holy Scriptures. He also learned iconography. 
Because of his virtuous and ascetic life, his abbot had Saint Peter 
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ordained hieromonk.  After years of ascetic labours in the monas-
tery, Father Peter obtained a blessing to leave and live as a soli-
tary.  He built a cell at the Rata River and began to live in stillness. 
Eventually disciples gathered and so the Novodvorsk monastery 
was founded at that place. A church dedicated to the Saviour was 
built, and as abbot Saint Peter guided his spiritual children. He 
instructed the brethren by word and by example. His fame spread 
far abroad. Prince Yuri of Galicia frequently visited the monastery 
to receive spiritual instruction.  Metropolitan Maximus of Kiev 
and Vladimir also visited the monastery with words of instruc-
tion and edification.  When Saint Maximus died, the see of Vladi-
mir remained unoccupied for a certain time.  An abbot named 
Gerontius, aspiring to become the primate of the Church in Rus-
sia, made for Constantinople to gain that position.  However, the 
Great Prince of Vladimir, Saint Michael of Tver, sent Saint Peter 
to the Patriarch with a petition that he be appointed Metropolitan.  
The Mother of God appeared to the upstart Gerontius during a 
storm on the Black Sea and said, “You labour in vain, for you will 
never be bishop.”  Her words were fulfilled. Patriarch Athanasius 
of Constantinople elevated Saint Peter to be Metropolitan in Rus-
sia. Upon his return to his homeland in A.D. 1308, Saint Peter ar-
rived at Kiev, and then proceeded to Vladimir.  The chief hierarch 
was tested by many trials during his first years of guiding his flock.  

Suffering beneath the Tatar Yoke, Russia was in turmoil, and Saint 
Peter was often obliged to change the place of his residence.  On 
his journeys throughout the diocese, he continuously instructed 
the people and clergy to preserve Christian piety. He also brought 
quarrelsome princes to peace and unity.  In the year 1312 the saint 
went to the Horde, where he received a decree from Khan Uzbek, 
safeguarding the rights of his clergy.  In A.D. 1325 Metropolitan 
Peter, at the request of John Kalita the Great Prince, transferred 
the metropolitan see from Vladimir to Moscow, an event of im-
mense significance for Russia.  Saint Peter prophetically predicted 
deliverance from the Tatar Yoke and that Moscow would become 
the foremost city in Russia.  With his blessing, the foundation of 
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the Cathedral of the Dormition in the Moscow Kremlin was laid in 
August, A.D. 1326.  However Saint Peter fell asleep shortly thereaf-
ter, on 21st December. The holy relics of the saint were buried in 
the Dormition Cathedral in a crypt, which he himself had prepared.  

Many miracles were accomplished through the saint’s prayers. 
Saint Peter is venerated as a protector of Moscow. The people of 
Novgorod once had the right of nominating their own bishop in 
the Cathedral of the Holy Wisdom.  However, such was the saint’s 
renown that after their annexation by Moscow under Ivan III, they 
swore an oath that henceforth they would only consecrate their 
archbishops at the grave of Saint Peter the Wonderworker. And it 
was at the grave of this saint that the first hierarchs of Russia were 
traditionally named and chosen.   
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 POINTS  FROM  CORRESPONDENCE
 “WHAT LESSON can be drawn from today’s reading, 
Rebekah [sic] engineering the theft by Jacob of Esau’s blessing 
by means of deceit?  It hardly comes across as a morality tale!  

