
Basic Requirements for Safe Model Flying at Popham 

 Members are solely responsible for ensuring that they comply with all aspects of the law 
and be able to demonstrate lawfulness when requested to do so by any other member. 
 

 Members must carry and show proof of membership of the Spitfire Flying Club and BMFA 
when requested to do so by any other member. 
 

 Members must be competent and safe when flying models or utilise a buddy box with 
supervision. 
 

 Model flying privileges are conditional upon members’ acceptance of and compliance with 
these Basic Requirements for Model Flying at Popham. 
 

 Permitted model flying times are:- 
o Weekdays:-   9.00am – 5.00pm for I.C. models and 9.00am – 7.00pm for Electric 

models. 
o Weekends & Bank Holidays:- 10.00am – 5.00pm for I.C. models and 10.00am – 

7.00pm for electric models. 
 

 The first member with a mobile phone to arrive must notify ATC to advise of your 
presence, request permission to fly and leave a contact mobile phone number and name. 
Ensure the mobile phone can be responded to by any member if necessary. 
 

 No member is permitted to operate a model or fly when alone. 
 

 Members MUST ALWAYS fly within the permitted flying zone shown below. Failure to do 
so may result in withdrawal of model flying privileges. 
 

 No more than three models of any kind are permitted in the air at any one time. 
 

 All model types must have a functioning Fail Safe set up before flying. 
 

 Whilst there is currently no limit on noise emitted from model aircraft at Popham, 
members must accept the consensus view of others in attendance if the noise level of 
the model, flying style or breaches of the permitted flying zone is judged likely to cause a 
nuisance. The member must cease flying until the model is silenced to within levels of 
acceptability and/or modify their flying behaviour to eliminate causing a nuisance. 
 

 Turbine powered models are expressly forbidden unless special dispensation is given by 
the Airfield Manager. 
 

 Members should be aware that mobile phones are a potential source of interference and 
their presence on the Flight Line is not recommended. 
 



 Do not taxi in the pits unless the model is restrained by a helper. 
 

 All pilots must stand within easy communicating distance, seeking agreement to ‘Take - 
Off’ and announcing their intention to ‘Land’. 
 

 Helicopters and Multi-Rotors must only engage rotors and be flown within the Flying Zone. 
 

 Helicopters, Multi-Rotors and Fixed Wing models must only be flown simultaneously with 
the expressed agreement between the pilots. 
 

 No model flying is permitted on Event Days unless it is in the evening after Event activity 
ceases or prior permission is granted. 
 

 Respect real aircraft in the vicinity at all times, they have precedence. 
 

 Use common sense.  This is not a general public model flying area.  It is a privilege enjoyed 
by members of the Spitfire Flying Club. 
 

 Permitted Flying Zone 
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