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25 December 2022 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, p103 

 

John 1:1-18 

Pointers for Prayer 

 

1. “In the beginning” takes me back to my own new creation in Christ - back to 

significant moments - perhaps even to a single moment which stands out as the 

beginning of my own belonging in Christ.  A prayer of praise. 

 

2. Life - what makes me alive, taking hold of my imagination and energy?  How 

is my life in Christ?  Prayer of gratitude. 

 

3. Light - a fabulous imagery.  It may be that some particular land or seascape 

stands out in my memory as having an especially beautiful light.  Prayer of 

enlightenment. 

 

4. The dark side of refusal and rejection - in my life I probably have said both yes 

and no to grace.  Where am I now in my life?  Prayer of pilgrimage. 

 

5. Wisdom was God’s presence - a feminine presence, because (to use Biblical 

language) just as a man is “incomplete” without the love and companionship of a 

woman, the human person needs to be complemented by God’s wisdom. 

 

6. The power of language in my experience as an entry point to appreciating the 

Word made flesh.  What word am I hearing especially today? 
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Prayer 

We praise you, gracious God, for the 

glad tidings of peace, the good news 

of salvation: your Word became flesh 

and we have seen his glory.  Let the 

radiance of that glory enlighten the 

lives of those who celebrate his birth. 

Reveal to all the world the light no 

darkness can extinguish, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, in the splendour of eternal 

light, God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Office Hours 

Next week the parish office will only 

be open on Friday, 30 December. 

 

 
 

Christmas Message of The Most 

Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, 

Archbishop of Liverpool 

We always speak of Christmas 

celebrations as being a time of joy and 

happiness, and a time to gather with 

family and friends.  We see this in the 

weeks leading up to the feast - a time 

of preparation when people want to 

make sure that everything is perfect. 

This year may have to be different – a 

recent survey suggested that 54% of 

people in this country will be cutting 

back on Christmas celebrations 

against a backdrop of rising food 

prices and energy costs.  It’s very easy 

to lose sight of the real meaning of 

Christmas amidst the tinsel, glitter, 

food and drink, and yet the realities of 

the first Christmas are all around us 

today and we don’t have to look far to 

see them. 

 

Life was uncertain for Mary and 

Joseph too as they travelled the long 

road to Bethlehem where they had to 

take part in a census called by an 

occupying power. Christ was born in a 

stable on a cold winter’s night – not an 

ideal time or place for our saviour to 

be born. His first visitors were 

shepherds who had been looking after 

their sheep on a cold, bleak hillside, 

not the visitors you might expect. 

 

Our times may be uncertain, and our 

Christmas may be different this year 

but the reason for our celebrations 

remains unchanged. 

 

Our annual celebration of Christmas is 

one of love and peace and nothing can 

change that. We believe that our love 

for one another is a sign of God’s love 

for us - ‘God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son’ – and through 

our celebrations we give thanks to 

God for sending us Jesus, born of 

Mary in Bethlehem, announced by the 

angels, and visited by those shepherds 

and later by wise men. 

 

It is the love of God that shines 

through this great feast, and we show 

that love by the ways in which we 

reach out to those around us. To our 

relatives and friends, to those alone at 

Christmas, to those in need who have 

much less than ourselves and by the 
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way in which we welcome those 

seeking refuge in our country. 

 

While some things may have to 

change for us the message of 

Christmas remains the same, precious 

moments with those we love and care 

for, this is the warmth, the comfort and 

the joy which Christmas brings to us 

and those around us. 

 

Above all Christmas is, has always 

been, and always will be a time of 

hope. The hope which the birth of 

Jesus brings is for all time and eternal. 

In his Gospel St John says, ‘the light 

shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it’. Jesus is 

the light of the world shining through 

any darkness in our lives. May this 

Christmas be a time of hope for us all.  

 

I wish you a happy, peaceful and 

blessed Christmas. The Most 

Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP 

Archbishop of Liverpool, December 

2022. 

 

Keep In Your Prayers 

Kitty Heisley, Freda Tansey, Sally 

Moore, Valerie Higgins, Mary Mount, 

Veronica Humphreys, Nora Bartley, 

Vera Leonard, Silva, Gerry Marsh, 

Marian Hawkins, Laura Wakefield, 

Lisa Crompton, Vera Farrell, Barry 

Jackson, Maureen Jackson, Lorraine 

Keogh, May McGrath, Maureen 

Skillicorn, Eileen Ireland, Frank and 

Josie Henesy, Father Vin McShane 

our sick and housebound and all those 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

Baptismal Information 

Next meeting to register and find out 

more Monday, 9 January 2023, 6pm, 

St Mark’s annexe.  All enquiries 

please ring Chris Myles on 07443 018 

816.  If you are looking to book a 

baptism in 2023, please register now 

as dates are filling up.  Please note, 

children due to receive the Sacrament 

of Holy Communion in 2023 require 

to have first received the Sacrament of 

Baptism. 