I have always understood that Esau deserved to lose his inheri-
tance because he took it for granted, and sold it for a mess of pot-
tage thinking that Jacob was joking.  But clearly he did not do this 
with Isaac’s blessing - Esau took it very seriously, and went out 
immediately to follow Isaac’s directions, and returned promptly, 
but obviously not as quickly as someone who had just been given 
two goats by his mother and bounced into an elaborate con.  Is it 
one of those stories like the one of the seven wise and foolish vir-
gins that shows that the Kingdom of Heaven is not something you 
have by right, but must take by effort, prudence and resourceful-
ness (“the Kingdom of Heaven is taken by violence”)?  If so, where 
do you draw the line on ends justifying means?  And what about 
the fact that Rebekah actually was the one taking the Kingdom by 
violence on Jacob’s behalf? Is it a similar mechanism to the inter-
cessions of the saints?  Or am I missing something? - K.K., U.S.A.
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 Whatever induced you to think that the Bible was a moral-
ity tale?  
 Saint Ambrose of Milan explains that the fact that Esau and 
Jacob were both sons of Rebecca demonstrates that within us good 
and evil emanate from the same source.  Esau represents the evil as 
he led a dissolute life; Jacob represents the good.  We have to use 
every means within our power to ensure that the good prevails, as 
did Saint Rebecca.  Esau comes first because in our fallen nature 
the soul first prefers what is fallen. So yes, in that part you are 
right, resourcefulness is to be used, in ensuring our “Jacob” gains 
precedence.   
 Origen also indicates that even before this supplanting Esau 
had strayed from the right way, echoing the Scriptures: Genesis 
27:41, Hebrews 12:15 & 16.  And in the Great Canon of St Andrew 
of Crete: “You have rivalled Esau the hated, O my soul, and given 
the birthright of your first beauty to the supplanter; you have lost 
your father’s blessing....”   And later again: “Esau was called Edom 
because of his raging love of women, burning always with unre-
strained desires and stained with sensual pleasure.”  And so he is 
a type of that which has fallen away from the right way, and of “a 
soul that loveth sin.”

 The two brothers also mystically represent the two Chosen 
Peoples - first the people of the Jews, who were supplanted, and 
then the people of the New Israel, us, the Orthodox Christians.  So 
the tale also reveals God’s love for us in the dispensation that was 
fore-ordained.
 Now, where we draw the line between resourcefulness and 
the end justifying the means is more difficult to answer.  I think 
we have to bear two things in mind.  For the Old Testament righ-
teous things were permitted them that we might find abhorrent, 
because they had not yet received the fulness of the teaching, nor 
had they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  So perhaps if a Chris-
tian mother acted as Saint Rebecca did, it might be charged to her 
as a sin.  And secondly, we have to remember our own sinfulness 
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and falling short of our Christian calling, and be extremely careful 
lest we adopt an ‘end justifies the means’ model.  For us, held back 
by our passions and sins, Jacob has not yet become Israel, “the 
mind that sees God,” and so we have to proceed with the uttermost 
caution, taking counsel and advice, striving to follow the precepts 
that Church tradition teaches us.  The Saints, whose minds see God 
may exercise greater boldness.
 Two small points - from what St Ambrose says, Rebecca 
does the violence because she represents the soul which is able to 
give birth to good and evil, and there is no hint that she represents 
the intercession of the Saints, but that thought may not be entirely 
wrong.  And there were five, not seven, wise virgins, dear lady!
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NEWS from the Richmond Diocese
of the Church of the Genuine

Orthodox Christians of Greece
TWO BISHOPS’ VISITS 

 HIS GRACE, Bishop Sofronie of Suceava and Father Dea-
con Nicolae Capitanu visited us over the last weekend in October (n.s.).  
On Saturday 15th/ 28th October, they celebrated the baptism of Daria, the 
nine-year-old daughter of Ionel and Cristina Macrineanu of Wal-
sall.  Aurora Vulpe stood as her godmother, and Daria is named for the 
holy Martyr Daria (feast day: 19th March / 1st April).  Then, Daria’s sister, 
Alexandra, was chrismated, and the two sisters were imparted the Holy 
Mysteries for the first time.
 The next day, the Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Œcu-
menical Council, His Grace and Father Nicolae returned to Brookwood to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy with us and our faithful people.  At the end 
of the Liturgy, the Bishop presented our architect Doamna Tigru (Irina 
Aldersley) with her icon of Saint Edward the Martyr for her part in the 
recent Mortuary Restoration, thus completing the series of presentations 



