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PREFACE BY THE
AUTHOR

The following treatise was drawn up to ascribe grace, its
importance, price and conflict, its due value.

Nowadays, in many places grace is regarded as a given
good which is everybody’s unconditional due, which is
only true under certain conditions.

This is why | find it important to show these correlations so
that we will not be led astray and we will be able to discern
potential deception.

Matthew 24:24



For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possi-
ble, even the elect. (NIV).

We have to be aware that the correct conclusions have to
be drawn from the statements in the Bible, therefore it is
necessary to look at statements in their context. | have on
purpose quoted longer passages of the Bible in order to
show them in their respective context.

| wish you God’s blessing when reading this treatise and
recommend that you ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes
and ears in order to understand how deeply He cares to
lead us into the depth of his thoughts regarding grace.

| do not want to forget to thank my wife Erika with all of my
heart for her input to this book. | always appreciate how
she co-operates with me in her own special way to put
complex thoughts into understandable wording.

| also appreciate the input of other family members and
friends who are by my side with constructive comments. |
am particularly indebted to my daughter Daniela Rang-
Keusen, my friends Thomas Schéninger and Pastor Her-
bert Lang, who were my important companions in the
birthing of this book with their counsel, suggestions, addi-
tions and encouragements. Also, my special thanks to to
llka Engelhardt who translated the Book into English



PREFACE
PASTOR
HERBERT LANG

It requires an assignment from God to write about grace, and it needs
the humble knowledge that our mind will never grasp or know God in
His greatness and wisdom. Rather, the issue is that we know our-
selves before God and His Word as well as our lost state and the
unique gift of grace which takes on shape in Jesus’ cross.

| am grateful that in this book Jesus’ sacrifice is unfolded against the
background of the sacrifices as seen in the covenant made at Sinai,
and thus connections become apparent which have led me even
deeper into wonder about, and worship of, the love of God.






INTRODUCTION

The Bible verses are largely taken from the NIV unless oth-
erwise marked.

Before getting into the issue, | would like to clarify some
basics upon which further thoughts are based.

John 15:5
| am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Jesus teaches us that we are a vessel, a temple, a branch
of the vine or a member of His body. If we take a closer
look at these words, we discover that they point to one
common fact: without being connected to or filled by the
true source, we are not really viable. In other words: sepa-
rate from Jesus we cannot do anything of eternal value.

If we believe that God’s word is true, we also believe Je-
sus’ statement that, apart from Him, we can do nothing.
Then why do we fight with God about what NOTHING is?



e Wouldn’t it be much cleverer to believe God’s word and
act accordingly?

e And if we can’t do anything without HIM, we shouldn’t
actually do anything without HIM.

God created us as human beings and not as human
‘doings’, i.e. God created us to be and not to perform

| could see it my own life and in that of others how quickly
we draw our self-worth from what we are doing. We forget
all too easily that God has purposed us not to do but to
have communion with Him. Every activity which stems
from our own works will never gain God’s approval.

It is one of our basic problems that our fleshly nature tends
to copy behaviour patterns, which already caused Adam
and Eve to fall. They started to have their own thoughts
about the “how and when” of their actions — blended by
some vague notion of self-fulfilment. This made man re-
ceptive to Satan’s insinuations, which flatters our drive
towards independence, and man ate from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. This missing the target sepa-
rated man from their intimate communion with God. How-
ever, it was God’s plan to instruct us about his plans and
works so that they can be carried out according to his in-
tention. But man decided to know by himself, to do himself
and to fulfil himself independently of God’s instruction in-
stead of obeying God, to be counselled by Him and to be
inspired by His wisdom and knowledge.

When we analyse this latently existing ungodly urge to do
something on our own, we discover that in the end this is
based on a lack of identity. This in turn leads to the falla-



cious assumption that we could define ourselves through
our own performance, effort and the fruits of our doing.

This approach is in stark contrast to Jesus’ statement that
we are not servants and slaves but sons and daughters.
Wouldn’t it then be wise to ask him to teach us how to be
sons and daughters?

As long as we do not grasp that sonship is synonymous
with being and is the key to the loving heavenly Father,
I’m asking myself why on earth we are content with sec-
ond, if not third, choice whereas our due would be first
choice. If only we were willing to be concerned again with
God’s offer of entering into the lost, intimate communion
with Him.

| am convinced that the conflict between being and doing
bears one of the most difficult lessons we have to learn.
For especially this realisation accounts for the difference
between a Christian life with underlying performance-
oriented, religious and legalistic traits and one character-
ised by freedom, fulfilment, happiness, and support.

Therefore it is much more relieving to walk in God’s paths
and to do His works than to submit to the frustration which
awaits us on our own erroneous paths.

God cannot and will not deny His Word and His charac-
ter

HE is who HE is and keeps what HE says. HE is the same
yesterday, today and forever. HE cannot and will not
change - simply because HE is God and not man. Contrary
to us, HE is perfect and does not need to change. But we
are not God, hence not “perfect” and therefore dependent
on being changed into the likeness of Jesus.
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The free will

There is one thing which is imperative to note: God re-
spects our free will. HE will never ask us for something
which we wouldn’t offer Him voluntarily or which we
wouldn’t do from our free will. It is solely up to us whether
we allow him to support us in all areas: HE is willing, but
are we? Under no circumstances will HE go against our
will.

However, it could be that God lets circumstances work on
us in such a way that we cannot and do not want to resist
His offer. The story of how God convinced Jonah to go to
Nineveh and there announce the judgement of God is a
case in point.

Whatever the case, we determine how much and where
HE may intervene even though HE is God.

The theme of this book is guided by the following
premises:

| would ask you to look at all statements made in this book
through the filter of these premises. Then, | am sure, there
is no room for self-accusations, condemnation and accu-
sation

o Without Him we can do nothing.
e (God created us to be and not to perform.
e God cannot deny His word and His character.

e He respects our free will and will never violate this prin-
ciple.



THE PRECIOUS PRICE OF
GRACE

e Jesus is risen
e Jesus lives

e Because Jesus lives forever, we also live through
Him

Notwithstanding all joy, enthusiasm and relief which we
might feel because of this, we should and may never forget
the price which Jesus paid so that we can say today:

"Jesus lives and we are alive with Him"

The price HE paid for this was His sacrificial death on the
Cross.



Once we have grasped the extent of Jesus’ suffering, when
we have understood which price Jesus had to pay that we
can say: “We are alive with Him”, only then will we under-
stand from which indescribable lost state Jesus saved us
and how high the price for our salvation was. Only then will
His sacrifice be precious and comprehensible for us.

Hereafter, we want to take a closer look at two Bible passag-
es, Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, and we want to deal with Jesus’
suffering, death and resurrection from a prophetic stand-
point. You could accuse me of using passages from the “Old
Testament”. However, we should know that the “Old Testa-
ment” is a prophetic view of the “New Testament” and that
the “New Testament” is the fulfiiment of the prophecies in the
“Old Testament”. That’s all I'm going to reply to this argu-
ment.

| want us to understand the price our Lord had to pay to re-
deem us from our debt. Therefore | want to try to reveal not
only Jesus’ physical, but also His soul’s misery and suffering.

Isaiah 53:2-3

2 He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his ap-
pearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected
by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in
low esteem.

HE was abandoned by all, even his disciples slunk away; the
only ones staying near him were Mary, his mother, Mary
Magdalene, and John. These three watched from afar. Cour-
age had left them and they were absent. Out of fear ... for
their own lives which before they so courageously were will-
ing to give. All others present, incited by the religious leaders,
had only mockery and scorn for Him. The priests, the Phari-
sees and the scribes seemingly triumphed, but against better
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knowledge ... for Nicodemus, a leader among the Jews,
clearly said:

John 3:2

He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher’ who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs
you are doing if God were not with him.”

