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INTRODUCTION

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and
resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus'
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we
are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially
the poor and the unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of
his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world.

WORDS OF WELCOME
PRELUDE
[P) We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

[P) Friends in Christ,

in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to intensify our
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at
baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our
sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the paschal celebration
reconciled with God and with one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

[P) Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

[P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

OPENING HYMN “What Feast of Love” ELW #487

GREETING

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P)Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this
commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was
the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10], 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the
festival of Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was
used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early
church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover,

especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin
and death.

A READING FROM EXODUS

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for
you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. #If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one;
the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
[*Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from
the sheep or from the goats. ®You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. "They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. °Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire,
with its head, legs, and inner organs. °You shall let none of it remain until the
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. ] *This is
how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. ?For
| will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods
of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lord. *The blood shall be a sign
for you on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over




you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord's supper, we experience intimate fellowship
with Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and
the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living
proclamation of Christ's death until he comes in the future.

A READING FROM 1 CORINTHIANS

23For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 2*and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me." 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me." 2®For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

THE WORD OF THE LORD.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 14:22-42

[P) THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK THE 14™
CHAPTER

Glory to you, O Lord.

22\While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke
it, gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is my body." 2*Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. >*He said
to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
2Truly I tell you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day
when | drink it new in the kingdom of God."



?6\When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 2’And
Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters; for it is written,

'l will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.'

28But after | am raised up, | will go before you to Galilee." ?°Peter said to him,
"Even though all become deserters, | will not." 3%Jesus said to him, "Truly | tell
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me
three times." 3'But he said vehemently, "Even though | must die with you, |
will not deny you." And all of them said the same.

$2They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here
while | pray." 33He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
distressed and agitated. **And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to
death; remain here, and keep awake." *And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. **He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want." 3"He came and found
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not
keep awake one hour? 3¥Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 3®And again he
went away and prayed, saying the same words. “°And once more he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know
what to say to him. *'He came a third time and said to them, "Are you still
sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. “?Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is
at hand."

(P) THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MEDITATION “ODE TO ‘IN REMEBRANCE!”



GREAT THANKSGIVING

[P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

[P) As Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples, come to the table and rejoice
in this Holy Communion.

4 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

In Christian fellowship you are welcome to the Lord’s table. Come
forward by the center aisle to receive the host and wine. (The pulpit side of
the congregation communes first). If you prefer grape juice, the cups in the

center of the tray are filled with juice. Wine is on the outside. Return to
your pew using the side aisle after you have communed.

ittt Children are encouraged to come forward to receive a blessing.

= |

POST-COMMUNION HYMN “Remember and Rejoice”  ELW #454




PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving
power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your
body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show
forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Now the Silence” ELW #460

There is no benediction.

The story of salvation does not end here.

All leave the church in silence.



Prayers for the homebound

1 Pray for our elderly members who are unable to attend worship and help us
to minister to them faithfully (especially), Meta Brockmann, June Kaiser,
Eddie Leicht, Rocky Metroka, Fred Miller, and Chuck Sherrick.

Prayers for the military

T Protect and comfort our servicemen and women as they stand in harm’s way
(especially), Benjamin Aronson, Steven Bobrowski, lan Hay, Jeff Hill and
Phillip Spatz. We pray for families in conflict throughout the world.,




Our worship continues with
Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:30 p.m.

Easter Festival Services at 10:15 a.m.
followed by Easter Egg Hunt