21

made as a mark of our Brotherhood’s gratitude to the people who worked 
on that scheme.
 Immediately after the Liturgy, Bishop Sofronie baptized Casian, 
the infant son of Stefan and Ana Maria Gavriluta of Coventry, with 
Daniel and Oana Ververis making their vows as godparents.  Casian 
is named after our Venerable Father John Cassian the Roman (feast day: 
29th February / 13th March).
 On Sunday, 20th October / 12th November, His Grace Bishop 
Antonie celebrated the Divine Liturgy at Saint Edward’s Church assisted 
by Archimandrite Daniel, Fr Borislav Popov, and Archdeacon 
Glicherie from Romania, who had come with the Bishop.  After the 
Divine Liturgy at which His Grace preached, the Bishop attended the Par-
ish Breakfast and met and talked with parishioners there. 

FUNERAL AT SAINT EDWARD’S
 ON Thursday, 27th October / 9th November, the funeral service for 
Artemii Ananin was chanted at Saint Edward’s Church.  The service was 
conducted mostly in English, with portions chanted in Church Slavonic 
by a group from the Convent choir, organized by Mrs. Tanya James.  At 
the end of the service, Artemii was laid to rest with his wife, Irina (“Lady 
Bournemouth”), in our cemetery, near the monastic house.  Artemii was of 
one of the oldest and most distinguished families of the old Russian immi-
gration in this country.  He lived to celebrate his 93rd birthday just a week 
before his repose at Barton-on-Sea in Hampshire, and he remained faith-
ful to his Orthodox confession throughout his long life.  For many years he 
was a parishioner at the Convent of the Annunciation in London, but 
latterly tended to come to Brookwood more often as the journey from the 
South Coast was shorter and because his wife was laid to rest here.  After 
the service, which was also attended by Archpriest Peter Baulk of the 
Russian Orthodox Church of the Dormition in West London, the 
family invited the mourners to the Rowbarge in the village of St Johns 
for a memorial meal.  They also very kindly presented our Brotherhood 
with a beautiful antique Russian icon of the Saviour which had been hand-
ed down in their family, and which we have now put on the principal stand 
in our church as a memorial to a faithful servant of the Church.  May the 
memory of Artemii be eternal, and his rest with the Saints. 
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ANOTHER ICON DONATED
TO OUR CHURCH

 A HAND-PAINTED ICON of Saint Dmitri of Rostov, (1651-
1709) has been given our church by Marina Fedorov in memory of her 
father, Subdeacon Prince Dmitri Galitzine, whose name saint he 
was.  The beautiful icon was painted by the sisters of the Convent of the 
Holy Angels, Afidnai, Greece. For the greater part of his life Subdea-
con Dmitri was a faithful member, and for many years a trustee, of the 
Russian Church of the Dormition in London, but when the greater part 
of the old Russian Orthodox Church Abroad in this country submitted to 
the Moscow Patriarchate in 2007, he left them and latterly attended our 
church.  He died while visiting Greece and is presently laid to rest in the 
cemetery of the Convent of the Holy Angels, where this icon was painted. 
May he also find rest with the saints and Memory Eternal.

TALK AT OXTED, SURREY
 FR ALEXIS was invited by Peter Shipley, their chairman, to give 
a talk to the Oxted and District History Society on Tuesday 14th No-
vember.  The venue was the United Reformed Church in Oxted, a 
surprisingly elegant modern building, built in a Byzantine style, and the 
subject of the talk was King Edward the Martyr. In the event, sadly Mr. 

