
Focus on Foodbanks 
in Kent

Working together to raise the voice of Foodbanks across Kent

Foodbanks from across Kent were joined this time by Medway Foodbank which has outlets at 8 locations 
across Medway. Once again Foodbanks came together to discuss common issues and explore solutions.

Together we discussed a huge range of topics and issues. Here is a short recap of the achievements from the 
meeting.

What did we hear and what are we 
going to do about it?
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event to bring together other Forums from across Kent to enable 
Forums to make direct and constructive relationships. Engaging 
Kent has also offered to map the numerous Foodbanks in Kent & 
Medway to ensure Foodbanks are aware of each other and can 
work together to share supplies where necessary.

Foodbanks talked about 
the importance of local 
relationships both with 
other Foodbanks but also 
other local agencies and 
organisations.
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we can improve the relationship between Foodbanks and Adult 
Social Care teams. It is suggested that Food Bank champions are 
established within social care teams to lead on relationships 
with each Foodbank.

Foodbanks continue to 
report challenges in receiving 
referrals from some parts of 
the ‘system’ particularly from 
adult social care. 
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• The Forum reconnected Paddock Wood Food Bank with Maidstone Borough 
Council to reinstate supplies to a 11 bed unit in Wateringbury.

• Healthwatch Medway is set to visit 8 Medway Foodbanks to hear directly 
from foodbank users about their experience of health and social care 
services.

• Reinitiated contact between a Foodbank and their local 
voluntary sector infrastructure organisation.

• All the Foodbanks in attendance are now directly linked to their 
local Mental Health User Forums to ensure they can share and 
where necessary escalate issues about mental health services.



What next?

• All Foodbanks to share 
contact details and 
geographical information 
to inform the Food Bank 
map.

• Engaging Kent to confirm 
a date in September for an 
event to bring all Forums 

Good news and top tips from 
fellow Foodbanks

together including the 
Foodbank Forum.

• Engaging Kent to seek an 
opportunity for Foodbanks 
to meet with adult social 
care to discuss how 
to improve food bank 
referrals. 

• Engaging Kent to introduce 
Foodbanks to their local 
Mental Health Forum to 
ensure they can work 
together locally.
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The Kent Foodbank Forum is funded and facilitated by Engaging Kent CiC. Engaging Kent also supports the 
Older Peoples’ Forums, the Mental Health Forums and funds the Kent Physical Disability Forum.

Faversham Foodbank has 
secured two new grants, one 

from Asda and one from Kent 
Community Foundation.

Magnetic signs are being used on 
cars to advertise the Foodbank 
but also to enable staff to park 

closer to the supermarket when 
collecting donations. Low cost, 
transferrable and high impact!

Paddock Wood Foodbank have 
a successful relationship with 

a local private school which 
has produced up to 300 kilos of 

donations.

With thanks to the following Foodbanks who have been 
involved to date:

Faversham Food Bank, Make a Difference Maidstone, Trussell 
Trust, Dover Food Bank, The Community Storehouse, Salvation 
Army, Sittingbourne Food Bank, Family Food Bank, Restoring 
Hands, Food for Thought, Pembury Community Larder, 
Tonbridge Baptist Church Foodbank, Dartford Foodbank, 
Medway Food Bank.

If you want more information or to make contact with your local 
Foodbank please contact Nicky on  nicky@engagekent.co.uk 


