
 

Scripture Readings & Prayers          Third Sunday of Lent     March 3, 2024 
 
 
ñ OPENING HYMN          “God Loved the World”          ELW #323 
                 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in 
your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
 
ò FIRST READING: Exodus 20: 1-17 
A A READING FROM EXODUS THE 20th CHAPTER 
 
1God spoke all these words: 
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have 
no other gods before me. 
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 
 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. 
 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh 
day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or 
female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 
 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you. 
 13You shall not murder. 
 14You shall not commit adultery. 
 15You shall not steal. 
 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, 
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
A THE WORD OF THE LORD.       C Thanks be to God 
 
 
ò SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
A A READING FROM 1 CORINTHIANS THE 1st CHAPTER 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
A THE WORD OF THE LORD.       C Thanks be to God 
 
 
ñ  GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
P THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE 2nd CHAPTER 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 



 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

P THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.       C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
ñ HYMN OF THE DAY       “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”        ELW #335 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
A Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and a 
world in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A You alone are God. We thank you for the gift of sabbath rest. Awaken the church to the mystery of your 
presence and give us glad hearts as we receive the good news of your deliverance. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A You renew creation. Drive out those who would make the earth a marketplace. Protect rainforests, 
mountaintops, oceans, and wilderness areas from commercial exploitation. Unite nations, policymakers, and 
businesses in efforts to reduce carbon emissions. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A You judge the nations. We pray for an end to war and strife in every land. Strengthen international efforts to 
negotiate peace and provide humanitarian aid to people fleeing from conflict. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A You bring healing and hope. We give thanks for physicians, nurses, researchers, therapists, and public health 
workers who prevent and treat illness. We pray for any who are sick (especially) Barbara Birger, Dorette 
Bobrowski, Trish Evanik, Linda Hartney, Rev. Carol Lindsay, Lynne Neibert, Brenda Richardson, Bernice 
Ronnow, Kristin Runfolo, Bonnie Sveum, Heather Viscito and those we name aloud, and in our hearts (pause). 
We also pray today, Lord for our homebound members and our military personnel, persons facing abuse and those 
struggling with mental health issues. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A You abide with your people. Sustain any in this community undergoing life transitions: marriage, divorce, 
childbirth, adoption, moving, graduation, employment change, or a death in the family. We pray for those 
preparing for baptism. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P You bring life from death. We remember our loved ones who have died, confident that they have new life in 
you. May we trust that nothing can separate us from your love. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
 
ñ SENDING HYMN      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”        ELW #324 


