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Art News Magazine, September 2008

Born in Russia, Ekatherina S., as she calls herself, lives in Germany and New York, and has exhibited in both the United States and in Europe.

Most recently, she spent time in India, becoming familiar with and photographing the country`s great spiritual centers. She uses these photographs as the basis for these stunning, brilliantly colored works (all 2008). By painting over images of classic temples and robustly carvedstatues, she imbuses them with an otherworldliness, often adding lines of calligraphy or graffiti to intensify the mystery.

In the deep pink-purple India 1, the frieze of voluptuous goddesses, photographed from below, is interrupted by squiggly white childlike tracings that bring the scene up to date and subtly unify past and present. More majestic and almost humbling, India 11 – which along with India 7 is among the most gorgeous works in the exhibition – shows an elaborate temple soaring from deep blue into a golden light. Oddly, the paintings conjure up a futuristic landscape as much as they do an ancient one, and this may be the artist`s objective. She has chosen a very tantalizing and seductive way for viewers to see India, not so much as a geographical place but as a richly layered and nourishing state of mind.





