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PRELUDE  
 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME  
 
 
ñ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners  
for the planting, for the harvest, for the meal.  
 
But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
 
First, consider:  
Where have you gone wrong this week? 
How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your neighbor, 
and with yourself? 
 
[Silence for reflection.] 
 
P Let us confess our sins together. 
 
C We know we have harmed each other and damaged our relationship 
with you. But we fear that admitting our sin will only drive us deeper into 
isolation. 
 
 

 

10:15 am Holy Communion 
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A So we sneak a bite from the fruit that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence of our disloyal decisions. 
 
P We create distractions to hide what we have done. 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
 
C And we avoid you. 
God, you are perfect and holy. 
But we are imperfect and lonely. 
 
A And you know we have broken trust, abandoned faith, invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage that bears our fingerprints. 
 
C And our shame feels more intimate than your love. 
What have we done? 
Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 
P Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done so we can set down our guilt.  
And God only asks where we have gone because God wants to bring us back. 
 
+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
 
You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it. 
God knows all and forgives all. 
 
The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely given?? 
 
C We do. We embrace your mercy, and we thank you, God.  
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GREETING  
P Greetings to you in the name of Jesus, our conversation partner;  
the Holy Spirit, our great unknowable mystery; and the Creator God, the one 
who answers shame with love. 
C Amen.	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KYRIE 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY       (insert) 
 
 
 
òSCRIPTURE READINGS      (insert) 
 
 
 
ñGOSPEL VERSE      “Ask the Complicated Questions”  ACS #1005 
                                            (Verses to be announced) 

 
 

 
GOSPEL READING        (insert) 
 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   (insert) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
P For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say 
it without thinking about it. 
 
Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions 
so you might truly consider what you believe.  
If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to those around you.  
Borrow some faith from them as we share these ancient words.  
 
P Do you believe there is a God who made us? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
P Do you believe this God sent a child named Jesus to save this world? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P Do you believe the Holy Spirit animates our faith and empowers the church 
today? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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THE PRAYERS   (insert) 
 
 
ó  PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us share the peace. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God, what will you do with these gifts? 
We may never know.  
But we carry a faith passed to us through generations.  
We set the table with food and drink harvested by many hands. 
We break the bread of answered prayers. 
Use the gifts we give today to grow tomorrow’s mercy. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P Where is our God? 
C God is here in this place. 
P Where are your hearts? 
C We have given them to God. 
P What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
C We shall give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
P Praise and thanks go to you, Great God, for at the beginning of time 
you wondered what your Spirit hovering over the water could bring forth: 
Sky and sea?  
Sun and moon? 
Land and plants and animals? 
People made in your divine image? 



 9 

C The answer was yes. 
Everything you made was good. 
 
P From the first days of humankind, when your people fell far from you in sin, 
you always lovingly inquired, 
C Where are you? 
 
P When they were enslaved, you questioned the oppressor’s true power 
to set your people free. 
When they were hungry, you sent them mysterious food, they asked, 
C "What is it?" And the answer was good and sustaining. 
 
P Any time your people were exiled and afraid, you asked the prophet if the 
dry bones of their self-inflicted pain could live anew. 
C The answer was yes. 
 
P Out of your unflinching yes for our salvation, you sent to us Jesus, 
a savior with questionable beginnings from a dubious place. 
When everyday people met your Son, they asked, 
C “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 
P When religious leaders heard Christ’s teachings, they wondered,  
C “Can these words come from the God we know?” 
P Folks had their doubts, but Jesus’ faith compelled them to ask, 
C “Is this really the one who will save us from our sins?” 
 

P Christ’s abundant forgiveness to sinners, 
humiliating death at the hands of the state,  
and glorious resurrection from the depths of the tomb 
all answered  
C yes! 
 
P Now, humble people, we respond with our own affirmation. 
Is our God loving? 
Does our God work for the good of those who wait for justice? 
Does our God bring new life to those who have died? Let us shout together, 
C yes, yes, yes! 
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SANCTUS 
P Lord, hear us as we join the praise of all your saints saying,  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P For all this,  
even the people who knew Jesus best 
carried doubts and uncertainty in their hearts. 
 
P So to explain God's love, 
and to show it and share it, 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread,  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P If you wonder whether God really wants you  at this table, Jesus answers yes. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
ò DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI   
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ñ POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs 
of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P God, the giver of love, 
☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
ñ SENDING HYMN  (insert) 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Prayers for the homebound  
U Pray for our elderly members who are unable to attend worship and help us 

to minister to them faithfully especially June Kaiser, Jean Kissack, Eddie 
Leicht, Nancy Leicht, Rocky Metroka, Fred Miller, Helene Miller, and Edith 
Nahirniak. 

Prayers for the military 
U Protect and comfort our servicemen and women as they stand in harm’s way 

(especially), Steven Bobrowski, Jeff Hill and Phillip Spatz.  We pray for 
families and countries in conflict throughout the world. 
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