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What Lula’s Win in Brazil Means for the World

Lulu celebrates victory in Brazilian Elections 2022 Photo Credit: Progressive International

The 2022 Brazilian Presidential elections concluded with the victory of former president
Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva. However, he was sentenced for 12 years in prison for his involvement in
the Operation Car Wash corruption scandal that rocked Brazil in 2014. Many view his conviction
as a political “witch hunt.” In 2021, the Supreme Court annulled these charges, allowing Lula to
run for president in the 2022 elections.! The electoral system in Brazil is a two-round system, like
that used in France. To win, a candidate needs more than 50% of the popular vote to win the

election. If no candidate receives such support, the top two candidates from the first round proceed

1 Katy Watson, “Lula: Brazil ex-president's corruption convictions annulled,” BBC, March 9, 2021,

https://www.bbc.com/



https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-56326389

to a runoff election. The first round was held on October 1, 2022, with Lula de Silva receiving
48.43% of the vote and incumbent president Jair Bolsonaro receiving 43.2% of the votes.?

The second round occurred on October 30,

with Lula receiving 50.9% of the votes and Bolsonaro ~ Brazilian presidential elections
o ] ) Votes after 99.99% of ballot boxes accounted for
receiving 49.1%. Lula was sworn into office on

48.43%

January 1%, 2023. Like Trump, Bolsonaro also claimed ~ -v!naciotuladasiva PT)

that the elections had fraudulent behavior, and s ,
air Bolsonaro (PL)

unsuccessfully sought an investigation.> On November

22, 2022, Macelo Bessa, the lawyer representing PUTRTRASDELIBE)  pyUos

Bolsonaro, submitted a request to the electoral tribunal Ciro Gomes (PDT) I e

claiming that the voting machines are untrustworthy.

Many of his supporters have protested the results, Others | 117%

calling it a “stolen” election and argued for the military  Source: Brazil Superior Electoral Court (TSE) [s]5]c]
to intervene and “save Brazil.* The head of Brazil’s electoral court has rejected the petition, calling

it “ostensibly conspiratorial toward the democratic rule of law.”®

Lula’s Record

On the political spectrum, Lula is a social democrat, with his positions generally aligning on
the centre-left. Lula’s first presidency was part of the broader Latin American “Pink Tide” that
brought leftist governments to power across the region starting in the early 2010’s. In 1980, Lula
founded the Workers’ Party, which was a grand coalition of trade unions, church activists,

intellectuals, and Trotskyites, making it the first major socialist party in the country’s history.
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During his time in office, Lula was instrumental in reducing the vast socioeconomic inequalities
that plagued the country.® Crucially, he was key to cutting the level of deforestation in the Amazon

Rainforest. During his second term in office, the rate of deforestation had dropped by about 67%.

o On foreign policy, Lula was influential in
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between Iran and the West and on many occasions,
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opposed unilateral American foreign policy actions.’

sPARAGUAY Even today, “Lula and his party still carry a legacy of
anti-Americanism and they tend to see conflicts, like
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the Ukraine war, through the eyes of the traditional

non-aligned movement.” The prospective Brazilian
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should be condemned, sanctions do not solve 3 N & y

the problem. With rising tensions between the
US and China, Brazil’s interest is to balance

between the two and not take sides. 8

Climate Change

Lula’s victory is a positive development for those seeking to mitigate the impact of climate
change. Speaking at the COP27 climate summit in Egypt, president-elect Lula told the audience

that “Brazil is back,” and that “there is no climate security for the world without a protected
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Amazon.” Under his Government, climate change will be the highest priority. These comments are
in stark contrast to the policies of the Bolsonaro government.® Under Bolsonaro, about 13, 000
square miles of trees were cut down in the Amazon Rainforest from 2019-2020. Nevertheless, it is
too early to be optimistic. Lula will face considerable domestic opposition from the Bolsonaro

friendly Congress and the country’s powerful mining and logging industries.°

keCh P A Pink Tide 2.0?

Lula’s victory took place within the wider

context of other left-wing leaders getting

/ f 27 elected in Latin America. In Colombia Gustavo

Pedro got elected while Gabriel Boric came to

power in Chile. In addition, Evo Morales,

United Nations

mate Chang

AMLO, and Fernandez won in their respective

countries.!! Unlike the prior pink tide, this left-
leaning turn is “less coordinated,” than with the first 'pink tide. This entire time “the right was in
power in almost all countries but... these presidents failed to provide change."'? Bolsonaro’s poor

response to the Covid-19 pandemic was one of the many factors influencing his defeat.

In addition, while many of these leaders have leftist positions economically, they have
conservative stances on social issues. Lula has revealed his personal opposition to abortion but

believes that the public should be able to choose.*® There is not “a homogenous progressive axis
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from Mexico City to Santiago. If anything, there are even more variations than in the past.” ** Lula
himself has admitted that despite winning the election, far-right ideology is “still alive.” °

Crucially, the election of Giorgia Meloni in Italy illustrates that right-wing populists still hold
influence in global politics.
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