 

With You Always Programme 

(First Holy Communion 2022/23) 

Please note when the information for 

the next group of candidates is 

available, it will be published in this 

newsletter and on our website. 

 

Bereavement Drop In 

Lord, may we always be present to 

those who suffer bereavement and 

help us to be attentive to their needs. 

 

The next meeting will take place on 

Tuesday, 10 January at 2pm in St 

Mark’s annexe.  If you would like to 

chat in confidence to a listening ear 

over a cuppa then please come along 

as you would be made most welcome. 

 

Church Cleaning 

St Mark’s 

9am, Wednesday, 28 December 

 

Holy Family 

If you are able to spare an hour or so 

please speak with Ann. 
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Thank You 

Theresa Griffiths has now stepped 

down from her cleaning role at Holy 

Family church after many years of 

service to the parish.  Theresa would 

like to thank Father Matthew and all 

parishioners for their kind card and the 

voucher. 

 

The parish would also like to thank 

The Catenian Association for their 

recent donation towards keeping our 

Parish Centre open as a warm and 

cosy space. 

 

Children's Liturgy 

There will be no Children's Liturgy 

over the Christmas weekend and New 

Year weekend in either of our 

churches. 

 

Holy Family Church Jubilee 

2023 marks the Golden Jubilee of 

Holy Family church.  Parishioners are 

invited to join a working group to 

prepare to celebrate this momentous 

event.  If you are willing to volunteer 

please let the parish office know. 

 

Parish Council 

Parishioners, young or old, are invited 

to consider volunteering for the St 

John Vianney Parish Council.  New 

members would be very welcome.  

The Council meets every two months.  

If you are willing to volunteer please 

let the parish office know. 

 

The next meeting will take place on 

Tuesday, 17 January, 7pm, Holy 

Family meeting room. 

CAFOD Christmas Fun Run 

This annual event will take place at 

The Mystery, Wavertree Athletics 

Centre, Wellington Road, L15 4LE on 

Tuesday, 27 December, register from 

10am for the run/walk at 11am. 

 

There will be some hot drinks and 

food/snacks on sale from our 

wonderful caterer and entertainment 

provided by the fabulous Speakeasy 

Bootleg band!  You won’t want to 

miss it! 

 

Halewood Foodbank Update 

The generosity of the public in their 

giving is fantastic however, their 

name might be a bit misleading. 

 

The offer of food is a measure of 

survival but for those coming to the 

foodbank volunteers try and offer a 

standard of living.  Please be aware 

that they cannot use donations of food 

that is out of date so do check your 

donations before you drop them off. 

 

To enable users to live rather than just 

survive the foodbank also offer items 

such as tea, coffee, juice, long life 

milk, sugar, puddings and biscuits. 

Currently they are also in need of 

toiletries (men & women), baby 

goods, cleaning products and pet food.   

It is more than just food for survival 

the foodbank try to offer dignity. 

 

If you would like to donate groceries 

etc but need help bringing items to 

church then please speak to an SVP 

member and collection can be 
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arranged.  Finally, cash donations can 

be made to the foodbank and this is 

used to top up supplies as necessary.  

Thank you for your continued support 

and kindness. 

 

Cost Of Living Crisis: 

The Liverpool Archdiocese 

Venues continue to be open 1pm to 

3.30pm across the archdiocese with St 

Mark’s Parish Centre available on 

Wednesday’s.  Please come along for 

a chat over a cuppa! 

 

Also available at St Columba’s URC, 

Hunts Cross, everyone is welcome to 

come and join us on a Wednesday for 

a friendly morning in the warmth, 

10am-12noon.  Hot refreshments, 

toast and teacakes available free of 

charge. 

 

Recycling 

You can now recycle used batteries 

and empty tablet blister packs at the 

back of church. Please bring these 

along, pop them in the box provided 

and we’ll do the rest. 

 

Used Postage Stamps 

& Funny Money 

The parish office collects both of these 

so please pass yours in.  We send them 

off to Nugent who do something 

magic with them that turns both in to 

much needed funds to support local 

families in crisis. 

