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Unity: Life and Death

My new photo-project is ”Unity: Life and Death“. It is based on the culture of the Maya 

civilization that inspired me during my travel to the Yucatan Peninsula.

The ideas of the Maya built upon their calendar. 9 Underworlds are represented by 

9 levels of the pyramids, each made of thirteen Heavens, which in turn may be subdivided 

into seven Days and six Nights. The Days and Nights may be interpreted as illuminated and 

dark periods of development. Sacrifices and self-sacrifices were the ways to maintain the 

well-being of the community. The Maya‘s Tree of Life stood at the center of creation. It is 

very similar to Kabbalistic Tree of life and the Tree Yggdrasil found in Nordic Mythology. This 

Tree can be seen as the Cosmic Axis on the astronomical level or DNA on the biological 

level.

I was also impressed with the similarity between the Maya culture and the other great 

cultures of China, India and Egypt. The symbols are universal. A flying snake is a represen-

tation of life and creative energy. The bird is a representation of higher consciousness, and 

the jaguar is the expression of the Death.

The very highly developed Maya civilization collapsed before the invasion of the 

Europeans because of unknown internal problems. It was probably a combination of the 

disasters such as ecological catastrophe, climate change, wars, and the revolution against 

the priests who were a very educated, powerful, and wealthy ruling minority. This knowledge 

was lost.

Recently the meaning of Maya calendar was rediscovered. Many scientists believe that 

all 9 circles of the evolution of the life will be completed between 2011-2012 and a new 

era of development will start.

  In the project ”Unity: Life and Death“ I speak about the future of our civilization. 

”What should we learn from the past?” 

I believe that we are very close to creating a new stage of development of Human 

consciousness. This new consciousness is based on Unity, Peace and Love. We are already 

globally connected. The choice is up to us! Do we destroy our world with the greed, selfish-

ness, separation and ignorance or do we sacrifice our egos for the well-being of Humanity 

and create a lasting Peace based on respect for all beliefs, religions, and Nations?
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