Finally they were able to take the troublesome firebrand
down and, before that, to convict him of pretention, as God,
to whom He always referred, did not help Him and - accord-
ing to their interpretation — did not answer him.

Isaiah 53:4-5

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we es-
teemed and stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with his stripes we
are healed. (RSV)

They really didn’t get it! They could have understood it if they
had interpreted correctly the Scriptures which they pretend-
ed to hold in such high esteem, but what does Scripture
teach us? “They have ears and hear not ... they have eyes
but see not” ... but beware, if we do not want to hear or see,
we will suffer the same, we will not be able to see the wood
for the trees.

They did not realize what God’s plan was for His son, that HE
was the sacrificial Lamb of God which would carry our sins
and our iniquities so that we could have peace with God.

Isaiah 53:6-11

Isa. 53:6-11 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned eve-
ryone to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us
all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
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mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that be-
fore its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppres-
sion and judgement he was taken away; and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for
the transgression of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no vio-
lence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the will of
the LORD to bruise him; he has put him to grief; when he makes him-
self an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his
days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand; 11 he shall see the
fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous; and
he shall bear their iniquities.

That’s what Jesus did for us!

e He permitted them to completely disfigure Him
e He allowed men to desert Him

e He allowed them to scorn Him

e He carried our sorrows and pour pains — HE put them on
Himself

e He let soldiers pierce Him for our transgressions
e He allowed them to beat Him up for our iniquities
e He took the chastisement of our peace upon Him
e By His stripes we are healed

This is the result:

e The punishment for all our sin was laid upon Him and thus
’God'’s justice was satisfied.



e Through this HE prepared the way for God that HE can
have mercy on us.

Yet it was the will of the LORD to bruise him. HE has put Him
to grief. HE took our sin upon Himself. Jesus died so that
through His sacrifice HE could offer us as a gift total freedom
from the enslavement of sin.

This means ... redemption in body, soul and spirit.

Let us now take a look at the prophetic view on Jesus’ suf-
fering and death.

Psalm 22:2-3

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far
from helping me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, | cry by
day, but thou dost not answer; and by night, but find no rest.

My God, why have you forsaken me? Let’s keep in mind that
Jesus was always connected to his Father. HE was never
separated from him. HE acted solely on the Father’s bidding
and always sought to be near Him. HE did not know separa-
tion from His Father. HE had never experienced that His call-
ing, His cry was not answered. His connection to God was
always open. HE had a dedicated line to His Father.

Except for these hours on the cross, when HE took upon
Himself the burden of sin and the heavenly Father had to turn
away from Jesus, his beloved son. In these hours He experi-
enced all of the forlornness, the complete forsakenness, the
separation from God ... that is hell!

HE who had nothing in common with sin was all alone in
these hours. Jesus experienced total separation from God as
a man, something that no person before Him had to go
through. No one, neither man nor Satan ever had to experi-
ence this complete distance from God. For even if we disa-
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vow God, HE is still there. HE never banned any person — be
they good or evil — into the darkness of separation from God.
Even Satan has not experienced this complete darkness of
separation from God.

Doesn’t Scripture tell us that Jesus was made sin for us; He
carried our sin to the cross. In this time Jesus was separated
from his Father, the holy God. In His holiness HE could not
have communion with his son, upon whom the sin was laid.
That meant desperation, misery, distress and plight, which
came over Jesus in the face of forsakenness by the Father.

Psalm 22:3-5

3 Yet thou art holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 4 In thee our fa-
thers trusted; they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 5 To thee they
cried, and were saved; in thee they trusted, and were not disappointed.

But YOU are holy...therefore YOU cannot stay in communion
with me in these hours. Although YOU were the hope of the
fathers across the ages and never disappointed them, even
though YOU answered their pleading and calling....But in my
case YOU cannot answer me.

Psalm 22:6-18

6 But | am a worm and not a man, scorned by everyone, despised by
the people. 7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their
heads. 8 "He trusts in the LORD," they say, "let the LORD rescue him.
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him." 9 Yet you brought me
out of the womb; you made me trust in you, even at my mother's
breast. 10 From birth | was cast on you; from my mother's womb you
have been my God. 11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and
there is no one to help. 12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Ba-
shan encircle me. 13 Roaring lions that tear their prey open their
mouths wide against me. 14 | am poured out like water, and all my
bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within
me. 15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to
the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 Dogs sur-
round me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands and my
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feet. 17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.
18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.

This was the suffering of Jesus in a prophetic preview. Not a
single detail was overlooked, neither the physical torture nor
the mental anguish which our beloved Lord suffered. This
also was Jesus. Jesus, who for the love for us lived through
the path of suffering of anguish, He lived through the separa-
tion from the Father to pay the price of salvation for you and
me.

Precisely in this time of suffering, | am sure, HE looked
through the centuries and already then saw you and me, HE
saw us here in our time and consciously said YES to all of us,
it is worth it, and it is the only way | can save them from this
misery, the anguish, and the eternal state of being lost.

Psalm 22:19-21

9 But you, LORD, do not be far from me. You are my strength; come
quickly to help me. 20 Deliver me from the sword, my precious life from
the power of the dogs. 21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;
save me from the horns of the wild oxen. (You have heard me.)

This is the suffering of the unsaved soul, this is the anguish of
being lost, this is the eternal fear, which the soul of those
who are far from God is exposed to forever, but this also is
the much-hailed nothing after death, it’s the rude awakening
into a never-ending nightmare.

Then Jesus’ cry resounded and is still resounding through
the ages:
You have heard me!

Then HE also knew that God answered his calling, his cry in
need. For this cry ended in praise and worship of God, his

21



Saviour. The Holy One of God was heard. God’s resurrection
power became effective in Jesus.

Jesus’ cry of triumph, which caused the enemy to tremble,
for thus his end was sealed, he had lost once and for all. The
“My God you have heard me” brought to us humans the
freedom from sin; it sealed our inheritance in Jesus. The
price of atonement was paid once and for all. The curtain
before the Holy of Holies was rent; Jesus has cleared for us
the access to the Heavenly Father.

But ... why this suffering, why this anguish? Why could He
not just been executed in a humane way? HE would have
died as a just person in any case. True, but the price for free-
dom would not have been paid.

God is just, and the justice of God required punishment and
atonement for committed sins. Someone had to pay for the
guilt committed by man.

Therefore, someone had to be found, someone who was
willing to pay for this debt in order to satisfy the justice of
God. The problem was that this sacrifice could not be offered
by a human or by an animal, as we human beings brought
the whole creation under the yoke of the original sin. This is
where God comes into play.

God loves man and he certainly would have liked to spare us
his judgement. But HE couldn’t do that because HE cannot
deny his character. That precisely is the conflict between
merciful, graceful, slow to anger and faithful on the one hand
and God'’s justice on the other hand.

God’s justice is just the flip side of love: if HE had forgiven
our sins without atonement, HE would not have been able to
bring to justice evil, the evil one, Satan and bring him to final
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eradication. Because God judges according to the principle
“the same right and the same justice for all”. Satan is a rebel,
and all his subjects have become guilty of rebellion. As we as
human beings become part of this rebellion through disobe-
dience, all progeny of Adam came under the judgement of
God according to the law of original sin through their mere
existence on earth. Those who did not accept Jesus as their
Saviour are enemies of God - this is what the Holy Scriptures
teaches us. If God had pardoned us without atonement, HE
would have had to pardon Satan as well.

