
Through our Discover maps project, we are creating a new and unique 
series of 4 maps covering the Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire coast. These 
maps will contain a wealth of interesting information about the coast; 
including the people, history, environment and activities that make the 
North East of Scotland special. 

We are looking to include memories and short stories of residents and 
visitors who have spent time in the area.

• Do you have memories of a favourite place? 

• Have you seen anything special, interesting or just the mundane, 
but is an important memory to you?

• Have you worked on or around the coast or even just remember 
some favourite holidays or pastimes? 

• Do you know of any tall stories that might be true or just legends 
that continue to grow? 

If so, we would love to capture some of your thoughts for posterity on 
our maps. We hope this project will continue to grow and become a 
social story of the area and its people. 

Any information provided will be anonymised and may be edited by 
EGCP.  Thank you in advance for helping us create these truly original 
maps. Please contact us at discovermaps@egcp.org.uk
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Stonehaven Golf Club Founded in 1888. In 1940 a German bomber dropped 
a bomb near the club house making a crater known as Hitler’s Bunker

l Garron Point where the Highland 
Boundary Fault enters the North Sea

Dunnottar Woods

Mill O’ Forest 
Park

Stonehaven 
Train Station

l Football Pitch

l Lady Kennedy’s Bath Built for the ten children of Lady Eleanor 
Kennedy this oval pool was constructed by diverting the local burn. 
At over two hundred years old it has survived well considering the 
floods that have brought so much destruction to the area. Local 
legend says that two men were caught watching the good lady as 
she bathed and met a grisly end at Gallows Hill. 

Town Hall

l Dunnottar Parish 
Church

l Chapel of St. Mary and St. Nathalan was first built in the early 1200s. Being a 
Catholic church, it was abandoned following the Scottish Reformation in 1560

l Brig SCOTIA stranded 20th December 1870 with 3 lives lost

l Kincardine offshore wind farm The largest array of floating 
turbines in the world at the time of writing; becoming fully 
operational in October 2021. Sitting in water up to 80 metres deep, 
these turbines have the capacity to power over fifty thousand 
homes. The world’s first floating wind farm, the Hywind scheme, is 
also situated off the coast of Aberdeenshire, near Peterhead.

l  Aberdeen bypass 
competed in 2019

l War Memorial Originally built 
to commemorate the fallen of 
WW1; Its unfinished appearance 
intended to reflect the unfinished 
lives of those who died

l  Dunnottar Castle
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Stonehaven 
Beach

l Open Air Pool

l Mill of Muchalls A corn mill, 
serving the 17th century Seatown of 
Muchalls, was powered by Muchalls 
Burn which enters the sea north of 
Doonie Point.

l Husky Haven Home of Alaskan 
Husky sled-dogs. Visitors can 
experience “mushing” on outdoor 
trails and cuddle these lovely canines. 

l Raedykes Roman Camp 
One of a chain of 1st century 
temporary Roman marching 
camps stretching from 
Stracathro to near Elgin.  

l Cowie Former fishing community, 
founded as a medieval burgh in 1367, 
gifted to Robert I’s brother-in-law, 
Alexander Touchfraser.    

l Turnstones Birds have a mottled appearance 
with brown or chestnut and black upperparts and 
brown and white or black and white head

l Fetteresso
Castle Visible from the A90 it  is 
now seven private homes. 
Its history dates back to the bronze 
age times with burial chamber.
Legend also states that Malcolm I, 
King of Alba, was killed and buried 
here in 954.

l Fowlsheugh  RSPB coastal nature 
reserve near Crawton founded 1992, 
boasting second largest mainland seabird 
colony in Britain

l River Bervie Largest salmon 
ever caught was 41LB

l Catterline  Former clifftop fishing village 
made famous by artist, Joan Eardley’s 
occupation of the Watchie studio, from 1951.

From Gaelic, Achadh nam Blàth, 
field of blossom; developed in 
late 18th century as a weaving 
town, made famous in Grassic 
Gibbon’s novel Sunset Song. l Gawpool - Lost Fishing Village 

Recorded on an 1807 coastal map, Gawpool 
was described as a “white fishing harbour 
just below Hallhill, Catterline.

l Old Kinneff Kirk 
Rebuilt/remodelled 
in 1738 and 1876. 
Famous as the hiding 
place of the Honours 
of Scotland, from 
1651-1660. 

l The Northern Belle A deserted 
fishing vessel grounded north of 
Kineff in 1891- a mystery 

l Former fishing villages of 
Shieldhill and Little Johnshaven

l Miltonhaven Lime, fishing and 
smuggling built Miltonhaven’s 
prosperity until mining destabilised 
the protective coastal wall.  In 1790, 
the sea broke through, eventually 
making it uninhabitable.

l Schooner Maria lost 4th March 1875

l Morphie Working farm; 
connected with the legend 
of the Laird of Morphie and 
the Water Kelpie.
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l Clochnahill Farm Feued by Robert 
Burness, grandfather of the poet, Robert 
Burns, late 1730s.  

