
 

Your Spiritual Director will be  

Father David Beaumont, OFM, Cap. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS of YOUR TRIP 
 
 

Mass at the Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

Visit the Tombs of Saint Francis & Saint Clare  
  

Visit the medieval town of San Gimignano  
 

Cathedral of Orvieto  
 

Veil of Manopello 
 

Visit the Basilica of Santa Maria delle Grazie 
 

Padre Pio Feast Day Celebrations 

in San Giovanni Rotondo 
 

Enjoy the Trulli of Alberobello,  

a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
 

Visit of the Tomb of Padre Pio in  

the Church of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina  
 

Mass in the beautiful chapel inside Casa Sol-
lievo della Soffernza, Padre Pio’s hospital  

 

Tour the quaint town of Mount Sant’Angelo 
that is home to Saint Michael’s Cave 

 

Spend time in Pietrelcina,  

hometown of Padre Pio 
   

Panorama of Rome including a visit to the four 

major Basilicas of Rome –  
Saint Mary Major, Saint John Lateran,  

Saint Paul Outside the Walls and Saint Peter’s 
  

YOUR TRIP INCLUDES: 

 

Round trip air from JFK or  

Newark Airport -Taxes included  
 

First Class Hotels  

 
Breakfast and Dinner Daily  

 

Air-conditioned motor coach  
 

English speaking guide  
 

Sightseeing as per itinerary  

 
Porterage-one piece of luggage at hotels 

 

All taxes and service charges 
 

Daily Mass and Rosary 

Pilgrimage Price: Double/Triple per person: $3,799.00    Single supplement: $700 

Join us on an 11 day  

Padre Pio Pilgrimage 

to Italy 

September 17—27, 2023 



ITINERARY 
 

Sun, Sept 17
th

: New York/Rome   
Depart JFK or Newark Airport on your overnight flight to Rome. Dinner served in flight.  
  
Mon, Sept 18

th
: Rome/Assisi   

Upon arrival we are transferred to Assisi. First we will visit the 
Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli, Our Lady of the Angels, 
that houses the Porziuncola inside its walls. Porziuncola refers 
to the Benedictine chapel Saint Francis restored when he was 
a young man. From there we will make our way to the Basili-
cas of Saint Francis and Saint Clare, where we see the tombs 
of the two Saints.    
  
Tue, Sept 19

th
: Assisi/San Gimignano/Assisi   

Today we travel to Tuscany to visit San Gimignano. San Gimignano rises on a hill dominat-
ing the Elsa Valley with its towers. The construction of the towers dates back to the 11

th
 and 

13
th
 centuries.  Once the seat of a small Etruscan village, it began its life as a town in the 

10
th
 century taking its name from the Holy Bishop of 

Modena, Saint Gimignano, who is said to have saved 
the village from the barbarian hordes. The town in-
creased in wealth and developed greatly during the 
Middle Ages thanks to the "Via Francigena" the trad-
ing and pilgrim's route that crossed it. After our visit, 
we go to a Winery for a Wine and Food tasting.   
  

Wed: Sept 20
th

: Assisi/Orvieto   
Morning departure to Orvieto. The Cathedral of Orvieto is a large 14th-century Roman Cath-
olic cathedral dedicated to the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary. You will be delighted with the exterior of bright 
and colorful mosaics that depict the life of The Blessed 
Mother, from Her assumption into Heaven, the Nativity, 
up to the Coronation. 
 
There is miracle that occurred in Oriveto in 1263.   A 
priest was on a pilgrimage to Rome to ask for strength in 
his vocation and to remove his doubts about the pres-
ence of Jesus in the Eucharist. On his way he stopped 
at Bolsena. During Mass when the priest said, "This is 
My Body," the Host began to bleed profusely. The priest took the corporal and wrapped up 
the bleeding Host, although blood fell on the marble floor in front of the altar. He immediately 
took it to Pope Urban IV who was in Orvieto at the time. The Holy Father declared that a Eu-
charistic miracle had occurred. The Holy Father created a new feast, the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, to commemorate the Miracle of Bolsena. The bloodstained corporal is in this cathe-
dral. 
 
 
 
 



Thu, Sept 21
st

: Orvieto/Manopello/San Giovanni Rotondo   
Morning departure to San Giovanni Rotondo. En route we stop at Manopello to see The Veil 
of Manoppello.  
 
After taking Jesus’ body off the cross, it was moved to the tomb which belonged to Joseph 
of Arimathea. He was an influential and affluent man, a member of the Sanhedrin, and ac-
cording to John he was also a disciple of Jesus. He asked Pontius Pilatus to approve the 
burial. The request was complied with, after making sure of Jesus' death. Had it not been for 
Joseph's interference, His body would probably have been thrown into a common grave to-
gether with other crucified people. Joseph bought the burial shroud and 100 pounds of 
myrrh and aloes. The body was placed in a niche on the cloth, wrapped in two shrouds and 
bound with bands. The head was wrapped with a cloth and the cap was put on it. The fine 
byssus cloth veil (made of sea silk) was placed on top. Joseph was assisted by Nicodemus, 
who was a Jewish dignitary, a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin. 
 