But there is no limit to God’s wisdom, therefore HE sent his
son as the sacrificial lamb. HE became one of us and lived as
one of us. The difference between him and us is this: HE did
not live under the law of original sin, for God himself and not
Adam was his father.

Jesus was born to die as a sacrificial lamb. But HE has
achieved so much more for us. HE has given us complete
freedom from slavery through sin and thus bought us from
Satan and so put us in the position of sonship and co-heirs.
HE made himself equal to the fallen the unworthy. HE is the
first fruit from the dead; HE is the brother of many children of
God.

Psalm 22:22-28

22 | will declare your name to my people; in the assembly | will praise
you. 23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of
Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israell 24 For he
has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has
not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 25
From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before
those who fear you | will fulfill my vows. 26 The poor will eat and be
satisfied; those who seek the LORD will praise him--may your hearts
live forever! 27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the
LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 28
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for dominion (kingdom) belongs to the LORD and he rules over the na-
tions.

Thus Jesus’ kingdom was erected. He who descended into
the deepest depth has been raised above everything and He
has taken his place at the right hand of the power.

This step of Jesus opened the path of grace to us humans -
our perspective from the dilemma of merciful, graceful; slow
to anger and faithful ... and justice. It is only because of this
that God can be merciful to us human beings, because his
justice was satisfied through Jesus’ sacrifice.

Through this, HE opened for us the way back to our Heaven-
ly Father, if we accept him, Jesus, as our Saviour. The price
has been paid, the way is open, and the invitation has been
given and is valid for every human being. The question is
whether this invitation is accepted. Or a person rejects the
salvation work of Jesus and hence choses to take upon him-
self to pay the atonement for his sins and to pay for it as well.
My dear friends, this is the alternative arising from Jesus’
resurrection. For the one it is the hope for eternal life through
Jesus with God, for the others, who have no regard for his
work and who reject the offered salvation, the redemption
from God’s judgement, eternal separation from God, the an-
guish of hell. That is the consequence!

For the repentant sinner, the one with insight for joy, for the
self-righteous for condemnation. We have to be aware that,
despite the paid price, we only can claim salvation if we walk
in the path which God has prepared. The door to God is Je-
sus. HE, Jesus, said of himself: “| am the way, the truth and
the life.”
He is the way
Which through truth leads to life.
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| don’t want to dampen the joy of the resurrection; | only
want to show the flip side of the coin. The flip side is the vic-
tory price which Jesus obtained for us.

Psalm 22:30-31

30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the
Lord. 31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet
unborn: He has done it!

Here, my friends, David talks about you and me, about “a
people yet to be born.” This is the body of Christ, God’s ulti-
mate creation. This is His people, created for His glory, a
people of kings and priests. This is what Jesus saw when HE
suffered on the cross of Golgotha, when HE bled to death,
when HE died and cried out:

It is finished!

Once we have understood deep down in our hearts what it
cost Jesus to redeem us, when we have realised from which
forlornness, which misery, which eternal anguish Jesus has
saved us, we can no longer play around and we can no
longer play with grace. Then we are on the safe side, then we
are making our salvation sure, for we know whence we come
and where we go and what Jesus has saved us from.

Then it will become the desire of our heart to honour God for
what HE has done for us by honouring him with our life, to
serve him as his servants. This makes Jesus’ suffering ... his
resurrection message so precious for us, because we know
the price, just because Jesus let himself be slaughtered as
God’s sacrificial lamb ... through his blood we have access
again to the Father. Nothing is left from wrongly perceived,
cheap grace, we know the price and we begin to honour Je-
sus’ suffering.
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John 3:16-18

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not con-
demned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only
Son.
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JUSTICE VERSUS LOVE

Exodus 34:6-7

6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the
LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abound-
ing in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and for-
giving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of
the parents to the third and fourth generation."

The meaning of the word Grace: here the Hebrew word
chén for grace

Strongs-Concordance H2603 chén
khane

Grace, i.e. subjective (kindness, favour) or objective
(beauty): - favour, grace, gracious, pleasant, precious,
favoured.

The word chén appears 69 times in the KJV.

Seen in a Biblical context, chén is the unmerited favour
extended by one person to another or by God to an indi-
vidual or all of mankind. In Exodus, 34:6-7 some of God’s
attributes are revealed.
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Merciful, gracious,
slow to anger and faithful.

In Christian theology grace is the unmerited divine gift of
unconditional love, favour, acceptance, forgiveness and of
course salvation from God through Jesus to those who
accept him as Messiah and Saviour (cf. Romans 5).

But this is too simple and does not reflect the core of the
issue. Grace arises from a dilemma.

In order to understand the conflict and to resolve it, we
have to delve a bit into Hebrew thinking to derive the cor-
rect Biblical understanding. Therefore we have to take a
closer look at the roots of our Christian faith. We should be
aware that the Christian faith has its roots in Judaism; orig-
inally Christianity was a Jewish sect.?

Romans 5:1-21

1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we
boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory
in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces persever-
ance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope
does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous per-
son, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still

2 sect (from Latin secta = Party, teaching, school of thought, paradigm) signifies a religious,
philosophical or political direction and its adherents. The designation refers to groups which
diverge from prevalent convictions through their teaching or rituals and often are in conflict with
them.

Primarily a sect stands for a religious community, which split off of their parent religion. The
originally neutral expression has been given a largely derogatory character due to its history and
ecclesiastical usage, and since the 1960s it has been increasingly used in a negative sense.
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sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by his
blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through
him! 10 For if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been rec-
onciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but
we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation. 12 Therefore, just as sin entered the
world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death
came to all people, because all sinned-- 13 To be sure, sin was in the
world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone's
account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from
the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not
sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one
to come. 15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's
grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be com-
pared with the result of one man's sin: The judgement followed
one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many
trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of
the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much
more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ! 18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in
condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in
justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the diso-
bedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the one man the many will be made
righteous. 20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might in-
crease. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so
that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

In Jewish thinking, the loving mercy or grace is a tightrope
walk between the justice and holiness of God. On the one
hand they are God’s character traits, his total and 100%
justice and holiness. Other, also absolute attributes like
love, graciousness and mercy are diametrically opposed to
those. This is not grasped by man. For us humans con-
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cepts like grace, faithfulness and forgiveness are more
easily grasped, albeit with difficulty, in their absoluteness.

But we have to be aware of the fact that an attribute of
God cannot be substituted to the detriment of the other. In
other words: if God let your sin pass without atonement,
he would not be 100% just and holy.

This presents an irreconcilable conflict
To us humans.

The great Jewish scholars explain that God created the
world with the two dominant attributes justice and love.

Grace on its own, which has its origin in the love of God,
would result in sin multiplying. However, God’s justice
would demand that he judge his creation and to bring it to
justice. ®

The New Testament says the following:

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the (free, gracious) gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Jewish scholars say that God’s grace, faithfulness, for-
giveness and mercy are not granted automatically because
that would upset the balance between grace, faithfulness,
forgiveness and mercy on the one hand and justice and
holiness on the other hand.

God’s attributes like justice, grace or mercy can under no
circumstances be reached by anyone. Human control over
God’s attributes is completely precluded. Therefore, not a
single person can through “human efforts in good works”

3 Talmud Genesis Rabba 12:15
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earn God'’s justice or grace. This is God’s view on our
good works:

Isaiah 64:6

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind
our sins sweep us away.

But that does not mean that we are simply freed from do-
ing good works:

Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — 9 not by works, so that no
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.

That’s the secret. It is about works, but such as God has
prepared beforehand. James once said that faith without
works is dead.