Robert Burns’ great grandfather and great 
great grandfather lived at these farms

l William Burnes Monument a cairn in a 
lay-by on the north bound A90, 
commemorating the father of Robert Burns.   

l Abandoned Airfield
near Fordoun active 
from 1942-44  

l Bogjurgan 

l Brawliemuir

l Stonehaven Tolbooth  Oldest surviving building erected c.1590s as 
a storehouse for George Keith, 5th  Earl Marischal which was converted 
1600 when Stonehaven became the county town. 

l Stonehaven 
Clock Tower / Old 
Townhouse  Starting 
point for the annual 
New Year Fireballs. 

STONEHAVEN 
HARBOUR l Paddleboarding and swimming

Known locally as Gurdun. A natural 
haven, Gourdon harbour was 
built in 1820 designed by Thomas 
Telford, then extended in 1842.  

l Hallgreen Castle, Inverbervie Towerhouse built 
1687 by 9th laird of Hallgreen, William Rait, whose 
family had owned it since 1425.

l Maggie Law Maritime Museum

l   Driftwood sign giving distances to world cities

l  Fishing for Mackerel from the beach

l Benholm Kirt Founded 1242AD by 
David de Bernham, Bishop of St Andrews. 
Site of Celtic shrine to St Marnoch. Current 
church dates from 1820. 

l Brotherton Castle Estate 
purchased by James Scott of Logie in 
1570; the original castle was built by 
his son, Hercules I.  

Johnshaven Johnner to locals.  
Once one of the largest fishing 
communities in Scotland, boasting 
26 whitefish boats in 1722.  

l East Mathers Lime Kiln 
Built 1768 by George Carnegie, 
laird of Pitarrow. Up to 1820, 
approximately 40,000 barrels of 
lime were sold.

l Hill of Garvock with the Johnston 
Tower built to celebrate victory over 
Napoleon in the Peninsular War

l St Cyrus Parish and village 
originally known as Ecclescreig By 
the 1880s, there were 330 houses. 
Prosperity came from the salmon 
fishing.

l St Cyrus National Nature Reserve 
2.1 miles of sandy beach below the 
village managed by Scottish Natural 
Heritage since 1962. 

l Coastal look out point Cliff nesting 
Peregrine falcons and ravens

l Remains of Salmon nets still seen 
on beach

l Roosting Geese in winter

l Den Finella 
Waterfall

l Bervie Brow Research Station Built in 1952 as a 
Centimetric Early Warning (CEW) station, it was taken over 
by the US Navy in 1968 to monitor radio communications in 
conjunction with RAF Edzell.  

l Downie Point Great 
views over harbour

l Dunnicaer 
Sea Stack

l Gallows Hill On top of this natural mound sits a low cairn 
built in the Bronze Age. This is believed to be a burial mound 
which later served as the foundations for gallows. Legend says 
that a woman was once hanged here because her husband 
guilty of sheep stealing, could not be found. Next to the cairn 
is an ice-house where food would have been stored.

Strathlethan Bay

l  Oystercatcher

Castle Haven

Old Hall Bay

Mineralwell Park 
and Garden

Baird Park

Stonehaven Hill

Stonehaven 
Queen Elizabeth 
Park Caravan 
and Motorhome 
Club Campsite
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Fowlsheugh seabird city with up to 130,000 inhabitants.

Greater Black Backed Gull They will steal eggs, prey on young birds or even adults.

Shags Living just above the waves these large birds are stunning with shiny iridescent feathers and 
startling gold eyes.

Razorbills Razorbills look like guillemots; but have darker plumage as well as a larger stronger 
looking bill. They tend to be more spaced out on the cliffs than the tight colonies of guillemots and 
can dive to around 120 metres, but most fish catching is done at around 25 metres. Razorbills and 
guillemots are important for other species as they dive below shoals of fish forcing them to the surface 
where other birds can attack. 

Guillemot These tend to live on the steepest parts of the cliff almost shoulder to shoulder. While they 
do tend to squabble, they work together to keep gulls and other predators away from the eggs and 
chicks. Once a chick is large enough it will leave the cliffs in the late evening by jumping into the water 
and swimming away with its father who will stay with it for much of the winter.
Some guillemots have a white line around the eye, these are known as bridled guillemots. 

Fulmar More closely related to albatross than gulls, these tube-nosed flyers glide over the oceans. The 
tube nose gives them an extraordinary sense of smell enabling them to find scraps on the ocean. They 
have benefited hugely from the fishing industry and were not present in Britain two hundred years 
ago but are now very common. Fulmars lay one egg a year and have a powerful method of defence 
by spraying foul oily stomach contents several metres. This is unpleasant to humans but can clog the 
feathers of other birds, stopping them from flying; and ultimately leading to their demise.

