
 

 

Scripture Readings & Prayers         Second Sunday After Epiphany         January 14, 2024 
 

 

 OPENING HYMN       “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky”         ELW #301 

               Verses (1-5) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you give. 

May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

A A READING FROM 1 SAMUEL THE 3rd CHAPTER 

 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions 

were not widespread. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 

room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark 

of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 

am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called 

again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie 

down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 

 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 

servant is listening 

 

A THE WORD OF THE LORD.       C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 PSALM: 139:1-6 

A A READING FROM PSALM THE 139th CHAPTER 

 

 1LORD, you have | searched me out; 

  O LORD, you | have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts | from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 

  and are acquainted with | all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. R 

 5You encompass me, behind | and before, 

  and lay your | hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

 

A THE WORD OF THE LORD.       C Thanks be to God 

 

 

  GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 

P THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE 1st CHAPTER 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 

about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to 

him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael 

asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 



 

 

believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said 

to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man.”  

 

P THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.       C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 HYMN OF THE DAY        “Listen, God is Calling”        ELW #513 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders of your church be trustworthy 

and accountable stewards, that all its resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities. God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal areas of the world harmed by 

human greed. Restore those recovering from natural disaster. Protect our forests and waterways and all the 

creatures that live in them. God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of wisdom. Give them visions of 

justice and unity. Lead them to action that promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of 

society. God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who know our inner hearts, be present 

with any who are oppressed, victims of racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration 

(especially) Mary Anderson, Norm Bauer, Sue Bird (Wisconsin), Barbara Birger, Linda Hartney, Carol 

Huff, Rev. Carol Lindsay, Lynne Neibert, Sharon Peterson, Bernice Ronnow, Mabel Rapp, Brenda 

Richardson, Kristin Runolo, Heather Viscito and those we name aloud, and in our hearts (pause). We also pray 

today, Lord for our homebound members and our military personnel, persons facing abuse and those struggling 

with mental health issues.   

God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired and empowered to do your work 

in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful as we build communities of inclusion and mutual care. God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we remember all who have died and are 

at peace among the saints God of grace, 

C Receive our prayer. 
 

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts in the 

name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

 SENDING HYMN          “Here I Am, Lord”           ELW #574 