James 2:20 and 26

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without
deeds is useless?

26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is
dead.

A question springs to mind:

Does the Old Testament teach justification works?

In the Torah and the prophetic books, the notion is de-
scribed that the grace of God is released by trying to be-
come more like God, by us doing acts of mercy (e.g. giving
alms, taking care of the poor, widows and orphans, et al.).

In Jewish thinking this happens through “doing”, which
opens the door to God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness. By
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contrast, in Christian thinking, this is attributed to faith so
that grace and personal salvation is attained.

e Jewish scholars say that we are to become more like
God.

e The New Testament teaches us that we are to be
changed into the likeness of Jesus as the Spirit of God
desires. This means sanctification.

But what or who, for that matter, is grace? Is it freely float-
ing around in space? Is it an emotion? What is grace in
actual fact? Let us always bear in mind:

Man is condemned to death through transgressions and
sin. God is 100% just and holy.

e His justice and holiness can in no way allow sin and
transgression.

e But as HE is also love, goodness, and mercy - there is
a dilemma.

e Therefore, grace is the conflict between justice and ho-
liness on the one hand and love, goodness, faithfulness
and mercy/grace on the other hand.

And the solution to the conflict is:
e Blood has to flow for the life is in the blood.
e Life originates with God. Hence, something ,divine had

to give its life”, had to die and to pay for our sin and
transgressions.
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I. Sacrificial rituals in the Old Testament

Let us first take a look at optional as well as obligatory
sacrifices in the law in order to gain a better understanding
of the Hebrew sacrificial rituals and to put the sacrifice of
the Day of Atonement into the right context.

A quick look at the various sacrificial categories’ brings
clarity

The main offerings consisted of the olah or the burnt
offering.

Here the whole offering was burnt and not eaten at all.
The word olah means ascent, and the idea behind it was
that the person which brought the offering, would draw
near to God through it. It had nothing to do with sin and
therefore was never obligatory. This is the idea behind
Romans 12:1, which tells us that we should offer our
whole life to God.

Romans 12:1

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship

Next, there was the peace offering, in which man
thanked God for his engagement in the life of man.

This offering was eaten on the altar — part was given to
the priest, and the person bringing the offering ate the
rest together with his family.

Pesach was considered a peace offering; it was not
considered a sin offering. The Talmud says that, when

4

Mark Blitz. “Decoding the Antichrist and the End Times* - page 111
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the Messiah comes, this will be the only type of offering
which will be brought to the temple.

The next type of offering was the chatat or the sin offer-
ing.

The word chatat refers to unintended sin or sin due to
ignorance through negligence and is not used for pre-
meditated, wilful sin. Chatat could be offered for an indi-
vidual or for the nation.

Premeditated sin was dealt with only on the Day of
Atonement Yom Kippur.

Forgiveness in the Torah was always achieved through a
turnaround, the confession of sins, compensation and
the plea for God’s grace and mercy.

In addition, there was the guilt offering. A guilt offering
was offered if someone was not sure if they had com-
mitted a sin; if later it turned out that a sin had been
committed, the person brought the chatat sacrifice. With
the guilt offering a punishment/fine was handed out on
the basis of the event.

Finally, there was the minchah offering or the oblation
and libation offering.

This was a food offering, representing the fruit of labour.
Part of it was offered to God.

Yom Kippur: Festival on the Day of Atonement
On that day, the Jews experienced the impact of the
grace of God for the nation as a whole. Grace was liter-
ally led before their eyes through the sacrifice of two
male goats.

34



The two male goats as a synonym for grace

On Yom Kippur, particularly the whole offering was
brought to the temple; it was the only day on which the
high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies in the
temple in order to receive forgiveness of sins in place of
the people.

There, he sprinkled the atonement cover of the Ark of the
Covenant with the blood of two sacrificial animals. A lot
was cast also for the two male goats. The one on which
the lot “for God” fell was sacrificed for the sins of the peo-
ple. Over the male goat, on which the lot fell “for Azazel™
all the sins of the people of Israel were publicly confessed
by the high priest. Then, the animal “for Azazel” was killed
by driving it over the rocks in the Judean wilderness. This
is the origin of the word “scapegoat”.

e Both animals had to die.

e The one is the sin offering for God on God'’s altar before
the tent of the meeting, and its blood was sprinkled on
the atonement cover of the ark of the covenant in the
Holy of Holies.

e By contrast, the other animal was burdened with the
sins of the children of Israel which it was returning to
Azazel (Satan), the originator of sin itself, and it suffered
death in the desert, though not through the shedding of
blood but through violence by sending it over the edge
of the rocks in the Judean wilderness.

% Leader of the rebellious angels, Azazel is Satan
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Leviticus 16:5 - 34

5 From the lIsraelite community he is to take two male
goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 6
"Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make
atonement for himself and his household. 7 Then he is to
take the two goats and present them before the LORD at
the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He is to cast lots for
the two goats--one lot for the LORD and the other for the
scapegoat. 9 Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to
the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. 10 But the goat
chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive
before the LORD to be used for making atonement by
sending it into the wilderness as a scapegoat. 11 "Aaron
shall bring the bull for his own sin offering to make atone-
ment for himself and his household, and he is to slaughter
the bull for his own sin offering. 12 He is to take a censer
full of burning coals from the altar before the LORD and
two handfuls of finely ground fragrant incense and take
them behind the curtain. 13 He is to put the incense on the
fire before the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will
conceal the atonement cover above the tablets of the cov-
enant law, so that he will not die. 14 He is to take some of
the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on the front of
the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with
his finger seven times before the atonement cover.

15 "He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for
the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do
with it as he did with the bull's blood: He shall sprinkle it on
the atonement cover and in front of it. 16 In this way he will
make atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the
uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their
sins have been. He is to do the same for the tent of meet-
ing, which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness.
17 No one is to be in the tent of meeting from the time Aa-
ron goes in to make atonement in the Most Holy Place until
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he comes out, having made atonement for himself, his
household and the whole community of Israel. 18 "Then he
shall come out to the altar that is before the LORD and
make atonement for it. He shall take some of the bull's
blood and some of the goat's blood and put it on all the
horns of the altar. 19 He shall sprinkle some of the blood
on it with his finger seven times to cleanse it and to conse-
crate it from the uncleanness of the Israelites. 20 "When
Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy
Place, the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall bring for-
ward the live goat.

21 He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and
confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Isra-
elites--all their sins--and put them on the goat's head. He
shall send the goat away into the wilderness in the care of
someone appointed for the task. 22 The goat will carry on
itself all their sins to a remote place °; and the man shall
release it in the wilderness. [...]

34 "This is to be a lasting ordinance for you: Atonement is
to be made once a year for all the sins of the Israelites."
And it was done, as the LORD commanded Moses.

The male goats sentenced to death represent grace.
Through the judgement carried out on the male goats sen-
tenced to death God’s justice was met year after year. Af-
terwards, the love and grace of God could unfold.

The miracle of the red thread
The people needed a sign from God that the sin offering
had been accepted by him. God gave them a sign that HE
had forgiven their debt. In the following this is described as
the “miracle of the red thread”.

6 A remote piece of land so that the male goat was unable to find its way back.
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Originally, the temple priest put a piece of red thread at the
entrance to the outer court. If it turned white after the sac-
rifice of the male goats, the people rejoiced, for their sacri-
fice had been accepted and their sins were forgiven. If the
thread did not turn white, there was general sadness that
the offering had not been accepted ’. Both priest and the
people knew that God had not forgiven them their sins.

