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Application 
 

GAWTEC courses are held exclusively in English. 

Trainees must therefore have good English language 

skills to follow lectures, instrument instructions and 

discussions. GAWTEC offers its courses to technicians 

and junior scientists who work at stations with instru-

ments and data. 

Applications should be made via online application at 

the GAWTEC webpage at www.gawtec.de Upcoming 

courses will also be announced on this webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Costs 

 

There are no costs for trainees, air fares are paid by the 

WMO, all other expenses are covered by the German 

Environment Agency and the Bavarian State Ministry of 

the Environment and Consumer Protection. Lecturers 

are funded by their scientific organizations. 

 

 

Funded by 

 

▸ German Environment Agency 

▸ Bavarian State Ministry of the Environment and Con-

sumer Protection 

▸ World Meteorological Organization 

 

 

Contact 
 

▸ Official GAWTEC Webpage www.gawtec.de  

▸ E-Mail gawtec@schneefernerhaus.de 

 

▸  /gawtec.de 

▸  /GAWTEC1 

▸  /gaw_tec 
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GAWTEC 
 

The GAW community has set high data quality objec-

tives (Data Quality Objectives DQOs) that should be 

met by all participating stations. Training and educa-

tion for GAW station personnel are therefore an inte-

gral part of the GAW program and critical to the long-

term success of the GAW program. As a part of the 

WMO’s capacity building strategy, the German Quality 

Assurance/ Science Activity Centre (QA/SAC Germa-

ny), funded by the German Environment Agency 

(Umweltbundesamt, UBA) and the Bavarian State 

Ministry of the Environment and Consumer Protection, 

established the GAW Training and Education Centre 

(GAWTEC) in 2001. GAWTEC is located at the Envi-

ronmental Research Station Schneefernerhaus (UFS).  

 

 
 

 

 

Courses 
 

▸ consist of lab courses, measurement techniques, 

data evaluation and theoretical background of at-

mospheric physics and chemistry 

▸ twice a year 

▸ up to twelve participants 

▸ for two weeks 

▸ at training center (UFS) 

 

 

 

 

Global Atmosphere Watch 
(GAW)  
 

The GAW program is a worldwide network of measure-

ment stations and related facilities coordinated by the 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO). The purpose 

of GAW is to describe and to interpret the physical state 

and the chemical composition of the atmosphere. There-

fore,  the background level of atmospheric pollutants 

and other trace substances are measured, to determine 

long-term environmental trends in global climate sys-

tems. The goal of GAW is to supply the scientific com-

munity with the means to predict future atmospheric 

states as well as to provide reliable scientific high quality 

data and information for national and international policy 

makers.  

 

Currently (2020) the GAW network consists of 31 Glob-

al, more than 400 Regional and 100 Contributing Sta-

tions. The Station Information System GAWSiS, devel-

oped and maintained by the Federal Office of Meteorol-

ogy and Climatology MeteoSwiss in collaboration with 

the WMO GAW Secretariat, the GAW World Data Cen-

tres and other GAW representatives, is the official cata-

logue of GAW stations and contributing networks and 

offers an up-to-date and searchable data base.  

 

 

Lecturer 

 

Lessons are given by experts of 

▸ the German Weather Service 

▸ the German Environment Agency 

▸ the GAW World Calibration Centres (WCC) for NO2, 

VOC and Aerosol Physics 

▸ the Swiss EMPA 

▸ For special topics, lecturers from national and inter-

national Universities and other institutes are invited 

 

 

Main Topics GAWTEC 

 

Each course deals with two or three major topics, cov-

ering all relevant parameters in the GAW measurement 

program. 

 

▸ Physical Properties of Aerosols & Aerosol Optical 

Depth  

▸ UV radiation 

▸ Reactive Gases (CO, surface O3, VOCs, NOx, NOy, 

SO2) 

▸ Precipitation chemistry 

▸ Greenhouse Gases 

▸ Data evaluation & Quality Control 

Statistics 

Since the first training course in summer 2001: 

 

 37 GAWTEC courses 

 419 participants 

 80 different countries 

 41% of them came from institutes in Europe, 

31% from Asia, 16% from Africa, 10% from 

South America and only a few from North- and 

Central America and Australia 

 Approximately 30% worked at Global Stations, 

Regional Stations or central facilities, 14% were 

from other institutes 

 

figure 2: Environmental Research Station Schneefernerhaus 

figure 1: GAW Global Stations  