It is believed that the cloth that was placed on the face of Jesus is the Veil of Manopello. Not 
to be confused with Veronica’s veil. 
 
After our visit, we continue to San Giovanni Rotondo. 
  
Fri, Sept 22

nd
: San Giovanni Rotondo/Alberobello/San Giovanni Rotondo   

Alberobello is a small Italian town that was recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1996.  The streets are narrow and hilly, houses are white, the weather is pleasant, and life is 
slow. But if you take a closer look at some of the houses, you will think you landed in fantasy 
land. Small houses called TRULLI (Trullo is singular) with conical roofs are dotted every-
where around you. 

 
Upon closer investigation, you will find that these small 
houses are actually real and people still live in them. 
Alberobello is in Puglia, (as is San Giovanni Rotondo) a 
region in Southern Italy, not far from the city of Bari. It is 
famous for its unique small historical houses called 
trullo (plural trulli). The name of the city originated from 
the medieval Latin name of the region “siva arboris 
belli” (The wood of the tree of war). 
 
Upon arrival our guide will show us around this beauti-
ful and interesting town. 

 
After our visit, we return to San Giovanni Rotondo and prepare for the outdoor mid-
night Mass honoring Padre Pio.   
 
Sat, Sept 23

rd
: Feast Day of Padre Pio and Visit the English Office 

This morning we will attend Padre Pio’s Feast Day Mass at his church.  After Mass, we visit 
the new Church of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina to see Padre Pio’s Tomb. Following this we will 
go to the English Office for a talk on Padre Pio and have the opportunity to be blessed with 
his relics.  The remainder of the day you are free to enjoy the Feast Day festivities, see 
some of the local shops and explore the town where Padre Pio spent the last 50 years of his 
life. 



Sun, Sept 24
th

: San Giovanni Rotondo/Saint Michael’s Cave  
Today we visit Saint Michael’s Cave where Saint Michael the Archangel appeared.   
 
First Apparition The first apparition, known as the bull epi-
sode, is dated 490; it is the most astonishing and tells the sto- ry 
of a rich lord who went in search of a lost bull from his herd.  At 
last he found it on the top of the mountain kneeling down at 
the opening of a cave. Filled with anger, the lord shot an ar-
row against the rebellious animal, but instead of hitting the 
bull the arrow unaccountably wounded the foot of the wealthy 
man. 
 
Upset by the event, he went to see the Bishop who, after lis-
tening to the account of the extraordinary adventure, ordered 
three days of prayers and penance. As the third day ended, 
the Archangel Michael appeared to the Bishop and spoke to 
him:  
 
“I am the Archangel Michael and I am always in the presence of God. This cavern is sacred 
to me, I have chosen it; I myself am its watchful custodian… There, where the rock opens 

wide, the sins of men can be forgiven… What is asked here in prayer will be granted. There-
fore, go to the mountain and dedicate the grotto to the Christian religion.”   

 
Second Apparition The second apparition, known as the victory episode, is linked to a mem-
orable victory of the town of Siponto against the enemy troops. The complete victory, fore-
told by the Archangel during His apparition to the holy Bishop Lawrence Maiorano, took 
place on May 8

th
 and the Lombards (Germanic people who ruled most of the Italian Penin-

sula from 568 to 774) attributed it to the intercession and help of the Archangel. 
 
Third Apparition The third apparition, also called the Dedication episode, is linked to the be-
ginning of the cult on the Gargano when all the Apulian bishops went in procession to the 
holy grotto and they found that a primitive altar had already been erected, as announced by 
the Archangel to Lawrence Maiorano; moreover, according to the legend, they found Saint 
Michael’s footprint in the rock. 
 
Gargano is one of the most advanced eastward land of Italy and so, thanks to its geograph-
ical position and the fame acquired for these apparitions, the Byzantines held it under their 
dominion together with some other regions of the Adriatic coast.  
 
During this period the Sanctuary structure was very different from the current one. Pilgrims 
arrived at the shrine from the Carbonara valley through a portico and a gallery that gave on 
to the irregular and deep cavern. 
 
Then, in this period, according to the oriental liturgy, Saint Michael was venerated as the 
one who presents the souls of dead to the divine throne and as a healer of illnesses (Apollo 
was a healer god) rather than as a great warrior. 
 
It was very famous the so-called “drop”: a miraculous water that dripped from the rock of the 
cavern and, according to the tales, healed every kind of diseases. 
 