On Yom Kippur, all sins are forgiven. The uncleanness of
soul and body, God forgave all of them on this day and
liberated Israel from all of its sins.

On Yom Kippur the high priest publicly confesses the sins
of the people, he asks for himself, his house, the priests
and the holy place and the people for forgiveness, and
through a particular red thread they know whether the high
priest was successful.

The prophet Isaiah refers to this “thread” without naming it
specifically. This was not necessary for the Jews. They
knew how to interpret his words:

Isaiah 1:18

[...]. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall
be like wool.

God legitimised the sin offering year after year through the
miracle of the red thread. The Talmud é reported that this
great miracle of the divine confirmation for the acceptance
of the High Priestly offering, and with it the forgiveness of
sins, ended already forty years before the destruction of

7 Source: Babylonian Talmud, Rosh Hashahah 31b
8 Talmud. It is the canonized work of oral tradition of Judaism and it also is called the “legal code”
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the temple in Jerusalem. God’s glory was no longer abid-
ing in the temple, and therefore there no longer was the
legitimation of forgiveness of sin through the male goats.
The male goats no longer were able to bring grace.

The end of the Jewish High Priesthood

A Jew was supposed to tear his top coat from the top to
the bottom, but the High Priest — and only he — from the
bottom to the top. Jewish authors agree on this, starting
with Rabbi Jonathan ben Usiel, a Tana ° of the first genera-
tion, student of Hillel the Older and a contemporary of Je-
sus, to Maimonides to Michael Creiznach. In the emphasis
on the difference in the gesture of rending the clothes it
becomes visible that the Jewish scholars were well aware
of the fact that their exception to the prohibition in Leviti-
cus 21:10 in the end was against the divine order.

Leviticus 21:10

The high priest, the one among his brothers who has had the
anointing oil poured on his head and who has been ordained to
wear the priestly garments, must not let his hair become unkempt
or tear his clothes.

Until Caiaphas no high priest had applied the assumed
exception. It is decisive that Caiaphas, at the latest
through the way in which he rent his garments, inadvert-
ently signified the end of the old High-Priesthood.

De facto, the High-Priesthood ended with Caiaphas’ rend-
ing his clothes in the night when he mocked Jesus, that
was two days before Pesach, and with the rending of the
temple curtain on Good Friday (one day before Pesach)
and the failure of the red thread to turn white on Yom Kip-
pur in September/October of the same year.

° ATanais a teacher of the law
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Jewish tradition also confirms, albeit inadvertently, a con-
nection between Jesus’ death on the cross, the end of the
temple in Jerusalem and the end of the animal sacrifices of
the old covenant for the forgiveness of sin. In the year 30
the office of High Priest was transferred to Jesus Christ. At
the same time, HE made himself the sacrifice through his
death on the cross in order to atone for the sins of man-
kind and thus initiated the new covenant. In Him the High-
Priesthood was made complete as true and eternal High
Priest, who no longer came from the tribe of Levi but like
the King of Salem and Melchizedek came from eternity.
Thus, the Levitical priesthood was replaced by the eternal
priesthood of Jesus. The fact that HE was crucified by the
high priest of the Jerusalem Temple is no coincidence.

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are
now already here, he went through the greater and more perfect
tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not
a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of
goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all
by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood
of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly
clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we
may serve the living God!

However, as we can see, God did not give up his creation.
HE brings into play another form of grace!

Himself!

Hebrews 10:1-3

1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming--not

the realities themselves. For this reason, it can never, by the same

sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those

who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have
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stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been
cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their
sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins.

Il. In the New Testament - The incarnate glory of God

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.

John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:29
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look,
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

The Lamb of God is the grace

That’s the difference to other religions. Jesus is God incar-
nate and allows himself to be killed as a sacrificial lamb.
Humanly speaking quite an absurd, crazy thought. But
God’s thoughts are much higher than ours. They are at-
tuned to the eternal target of creating for Himself a family,
and HE cannot be separated from this target.

There is one thing we should not forget: in the New Testa-
ment it is just like in the Old Testament. The grace of God
knows no automatism.

God grants grace exclusively at his conditions, and they
are:

e Recognize and acknowledge to oneself that a person
without the sacrifice of Jesus is lost.
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Accept Jesus’ sacrifice as an offered gift.

As a result of this knowledge repent.

Accept forgiveness.

Be willing to lead a sanctified, God-fearing life.

We have to be aware that redeeming grace is not a one-
way street, God has done everything in his power to open
for us the way back to him and HE desires that everyone
should be saved. However, it is our choice whether we
allow us to be saved. HE is willing to save everyone who
wants to be saved. Unfortunately, not everyone wants to
be saved, and in the view of God this is a tragedy.

The miracle of the red thread in the New Testament
In the New Testament we also need to have confirmation
that our sins have been forgiven. It is the following:

e The Holy Spirit witnesses in our heart that we are God’s
children.

Romans 8:16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God'’s chil-
dren.

e The pure conscience

Romans 2:15

They show that the requirements of the law are written on their
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts
sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending
them.
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Hebrews 9:14
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our
consciences from acts that lead to death,[fn] so that we may serve
the living God!

Hebrews 10:22

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full as-
surance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us
from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure
water.

e Peace and joy

Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Romans 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but

of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,

This is what Jesus‘ sacrifice has achieved for us:

e We are children of God, begotten not by the will of a
man but by the Heavenly Father.

e Through Jesus we have eternal life in the presence of
our Heavenly Father as a gift.

e [t is already now that we are living no longer under the
world’s system, although we still live in the world, but
we are citizens of heaven with all its blessings.

e Contrary to people who refuse Jesus, we know where
we come from and where we are going. The answer to
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the question about our life’s purpose is known to us. We
are created to worship God in spirit and in truth.

e Death no longer holds power over us for we are con-
nected with life itself.
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WHAT DOES GRACE
TEACH US

Both grace and faith are God’s gifts. Without God’s grace
we would all be lost, for only those whom the Father
draws to Jesus have a chance to recognize Jesus Christ.

John 6:44
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
them, and I will raise them up at the last day.

For God decided that the way to the salvation of human-
kind has to happen according to his standard. Therefore
we cannot impress God with our performance nor with
good behaviour.

Ephesians 2:10

For we are God'’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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It can never be our works but only grace which opens the
way to be changed into the image of Jesus.

Titus 2:11-13

11 For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men,
12 training™ us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions,
and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, 13
awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, (RSV)

It is clearly written there what grace does for us, i.e. it
brings salvation to all men and it trains us to renounce all
godlessness and worldly passions and live sober, upright
and godly lives, and this in today’s godless times.

Hebrews 10:1

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to
come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by
the same sacrifices which are continually offered year after
year, make perfect those who draw near. (RSV)

The law reflects the real deal in a shadow image, which
nonetheless is not the actual, detailed and coloured pic-
ture. Despite the fact that man offered sacrifices in line
with God’s law, the sacrifices were just a foreshadowing
of the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. God had never intended
the animal sacrifices to make man forever complete, per-
fect, just and holy.

10 Definition of training in the German dictionary: Training is teaching, or developing in

oneself or others, any skills and knowledge or fitness that relate to specific useful compe-
tencies. Training has specific goals of improving one's capability, capacity, productivity
and performance.
Synonyms for “training”: drill, exercise, practice, routine, workout, education, instruction, school-
ing, teaching, tuition, tutelage, tutoring, apprenticeship, centering, concentrating, focusing,
riveting, fastening, equipping, fitting, preparing, qualifying, readying, seasoning.
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Hebrews 10:2

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered? If the wor-
shipers had once been cleansed, they would no longer have any
consciousness of sin. (RSV)

For if, according to the law, the act of sacrificing had tak-
en from man the consciousness * of sin, they would no
longer have needed a sin sacrifice because they would
have been aware that they could stand before God’s ho-
liness without a bad conscience.

