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‘From their inception and first vintage, 2018, to the current 2022, Thistledown’s top grenache cuvees, Sands of Time and This 
Charming Man, have entrenched themselves in the top drawer.’ 

 

Rewriting the Grenache Story 
 

In Australia, Senior Editor Ned Goodwin MW continued to taste the wines of Thistledown, a 
leading producer of grenache in McLaren Vale alongside Yangarra, S.C. Pannell, Bondar, 

Aphelion and Bekkers, whose syncopation of propitious sites and extremely old bush vines 
make for irrefutable regional styling. McLaren Vale grenache is at the forefront of the 

world’s more exciting wine narratives. It could be called a renaissance but it is more akin 
to an awakening as growers draw on a resource once perceived, at least by the myopic, as 

“a weed.” 
 

Thistledown held a formative tasting of each vintage produced to date of its top cuvees, 
Sands of Time and This Charming Man, from 2018 to 2022. In essence, Sands of Time is 

from a prized vineyard in Blewitt Springs on pure Maslin sand, dappled with ironstone and 
underlain by clay. The source is southeast facing. The octogenarian brush vines are all dry-

grown.  

Thistledown’s Grenache Stylings 
JamesSuckling.com (Ned Goodwin MW) – Weekly Report 16 Aug 2023 

	

https://www.jamessuckling.com/tasting-notes/231731/thistledown-grenache-mclaren-vale-sands-of-time-old-vine-single-vineyard-blewitt-springs-2020/
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Conversely, This Charming Man is sourced from the Smart Vineyard in Clarendon, 
another unofficial subregion of the Vale that was decimated by the Vine Pull Scheme. 
Here the soils are heavier brown to red loams smattered with quartz and ironstone. 

Centurion bush vines are abundant, although Thistledown opts to source from 
somewhat younger vines in the middle of the site due to better ventilation and the 

dappled light that results, promoting gradual rather than expedient ripening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The overseer of Thistledown, Giles Cooke MW. 

 

In general, Sands of Time boasts a succulent pinoté, pixelated freshness and a gritty 
succulence, although in recent cooler vintages, the mellifluous 2021 and more structured 

2022, a vintage that winemaker Giles Cooke MW calls “the tightening of the screw,” 
Charming Man is on the ascendency. It boasts a ferrous burl and exotic perfumes – a 
confluence somewhere between the tannic spindle of Barbaresco and the aromatic 

levity of Chambolle. 

	

https://www.jamessuckling.com/tasting-notes/231713/thistledown-grenache-mclaren-vale-this-charming-man-old-vine-clarendon-2021/