Shipley was unable to attend due to illness, but the meeting was chaired by 
the Society’s vice-chairman, Peter Jarvis, and was well attended.  After 
the talk which included St Edward’s life and the story of how his relics 
came to be enshrined in Brookwood in 1984, questions were received from 
the floor, and in subsequent conversations with the participants we were 
surprised to learn that some of those attending had been to services at 
Brookwood.  Two further “links” between Brookwood and Oxted are that 
Sir Thomas Beecham, the renowned conductor, was originally buried 
in the first grave across the path from our church at Brookwood, but he 
was subsequently re-interred at Limpsfield next to the grave of the com-
poser Frederick Delius.  Limpsfield is a village almost next to Oxted.  
Also the body of Dodi Fayed was first buried at Brookwood, but later 
taken to his father’s estate at Oxted.   
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VISITORS
 Friday, 17th November:  Matthew Dell came with some trainee 
Roman Catholic R.E. Teachers to see the church and ask about our faith 
and worship.

 Saturday, 25th November: Parishioner Tatiana Reardon brought 
about two dozen bikers to pay their respects at the nearby grave of her 
husband, Kevin.  Showing respect they walked their bikes up the avenue as 
they approached the church.

OUR THANKS TO DIRECT DEBITORS
 ON DOING a recent check, we found that there are twenty-five 
parishioners and friends who regularly make donations by direct 
debit standing orders to the charity which administers our Brotherhood 
concerns, the King Edward Orthodox Trust Company Limited.  
Because their gifts come regularly and fall silently into the KEOT account, 
and because we are fallible, their help is sadly often unremarked.  How-
ever, we are very grateful to these people, who are thus regularly and sus-
tainedly supporting our community and its work.  May God bless you all 
and reward you richly with things heavenly for things earthly. 
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PRACTICAL TIP   
 THE WHOLE of this month is either taken up with preparing 
for or celebrating the Saviour’s Nativity, His being given birth to the 
All-Holy One, the Panagia.  On account of this Mary is revered by the 
Church as the Mother of God and Theotokos.  The word Theotokos means 
she who gave birth to God.  It may seem on a superficial level that these 
two epithets are synonymous, and that therefore one is redundant.  But 
if we reflect on this for a moment we can see that this is far from the 
case.  There is a difference between one who gives birth and a mother 
in the fullest sense of that word.  And understanding this will give us 
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instruction in how we should live.  To clarify let us not aim so high as 
the Mother of God, but let look at ourselves, the Orthodox Christians, 
for this could be instructive.  Among us, the vast majority of women are 
blessed to give birth to children; some, through God’s mercy, are not, 
and some voluntarily take the good part as monastics.  But are the vast 
majority also mothers in the fullest sense?  Do they bring their chil-
dren up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4)?  Do they 
teach them, through example, guidance and correction, the difference 
between right and wrong, teach them consideration of others, pray for 
them and with them daily, bring them frequently to church,  instruct 
them in the Faith, encourage them to seek understanding through spiri-
tual reading, inspire and uplift them regarding the Faith?  Or are they 
more concerned with getting them through school, into university, get-
ting a “good” career, getting them on in the world, and then somehow, 
inexplicably, end up surprised when they fall away from the love of our 
Saviour, having been trained to love this temporal world?  As a mod-
ern writer, Frederic Raphael, has succinctly said, Success is modern 
man’s god; a good pension his idea of an afterlife.  Many even of our 
Orthodox peoples seem to adhere to this new “gospel,” rather than to 
church precepts.  Even those that attempt to raise the children with an 
Orthodox understanding often fail by presenting Orthodoxy as some-
thing over-bearing, domineering and as a kind of task master, rather 
than something to be embraced, loved and cherished.  These strictures, 
of course, in no way apply only to mothers, but equally to fathers also, 
and to god-parents.  How many of these last take an active and posi-
tive part in the spiritual formation of the children whom they sponsor 
at the font?  Can we wonder then that, usually in their teens, many of 
our young people drift away, having followed the “modern man’s god” 

as they were instructed by the very people who should have instructed 
them to follow our true God and Saviour?
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“THE giving of thanks makes entreaty
on behalf of the feeble before God”

From the Paradise of the Fathers