If by the law, which represented a shadow of the divine
plan of salvation, it had been possible to cleanse man
once and for all and to sanctify them, they would no
longer have had to live under the consciousness of sin as
they would be aware of this fact. The liberation from the
latent, torturing presence of the awareness of sin or from
being fixated on sin was reserved for the perfect sacrifice
of Jesus.

Hebrews 10:3-4

3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after
year. 4 For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats
should take away sins. (RSV)

But as it is impossible that the sacrifice of animals takes
away sins, the annual sin offerings served as a reminder
of their sins. All the sacrifices were able to achieve was a
foreshadowing of the perfect sacrifice of Jesus which
covered the sins of the people but did not delete them.

A comparison we can understand
The offering of bulls and goats after God’s law is like a
tabletop on which there is a burn mark. The tablecloth

11

i.e. the consciousness that they are sinners and their sin were forgiven.
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can cover the burn mark but it cannot delete it, whereas
Jesus’ sacrifice returned the tabletop to its original state.
Restoration, not covering, is the difference between the
sin offering in the Old Testament and Jesus’ perfect sac-
rifice.

Now we should ask ourselves what was God’s will in this
respect.

We should be clear about one thing: God wanted to show
his people in the Old Testament that they could never
stand before him on their own merits.

To achieve what the sin offering of bulls and goats was
never able to effect — to set man free from the torturing of
the present sin or from being fixated to sin, and to justify,
to make us just and holy and to restore us in body, soul
and spirit ... in short, to sanctify us.

Hebrews 10:9
... He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. (RSV)

He takes away the first, the animal sacrifices after the law
in order to establish the second, the perfect sacrifice. For
the first has no power to wash away the sin of mankind.

Hebrews 10:10
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (RSV)

We are sanctified through Jesus’ sacrifice, which was of-
fered once and for all and does not have to be repeated.
With a single sacrifice, HE once and for all redeemed all
sins. With his sacrifice He made perfect those who are
sanctified. Listen — sanctified and made perfect — i.e. we
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are supposed to know who is sanctified, which are the
following:

Hebrews 10:16

16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those
days, says the Lord: | will put my laws on their hearts, and
write them on their minds,” 17 then he adds, "I will remember
their sins and their misdeeds (lawlessness in German) no more."
(RSV)

Through our works — no, God forbid — this has nothing to
do with our actions and our abilities — only through Jesus’
sacrifice the way of grace has been opened for us. For
we are the pardoned sinner who would have deserved
death, but because of Jesus’ offering God could justify
us.

Hebrews 10:18
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering
for sin. (RSV)

How wonderful is that? If we have been forgiven, there
won’t be any sacrifice for committed sin any more. We
have been acquitted once and for all!

1 John 1:1

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life, (RSV)

HE is the eternal reality.

1John 1:3

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. (RSV)
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Close fellowship, in which Jesus’ very nature inevitably
rubs off on us and in which we are transformed bit by bit
into His likeness as the Spirit of God desires. We who ac-
cepted this message are living in fellowship with Jesus
Christ, who leads us to the Father and gets us to our des-
tination.

1 John 1:6-8

6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. (RSV)

If we say we have not sinned, we deceive ourselves be-
cause we say we do not need to be cleansed by the
blood of Jesus. What is even worse, we say that we do
not need to be saved because we are so good. Should
someone think like this, they have been deceived and are
on their way to ruin.

1 John 1:9
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (RSV)

However, if we come to realise that we are sinners and
confess our sins to God, HE is faithful and just and for-
gives us of all our sins and cleanses us from all unright-
eousness.

1 John1:10

10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us. (RSV)
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Should we say, though, that we have not sinned, we
simply state that God is a liar and his word is not the truth
and it does not apply to us.

1 John 2:1

1 My little children, | am writing this to you so that you may not
sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; (RSV)

This so that you recognize that every man lacks glory
which he should have before God. Doesn’t the word of
God say: “None is righteous, no, not one”? All of mankind
without exception needs Jesus’ cleansing blood for the
forgiveness of their sins. There is no exception. No well-
meaning person, no philanthropist, can boast that they
don’t need Jesus’ salvation.

1 John 2:1b-2

1b but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous;

2 and HE is the expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but al-
so for the sins of the whole world. (RSV)

However, should one of his children sin: doesn’t the word
teach us that “the righteous falls seven times” but always
gets up again? The righteous know that they are just in
God’s eyes and therefore they get up, face their Heavenly
Father, repent, receive forgiveness and are immediately
reinstated into the rights of a child of God. God will not
reproach us for our confessed sins, iniquities and trans-
gressions; the blood of Jesus has power to atone for
sins, iniquities and transgressions and to make the sinner
righteous. God sees our potential and wants to bring it to
full maturity under all circumstances and to release us.
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1 John 2:3-4

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. 4 He who says "I know him" but disobeys his
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; (RSV)

This is the ultimate sign that the truth brings our life into
the light.

1 John 2:5
5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly love for God is perfect-
ed. By this we may be sure that we are in him: (RSV)

This is the truth about our state. He who keeps His word,
and by this, | mean God’s word and the laws’*valid for us
as heathen Christians and those of love, in him the love
of God has been made perfect.

1 John 2:6
He who says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in
which he walked. (RSV)

Those who say that they follow Jesus as his disciples are
also obligated to live their lives in such a manner as has
been laid down in God’s word, in other words living in
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness and self-control and in the fear of the
Lord. For the fruit of the Spirit to grow, we have to look
into his glory with unveiled face, i.e. with an open mind,
and thus we will be changed into the likeness of Jesus as
the Spirit of the Lord wants.

This is and remains the crux of our life in faith. This is
where believing in the grace of God comes into play:

12 Abstain from offerings to idols, idol worship, the eating of blood, abstaining from meat from
strangled animals, not committing fornication
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Hebrews 10:2

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered? If the wor-
shipers had once been cleansed, they would no longer have any
consciousness of sin. (RSV)

We have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus from our
sins, why should we still be conscious of our sins or be
tortured by being attached to sin?

God wants us to live in freedom for which Jesus has paid
a high price. For his word clearly says that whom the Son
has set free he is free indeed. Set free of what?

Free from the consciousness of sin
or from being attached to sin

So does this mean that from now on everything happens
automatically and that | don’t have to do anything any-
more? Absolutely not!
For grace teaches us that, because we were allowed to
experience grace, we are also exposed to the impacts of
grace, which are:

e Recognition of the truth

e Obedience to what realized truth teaches us

e To follow the commands of truth.

Jesus Christ is the truth. Does not HE say of himself: “I am
the way, the truth and the life.” This means that HE is the
way who through truth leads to life. This is what grace
teaches us.
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A brief summary
In the summary, | want to briefly summarize the men-
tioned points.

1.

God wanted us to be taught by his grace to leave the
ruinous paths of sin and to turn to him full of grateful-
ness because we have realized our lost state and that
we were caught in the net of the slavery of sin, and the
resulting judgement of death and that we have under-
stood it.

God does not want us to continue living in a perma-
nent consciousness of sin or attachment to sin but that
we have been redeemed from the slavery of sin by Je-
sus. Through him we have died with him to sin, and sin
as well as the consequences of sin; death no longer
has a right on us. The Son has set us free and we are
free indeed.

God wants us to look to him and to be certain that HE
leads and guides us with his Holy Spirit and brings us
to the finishing line.