Mon, Sept 25
th

: San Giovanni Rotondo/Pietrelcina/Rome   
This morning we depart for the Rome, the “Eternal City.”  But first a 
stop at Padre Pio’s birthplace and home town of Pietrelcina. We 
visit Padre Pio’s home, the Church of Santa Ana, where he was 
baptized and we have Mass at Santa Maria degli Angeli where Pa-
dre Pio celebrated Mass.   

 
We leave this quaint, little village and stop in Piana 
Romana to visit the chapel that was put in place 
around the tree that Padre Pio was praying under 
when he first received the invisible stigmata.  A 
small chapel has been built around the tree and is 
visited by many pilgrims.  You will also see his fami-
ly’s farm house and the church built for the Jubilee. 
 

From here we continue our journey to the “Eternal City.”  Upon arrival we will check into 
our hotel. 
 
Tue, Sept 26

th
: Rome   

Today we have a full day Tour of Rome. 
We see the Coliseum, the Roman Forum 
and the monument to Victor Emmanuel. 
We leave our bus for a walk-through 
Rome. We start at Piazza Navona where 
we see the artist square and the cafes that 
line it. Minstrels pass from cafe to café en-
tertaining the tourist. We continue through 
the side streets of Rome to the Parthenon.  
We end our stroll at the Trevi Fountain 
where we stop to toss our coins in the 
Fountain. During our tour, we visit the four 
major Basilicas of Rome- St. Mary Major, 
St, John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the 
Walls and St. Peter’s.  
We return to our hotel for our last dinner 
together. 
 
Wed, Sept 27

th
: Rome/USA   

Morning departure to Rome airport for our 
return flight to the USA.  

 
 

A Pilgrim’s Prayer 
Dear Lord,  

Please stay close to us and bless us with many graces on our journey.   
Keep us safe and healthy as we travel.   

And let us be given the gift of new friendships along the way.   
Amen. 





 

  

 

 

 

Name (as it appears on your passport): 

Address: 

City:                                            State:                                 Zip: 

Telephone: Email address: 

Will your room be a:   (    ) single (limited-add $700)     (     ) double     (     ) triple 

Name of Roommate 

Are you a US citizen?  (     ) Yes     (     ) No 

Date of Birth: 

Passport Number:                                                         Expiration date: 

Contact in the USA Phone:                                          Relationship: 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  Cancellation made by passengers.  Of the $700.00 deposit, $300.00 is non-refundable in 

case of cancellation.  70 days to 46 days a $700.00 penalty is imposed.  45 days to 16 days a $700.00 penalty PLUS any 

penalty imposed by the airlines and hotels.  15 days or less may result in loss of entire cost, depending on what we can 

recover.  Once travel has commenced, no refunds for unused portions can be made. TRAVEL INSURANCE IS AVAIL-

ABLE AND ADVISABLE If you have a pre-existing condition, it is important that you take Travel Insurance within 10 

days of booking.   In the event that a group does not travel due to low participation, passenger deposit will be returned 30 

days after cancellation. 

Signature: Date: 

Credit card number: 

 

Expiration date:                                                       CVV: 

 

Name as it appears on your card: 

 

Billing Address: 

  

Amount to be charged:  $ 

  

Signature:                                                              Date: 

  

Little Flower Pilgrimages 
September 17 – 23, 2023 - Tour PIO0923 

Please return this form with your check or credit card information to: 

LITTLE FLOWER TOURS & TRAVEL, LTD., 145 Fieldstone Road, Staten Island, NY 10314 

A $700.00 DEPOSIT IS DUE AT TIME OF BOOKING - FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE June 17, 



Little Flower Tours and Travel 
Travel Insurance Enrollment Form 

EVERYONE MUST FILL OUT THIS FORM AND SIGN BELOW  

WHETHER YOU TAKE TRAVEL INSURANCE OR NOT. 

Travel Insurance is optional but STRONGLY recommended. 

Even if you are NOT taking the Travel Insurance, you must fill out the insurance form     

below and indicate NO in the premium box and return it with your reservation. 

Every traveler must fill out their own individual form. 

Insurance payments are non-refundable. 

  INSURANCE FORM – PILGRIMAGE #PIO 0917 

 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City:                  

                                                   State:                                 Zip: 

Telephone: 

 

Are you a US citizen?  (     ) Yes     (     ) No 

I will take the travel insurance  (    ) YES       (    ) NO 

 

If you are going to add travel insurance for your trip, 

please call Susan at 718-761-1251. 

The rates vary so she will give you the current rate. 

 Please make your Insurance Premium check payable to: 

LITTLE FLOWER TOURS & TRAVEL, LTD. 

Mail to: 145 Fieldstone Road, Staten Island, New York 10314 

718-761-1251 or outside NY call 888-843-7373 

If you want to receive a waiver for a pre-existing condition, your premium must be re-

ceived by Little Flower Tours within 10 days of your initial trip deposit provided you are 

not disabled from travel at the time of your premium payment. 
  

Signature                                                            Date 

We look forward to traveling with you! 