Kittiwakes These elegant gulls give the cliffs their soundtrack which can be heard even before you 
get to the cliffs.

Puffins Puffins nest in burrows at the top of the cliff and can best be seen in the evening when they 
loiter at their entrance. Puffins are similar in size to a starling, much smaller than people think. The 
colourful beak is hinged to allow them to catch and carry fish, so they can be seen heading to the cliff 
top with up to 12 fish for their young, known as pufflings. While puffins are declining in some regions, 
they seem to be increasing at Fowlsheugh.

l Crawton Waterfall used by Viking raiders for resupply

l Crawton Former cliff top fishing village deserted in 1927

l Todhead Lighthouse 
1897, now private. You may 
see whales and dolphins from 
these clifftops

l Squid Spawning Ground

l  Lewis Grassic Gibbon Centre 
celebrates the life of this famous author 
best known for the novel ‘Sunset Song’ set 
in the local area

l  Tullo Wind Farm

l Cowie Shore where Pneumodesmus newmani was found in 2003

Rock reef visible at high tide

Robert Burns 
Memorial Garden

Stonehaven and the floods While the Carron 
looks like a small and tame river it has had a 
major impact on the town leading to frequent 
flooding since 1988. In 2021 Aberdeenshire 
Council completed a £15million flood prevention 
scheme that is designed to protect the town. 

Home of the 
deep fried 
Mars Bar

l Seals stealing anglers fish

l Orca have been seen

l Mill of Benholm restored and last 
surviving water-powered meal mill in the area

l Lauriston Castle 
Once a royal fortress

l North Water Viaduct 11-arch, rubble-built railway 
bridge constructed 1865 to carry the Bervie-Montrose 
branch line across the North Esk River.

Dipper

Inverbervie an ancient medieval 
town, given royal burgh status 
by King David II in 1342.  Bervie 
Water, known for its salmon, rises 
in Drumtochy Forest and enters the 
sea at Inverbervie.  The town’s later 
prosperity came from the flax mill, 
the first in Scotland, which opened 
in 1790. 

Stonehaven’s old town has origins stretching back to the 
Iron Age; recorded in early maps as Stanehyve, meaning “stone 
harbour”, it ultimately became the county town of Kincardine/
Mearns. The harbour, begun in the early 17th century, had a major 
rebuild in the 19th century and became a booming herring port. 
Today Stonehaven’s fame lies in the Hogmanay fireballs and the 
invention of the deep-fried Mars bar, result of a schoolboy dare.

l Laurencekirk  
Viewpoint

l Former Montrose to Bervie 
railway line 1865 to 1966

l 
Kaim of Mathers built by 
the infamous David Barclay 
making it uninhabitable.

l In the aulden days, the 
women used to carry the 
men out to the boats, 
cos they didna want the 
fishermen to be in the sea 
with wet clothes, in case 
they got a cold. 

l I’ve heard it was unlucky 
to take gingerbread 
aboard your fishing boat, 
and ye couldn’t have 
salmon or pork in your 
sandwiches. l You’d have twelve 

hundred hooks, sometimes 
with two, or three mussels, 
depending on the size 
of them. The farmer at 
Sillyflatt used to come and 
collect shells and put them 
on the field for their lime. 

l There was the twins, 
Billy and Graham, they 
were called Starsky and 
Hutch. They used to come 
doon the brae on their 
bikes, and how they never 
got killed… they used 
to come doon with legs 
spread out and folk would 
go “oh no!” 

l Eddie was the local butcher 
in Johnner, him and Tam Leys, 
next to the village hall, in a 
wooden hut. It was a chip 
shop as well. In the wartime 
Eddie went out shooting 
rabbits to get more feed for 
the folk.    

l Mary Kinnear’s brother, 
Wally, he was a hero, a gold 
medallist in the Olympic 
Games. Stockholm 1912 
single-sculls.     

l Me and my brother got put in 
a barrel, when my mother was 
baiting, to stop us wandering 
aboot. We’d’ve been getting in 
the road, I suppose.     

l Ye needna mention pigs! 
Ye’d have to say curly tails or 
something like that.      
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l The Shell House This is a small round 
building with a large gated opening. Worth 
having a look inside with a torch as the walls 
are covered in shells from all over the world 
including large conch shells from the West Indies.
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l Ancestors of Robert Burns are buried 
in the old Kirkyard
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l Slug Road, once a turnpike 
connecting Angus to Deeside. 
Slug derives from the Gaelic ‘sloc’,  
which means hollow or dell.

l Clochanshiels prehistoric site 
with 65 cairns and a hut circle

l Costal Rowing Club

Highland Boundary Fault