His grace brings us to a turnaround. Should we sin -
HE does not cast us out but waits that we turn to him
in humility and confess our sins so that HE can cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. However, it would do us
good to take note that

Grace without transformation is
perversion of divine grace ...
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... l.e. grace without our willingness to be changed has
nothing to do with the planned impact of God’s grace
and therefore is
Pure perversion of grace.

. God does not reproach you nor does HE remind you of
sins, iniquities and transgressions confessed to him.
HE forgave you unconditionally. The blood of Jesus
has the power to not only cover sins and their entan-
glements but to redeem them. To redeem means to
render null and void. God has fixed his eyes on the po-
tential lying dormant in you and regards you as
cleansed and made just by the blood of Jesus because
you humbled yourself before him and confessed your
sins. HE wants to make the potential HE laid into you
to come to full fruition.

. We are called to preach the glad tidings of grace to
lost mankind and to tell them that God loves them and
that HE has opened a way to himself through Jesus
Christ. It is up to every individual person to make a de-
cision. But how can they make a decision if they have
not heard the liberating message.

. According to his grace, the Holy Spirit equips every
one of us to serve in power and authority if only we are
willing. HE doesn’t need the educated ones; HE just
needs the willing persons, those that are fully commit-
ted to him to be equipped. As always when God has
planned something, it is HE who equips, enables so
that no man can boast to have achieved something out
of himself. HE watches jealously that HE gets all the
glory. HE is not willing to share his glory with another.
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DELIVERED FROM MISERY

Romans 1:9
For God ... whom [ serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son

It has helped me a great deal to understand his statement
in the letter to the Romans, what Paul wrote in Romans
1:9. This is also the resolution of our dilemma of how to
deal with our fleshly nature. Therefore, keep this verse in
mind for the following considerations.

Romans 6:1-2

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace
may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still
live in it?

Paul explains to us that, if we are dead, how could we still
hold on to something. A dead person just that: dead.

He is not driven by any craving and sins, contrary to the
living. He is dead and there is no life left in him. Just like a
dead person is dead, we are dead to sins and their crav-
ings.
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Romans 6:4

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.

This really is quite simple: just as we were baptised into
Jesus’ death, we - our sinful being — were buried with him
through baptism, like Jesus we rose to sanctified, new life
by our heavenly father.

Romans 6:5-7

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6
We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful
body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. 7 For he who has died is freed from sin.

Through baptism, we were made like him in death as well
as in resurrection. We have risen to newness of life with
Him and in Him. If by crucifying our old man by uniting in
death with Him, our body was freed from the effect of sin;
therefore, there is no reason to serve sin any longer. For
we have died to sin. No lifestyle, no lust, no craving includ-
ing those of sin has power over a dead person any more.

Let us note:

We died with Christ — because HE is risen, we will also rise
with him to new, eternal life. And just like death no longer
has any right on Christ, for HE, as we, died to sin. And
death no longer reigns over him, and by consequence, no
longer over us either as we died with him to sin. Just like
him, we live for God who has born us again to newness of
life.

Romans 6:11
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So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus.

The question remains how this is to happen, after all, |
know myself. | know my mistakes, | know about my sinful
being which keeps breaking through in my life. We simply
have to know that our spirit” is born again, but not our
soul and our flesh.”

We are spirit, have a soul and live in a body. And precisely
that is our problem. Now the verses in Romans 7, which
are often so difficult to understand, become clear to us.

Romans 7:14
We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a
slave to sin.

The law is spiritual and thus instituted by God; by contrast,
man was sold to sin through the disobedience of Adam
and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Just like slaves, including
their children and grandchildren belonged to the slave
owner; we were sold to sin as slaves.

Romans 7:15-16

15 | do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do,
but what | hate | do. 16 And if | do what | do not want to do, | agree
that the law is good.

These verses are the key to understanding Paul’s state-
ment. | don’t approve in my spirit of what | am doing, alt-
hough | am doing what | don’t want to do ... in my spirit |

13 “Spirit” here means the spirit of God whom the believer receives and under whose dominion he
lives; his life is determined by the spirit of God and no longer by the flesh. He is “in the spirit” and
walks “according to the spirit”, although he can still act “in the flesh” at times.

14 #Flesh” means the body of man, his mortal-bodily existence on earth and, related to that, the
sinful attitude and being. “According to the flesh” means: being dominated by the sinful nature

according to the character of sinful man.
59



agree with the law which judges my behavior. And my spir-
it regards the law as holy and good.

Romans 7:17
As it is, it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin liv-
ing in me.

Because my Spirit is born again, even in situations where
my soul - sold to sin, unredeemed, and not yet sanctified -
sins, and at the same time my born-again spirit agrees
with the law and condemns my carnal desires, it is not my
spirit that sins but my not-yet-sanctified soul and my unre-
deemed flesh.

Romans 7:18-24

18 For | know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my
sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot
carry it out. 19 For | do not do the good | want to do, but the evil |
do not want to do--this | keep on doing. 20 Now if | do what | do
not want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me
that does it. 21 So | find this law at work: Although | want to do
good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being | delight in
God's law; 23 but | see another law at work in me, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of
sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man | am! Who will res-
cue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | my-
self in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in my sinful nature a
slave to the law of sin.

| do not do the good thing | actually want to do, but the
exact opposite that | hate is what | do. Consequently, it is
not my redeemed, born-again spirit who does this, but my
flesh-being bound to sin which is in my limbs. According
to my born-again Spirit, however, | cling to the law of God.

Romans 7:25
25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our
Lord! So then, I myself (falling back on myself) in my mind am a
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slave to God's law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of
sin.

Romans 8:1,5

[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit

5 Those who live according to the (character of the) flesh have
their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in
accordance with the (character of the) Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit desires. (KJV)

Romans 8:13
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spir-
it you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.

This is and will remain the crux of our faith life. Faith in
God's grace comes into play. God wants us to live in the
freedom that Jesus has bought us dearly, because his
word tells us that whom the Son has set free is free in-
deed. Paul, led by the Holy Spirit, wrote Romans 7 and 8
so that we can put the conflict and ambivalence to which
there seems to be no solution into proper context. We
simply have to be aware that we serve God in our spirit.

Once the Holy Spirit gives us clarity about this fact, it liber-
ates us from the permanent awareness of sin or being
fixated onto sin. We serve God in our born-again spirit,
and occasionally it so happens that our unredeemed flesh-
ly being intervenes and rebels against our willing and God-
devoted spirit.

HE by no means wants us to concentrate on committed
but forgiven sins, for if we should do so we obstruct the
godly future prospects.

Does this mean that from now on everything happens au-

tomatically and that | no longer have to take care of any-
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thing? Not at alll Have we not already dealt with the objec-
tive and purpose of grace? Grace teaches and instructs
us. By being able to experience grace, we are also ex-
posed to the effects of grace, which are: to know the truth,
to obey the recognized truth, to follow the laws of truth.

Now all we have to do is find out who or what the truth is?
Indeed, the truth is Jesus Christ. Does HE not say of him-
self: "I am the way, the truth and life?" So HE is the way
that leads to life through truth. That is what grace teaches
us.

Grace has recently been proclaimed improperly. | am not
talking here of misunderstood, cheap grace, but of divine
grace, which shows us the way to life like a navigator. If we
allow ourselves to be taught by grace, this is the divine
aspect of grace; however, if we believe we can remain as
we are because of the proven grace of God, we are deal-
ing with misconceived grace, an ear-itching, seductive
message that ultimately leads to our ruin, because we are
not prepared to let ourselves be changed into the image of
Jesus.

