Scripture Readings & Prayers Fifth Sunday of Lent March 17, 2024

1 OPENING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P) O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

J FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

A READING FROM JEREMIAH THE 31 CHAPTER

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. **But
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

THE WORD OF THE LORD. Thanks be to God

J SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10

A READING FROM HEBREWS THE 5" CHAPTER

SChrist did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
®as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

"In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he
learned obedience through what he suffered; ®and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation for all who obey him, °having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

THE WORD OF THE LORD. Thanks be to God

© GOSPEL: John 12:20-33

[P) THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE 12" CHAPTER
Glory to you, O Lord.

20«Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 2*They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 2Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 2*Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

2I“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—*Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason
that | have come to this hour. 2®Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.” *The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel
has spoken to him.” 3*Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. *!Now is the judgment of
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

(P) THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD. Praise to you, O Christ.

 HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, the Life of All the Living” ELW #339




THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and a
world in need.

A brief silence.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks for the means of grace
around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich and complex diversity of
living things. Support local, national, and international efforts to protect the environment for future generations.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who challenge oppression and
expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones perished from pandemic disease in every
nation. Strengthen health care workers, first responders, and caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness
and pain.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing estrangement, conflict, or abuse in
families and intimate relationships. Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in
institutions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence in this congregation.
Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. We pray for any who are
sick (especially) Barbara Birger, Dorette Bobrowski, Trish Evanik, Rev. Carol Lindsay, Kevin Mulligan,
Brenda Richardson, Heather Viscito and those we name aloud, and in our hearts (pause). We also pray today,
Lord for our homebound members and our military personnel, persons facing abuse and those struggling with
mental health issues. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

(P)God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us faith to trust in your everlasting
love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

(P) Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

Amen.

1 SENDING HYMN “O Christ the Same” ELW #760
(Alternate Tune)