 

 

 

 

How to Receive this 

Newsletter by Email 

Go to our website 

www.parishofstjohnvianney.co.uk 

 

Click on the Latest tab. 

 

Scroll down the page until you see 

Newsletter via email and click on this. 

Complete the form and press Send. 

 

If you need help then please ring the 

parish office and they will guide you 

through the process. 

 

Our Housebound Parishioners 

If you find that you are getting to the 

stage of life where it is becoming 

impossible to get to Mass, please 

don’t just disappear!  Get in touch 

either directly with Fr Matthew or the 

Parish Office.  Fr Matthew will be able 

to pop round to pray with you and see 

what else might be helpful.  You are 

still a vital and essential part of our 

parish community, even if you can’t 

get to Mass. 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 

In times of illness or suffering we are 

offered anointing with holy oil to 

strengthen us.  The sacrament can also 

help us to experience healing of mind, 

body and spirit and we receive the 

forgiveness of our sins.  Anyone 

feeling the need of the sacrament is 

very welcome to approach Fr Matthew 

before or after Mass or via Parish 

Office. 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession) 

Fr Matthew is usually available in the 

20 minutes before each Mass to hear 

confession.  He will be sat towards the 

front of the church, please approach 

him directly and make your request 

known. 

 

Parish Finance 

Please consider making your 

contributions by Standing Order or 

Gift Aid it, contact office and we’ll do 

the rest. 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes  £332.10 

GASDS Loose   £265.85 

GASDS Envelopes  £  80.00 

Standing Orders   £367.23 

Total Offertory         £1045.18 

Bonus Ball 31   £  84.00 

 

Second Collection: 

25 December, Nugent. 

 

 

 

 
New Year’s Eve at 

St Mark’s Parish Centre 

Music & DJ from 7pm. 

Tickets £5 

Available from the Parish Centre. 

 

 

 

 

Links to Access Livestream Masses 

These are available on our parish 

website, Latest page. 

 

 

 

Guiding Star 

Lord, the sight of the guiding star, 

brought hope, courage and joy to 

those who had journeyed to find you. 

When our journey seems long, when 

hope seems far away, when our 

courage is failing fill us with faith 

and trust; shine your light on our 

fears, lift our hearts with your joy. 

Help us to recognise you in our 

brothers and sisters throughout the 

world; show us how we can work 

together so that we may all come to 

share in the life promised to us by 

Jesus, the Saviour of us all. Amen 
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Wishing all parishioners and visitors to the parish over 

these days a peaceful and blessed Christmas, 

and a very happy 2023. 

 

Fr Matthew 
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Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

 
24 December 2022– 1 January 2023 

 

We Pray Especially For 

Saturday, 24 December, 

6pm – Children’s First Mass of Christmas, 

St Mark’s 

8.30pm – Carol Service, Holy Family 

9pm – First Mass of Christmas, Holy Family 

 

 

People of the Parish 

 

 

People of the Parish 

Sunday, 25 December, 

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

9.15am – Mass, St Mark’s 

11am – Mass, Holy Family 

 

 

 

People of the Parish 

People of the Parish 

Monday, 26 December, Feast of St Stephen 

12noon - Mass at St Ambrose, Speke 

12noon – Mass at Bishop Eton 

6pm-7pm – Exposition & Private Prayer, Holy Family 

 

 

Tuesday, 27 December, Feast of St John 

9am – Service of the Word, Holy Family 

9.30am – Mass, St Ambrose, Speke 

12noon, Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Gateacre 

 

 

Wednesday, 28 December, 

Feast of the Holy Innocents 

10am-11am – Exposition & Private Prayer, St Mark’s 

 

 

Thursday, 29 December, 

Feast of St Thomas of Canterbury 

9am – Morning Prayer Online via zoom (see website) 

6.30pm - Mass, St Mark’s 

 

 

 

Colin Birkett, Tony Crompton, 

John Ross 

 

Friday, 30 December, Feast of the Holy Family 

9am – Mass, St Mark’s 

 

Mary, Joseph & Peter Murphy, 

John Quirk 

 

Saturday, 31 December, 

5.15pm, Mass, Holy Family 

Sadie & Jimmy Devine, 

Ann Talbot, Ellie Davies 

 

Sunday, 1 January 2023 

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

9.15am – Mass, St Mark’s 

11am – Mass, Holy Family 

 

 

Vincent Carden, Jackie Bakstad, 

Eileen Gustafson 

People of the Parish 