Romans 6:12
Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey its evil desires.

We are to regard as fact that sin no longer can reign in and
through our body with sinful desires. Only we determine in
the end whether we give in to sinful desires or resist them.
We no longer have to sin as Jesus has set us free from the
enslavement of sin. We can freely decide whether we give
in to the desires of our mortal body or not. The gist is:

You determine what you do
And bear the consequences
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Of your decisions

Romans 6:13

Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of right-
eousness unto God. (KJV)

Paul asks us not to use our members as instruments of
unrighteousness but to use them in service of righteous-
ness for God.

Romans 6:14
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under

the law, but under grace. (KJV)

It is because we live under grace and are taught by it that
we are no longer under law which condemns us but under
grace which makes us free and holy and presents us per-
fect before God — and this in body, soul and spirit. This is
what it means to be perfect in the sight of God.

Romans 6:15-16

What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but un-
der grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

(KJV)

Paul here clearly draws a line: can we continue sinning be-
cause we no longer live under law but under grace? Of
course we can. But HE also clearly shows us the conse-
quence of our action, i.e.: “Whom you obey, his servants
you are”.
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According to this it is impossible to persist in our sinful
habits and to fall back on grace and to love as if nothing
had happened.

We need to consider this:

We can only fall back on grace if we are also willing, and |
mean that we have really decided to repent over our latent-
ly existing, sinful habits

e Receive forgiveness and also accept it
o Step over the past

e Let ourselves be changed into the image of Jesus
through the power of grace bestowed upon us.

Romans 6:17-18

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was de-
livered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the serv-
ants of righteousness. (KJV)

Once we all were slaves to sin, but we have become obe-
dient to truth — Jesus’ word - according to the model
which we find in his word and which is confirmed to us
through the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we became servants to
righteousness.

This is Paul’s appeal to radicality in the new life, a life in
which the Holy Spirit leads into holiness. Just like we for-
merly sinned to the fullest, we now are to invest ourselves
in the service of righteousness.

As slaves of sin we had no obligations to righteousness,
which reigns in God’s kingdom. Therefore, Paul shows us
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the final consequence of enslavement by sin ... its end is
death.

Hebrews 12:14

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord.

Romans 6:22-23

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (KJV)

By turning to Jesus, we were released from the depend-
ence on sin with the end result of being transformed into
the image of Jesus. So that we cannot be robbed of the
divine perspective “the eternal life in Jesus Christ”. Con-
stantly keeping before our eyes, the fact that the enemy of
our souls will always try to separate us from grace. Our
battle is not one with human means for it is a battle of faith
over truth which is fought in our minds. So, whom do | be-
lieve, whom do | allow to lead me, truth or lie? Let’s not be
seduced by Satan’s perfidious, old but nonetheless very
effective harassment.

“Did God really say?”
If God said something in His world, HE means what HE

said, for HE says what HE means and HE means what HE
says. His word is truth, and it leads us to life eternal.
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THE GIST

The underlying problem in our relationship with God is our
latent, repeatedly rising aim for independence.

Our unholy, soulish part keeps interfering by rebelling
against our willing spirit. Our soul wants to be independent
of Him in order to realize itself. To shape our way as it sees
fit. We forget that without relying on God and His divine
values, we have no ethical, moral points of orientation or
reference. We lack the inner navigator that leads to life.

In order to draw our attention to this problem, God has
given us laws in the Old Testament, and in the New Tes-
tament HE meets us with grace. However, without his in-
tervention, neither are promising for us.

66



In spite of the shown grace, we must never forget one
thing: as in the Old Testament God showed the people of
Israel through the sin sacrifices, which was to be repeated
every year, that the victims, in spite of the law’s directive,
could not ultimately redeem Israel, and God wanted to
show them that only HE could justify them. That's what
also happens to us. The Holy Spirit also shows us that
without his intervention, we have no chance of completing
the path victoriously.

Paul highlights this in Romans 7

... “O wretched man that lam ...”.
“Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”

... The dilemma in which mankind finds itself is only in-
tended to bring us to the point that we recognize that
without God’s intervention we are unable to make it on our
own. This then leads us to recognize that without His inter-
vention we are lost.

This knowledge prepares us to become willing to exclu-
sively in faith refer to his word and to fully and completely
give up our independence from God because we realize
that we are unable to make it on our own.

Giving up our independence is the only prerequisite to en-
ter into a living relationship with God. This seems to be an
easy step, but its consequence is that we once and for all
forgo our own agenda and unconditionally surrender to
Jesus’ will.

Matthew 11:29-30

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and low-
ly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke [is]
easy, and my burden is light. (KJV)
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Our freedom begins when we take his yoke upon us and
our soul finds rest. Then we no longer have a problem in
being changed in the image of Jesus by the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord.

If, being aware of what we have gone through together, we
would have to answer the question: what does grace teach
us? We can answer it ourselves.

Which is exactly what God tried over the centuries to teach
mankind that, independently of our culture, religious edu-
cation and family background, we are unable to be saved
apart from him.

This is
What grace teaches us
Thank God that He, Jesus, redeemed us. By entrusting

ourselves to him and let the Spirit of God change us into
Jesus’ image, as the Spirit, the Lord, wills.
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THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS

BY ROLF E. KEUSEN

Even though a lot has been said and written

DEMACHT — about the topic of “forgiveness”, the book by
-~ verceune  Rolf Keusen offers unique and important in-
sights, which every Christian should not only

| know but also practice. Different from all
= = Other religions, the God of the Bible offers
Christians the unmerited gift of forgiveness.
If we wanted to, we could forgive others any
debt, receive forgiveness ourselves and enter through this

into a life of complete freedom.

Practiced forgiveness is the key for healed and good rela-
tionships, for a life of freedom, healing and authority. Alt-
hough forgiveness is part of biblical teaching, many Chris-
tians do not take it seriously and they do not practice it.
The psalmist says:

Psalm 103:
‘...who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases.“

When we forgive, then God forgives us also, and the way
for inner and physical healing is opened. This has an effect
on our marriages, family and throughout all of our relation-
ships. We forgive others and our relationships will be re-
stored.

On the other hand, if we don’t forgive that which was done
to us or if we don’t ask for forgiveness of those we have
wronged, then Satan has the right to attack. Possible
points of attack are: sickness, sleep problems, depression
and much more. This is clearly illustrated in the story about
the servant in Matthew 18.
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The worst would be that we decide NOT to forgive — be-
cause then God can NOT forgive us our trespasses either.
God has committed himself to His word to forgive, when
we forgive. That is why the theme of “forgiveness” is deci-
sive in realising a life of freedom.

We are thankful to Rolf Keusen that he has written down
all the connections in clear, comprehensible and profound
ways. We believe that this book will release a great bless-
ing and much deliverance to those readers who will take it
to heart. We approve that this topic will be discussed in
such clarity one more time.

Jesus says: “Blessed is he who listens to his word and
obeys.” We wish that this book causes you to be a listener
and doer of HIS word. It will bring deliverance and healing
in many areas of your life.

Dr. Christoph Haselbarth
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This book deals with the issue of grace. Lately, | was very busy regard-
ing the widespread phenomenon of wrongly understood grace. The
key topic is:

What grace really is

The price that had to be paid
What grace teaches us
What grace liberates us from

These are aspects of grace, which not even long-standing Christians
are all that familiar with, which, if adhered to, we can experience an
unimaginable liberation from thoughts of condemnation, self-
accusation, doubt of Jesus ‘love and we experience what Jesus has
promised us:

“For whom the Son has set free, he is free indeed”.
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