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+     +     + 
 

Calvary Lutheran Church  

is a member congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

Serving Cranford and the surrounding area for more than 90 years 

 

 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License through SundaysandSeasons - License number: SAS000718 

Permission to print and podcast the music in this service obtained from 

OneLicense.net License #A-731367 and Church Copyright Licenses #20449329 and #20449312 
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10:15am  

Festival Worship with  

    Holy Communion 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On this day the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began creation, 

transforming darkness into light. On this, the "eighth day" of the week, Jesus Christ was 

raised from the dead. We celebrate this new creation in the waters of baptism and in the 

feast of victory. With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as we begin the great 

fifty days of Easter. Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is risen! 

 

 

PRELUDE              

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (please stand and face the church entrance) 

P We gather on this Easter morn in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

 

  PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  ELW #365 

 

 

GREETING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the 

wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, 

restore us in your image, and fill us with Easter joy, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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PSALM:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14–24                       (please read responsively) 
 

A A READING FROM PSALM 118 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
14 The LORD is my strength and my might; 

    he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16     the right hand of the LORD is exalted; 

    the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

    and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me severely, 

    but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                “Mercy Tree”  
By Michael Neale and Krissy Nordhoff 

Arranged by Mary McDonald 
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SECOND LESSON:  Colossians 3:1-4 

 

A A READING FROM COLOSSIANS 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with him in glory. 

THE WORD OF THE LORD. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL PROCESSION “Don’t Be Afraid”  ACS#1027 

 Calvary Choir 

 

Don’t be afraid. 
My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid. 
My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
 

P THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW THE 28th 

CHAPTER 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as 

he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
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disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to 

him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

P THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

GOSPEL RECESSION “Don’t Be Afraid”  ACS #1027 

 Calvary Choir 

 

Don’t be afraid. 
My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid. 
My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near. 

 

  

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “In Thee Is Gladness” ELW #867 

 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED 
 
 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father.  
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 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven;  

  by the power of the Holy Spirit  

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 

 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

A United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

A You call your church to witness to your salvation. We give thanks for 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all theologians, preachers, and teachers who proclaim 

your gospel. Equip all the baptized to share the joy of the resurrection in all we 

say and do. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A You bring abundant life throughout creation. The green blade rises, and all 

creation greets the resurrection dawn. Preserve vineyards and orchards and 

those who tend to them. Feed us with the fruits of creation. Risen Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A You show your steadfast love without regard to borders, barriers, or human-

made divisions. Infuse your justice in every nation of the world that all 

experience the peace that only you can give. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A You anointed your Son with the Holy Spirit and with power. Encourage us 

by his example in our ministries of healing, care, and outreach. We pray for 

health care workers and those they care for who are sick or hospitalized 

especially Russell Dawson, Chelsea Ferrise, Kathy Ferrise, Emily Freely, 

Dick Peterson, Juanita Ramos, Mabel Rapp, Nisha Ribardo, Carl 

Swenson, Anna Swing, Lois Taylor and those we name aloud, and in our 

hearts (pause). We also pray today, Lord, for our homebound members, 

military personnel and those struggling with mental health issues. Risen Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A You have put gladness in our hearts. Inspire musicians and dancers to rejoice 

with songs of victory. Bless the music ministries of Calvary and Holy Cross 

and all who foster our assembly’s song. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P As you have raised Jesus from the dead, you show us your resurrection 

promise. With your holy ones who have sung your praise, free us from fear and 

empower us to go and tell the good news. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and 

praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share the peace. 

 

 

 OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING               “In Christ Alone”  
                        Arr. Lloyd Larson 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for 

these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PROPER PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 

glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; the true Paschal Lamb who 

gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 

rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 

      Christ is risen. 

      Christ will come again. 
 

P O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever.   

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread,  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

C Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

In Christian fellowship you are welcome to the Lord’s table.  Come forward by 

the center aisle to receive the host and wine. (The pulpit side of the 

congregation communes first). If you prefer grape juice, the cups in the center 

of the tray are filled with juice. Wine is on the outside. Return to your pew 

using the side aisle after you have communed. Children are encouraged to 

come forward to receive a blessing. 
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AGNUS DEI       “Thine is the Glory”         ELW #376 

          Verse 2 
 

 

 

COMMUNION SPECIAL MUSIC                         

“How Deep the Father’s Love For Us” 

Stuart Townend & Benjamin Harlan 

                            
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

A The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of  

heaven and the wine of love, Jesus our risen Savior.  As you send us  

into the world, guard us from the power of fear and strengthen our  

hearts with Easter joy.  Move us by your Spirit to share your love and  

hope with those around us.  Through Christ our Lord we pray, 

C Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

P The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of 

the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN          Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!    ELW #382  

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!  

 

 

POSTLUDE     
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Prayers for the homebound  

 Pray for our elderly members who are unable to attend worship and help us 

to minister to them faithfully especially June Kaiser, Jean Kissack, Eddie 

Leicht, Nancy Leicht, Rocky Metroka, Fred Miller, Helene Miller, and Edith 

Nahirniak. 

Prayers for the military 

 Protect and comfort our servicemen and women as they stand in harm’s way 

(especially), Steven Bobrowski, Jeff Hill and Phillip Spatz.  We pray for 

families and countries in conflict throughout the world. 
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The flowers adorning the Chancel 

 have been placed  

 

To the Glory of God by: 

Connie and Doug Nordstrom 

Kate Carlson and Lorrie Bove 

Cindy Roy 

The Toddings Family 

Pastor Carol in Thanksgiving to God and the Calvary Congregation for our 21 

years of ministry together 

  In honor of: 

Phyllis Dawson by her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and Tatum  

JoAnn Siebert by Mary and Tony Siebert 

Russell Dawson by the Dawson -MacLelland family 

Pastor Carol Lindsay and Jeanne Elmuccio by the Calvary Lutheran 

Congregation 

In loving memory of: 

Patricia and Louis Suriani by Doreen Griffiths 

Departed loved ones by the Koznecki Family 

Henry Wichmann Jr, Henry and Helen Wichmann Sr., Adolph and Hazel 

Hillestad, Elna and John Holmgren, Manny and Dale Hegle by Pat Wichmann 

William and Anna Masetti, Dick and Jay Young, absent friends and classmates 

by Andrew Masetti and Kathi Young 

Loved ones by Doreen and Glenda Huff 

Loved ones by Irene Vest 

Bernard Griffiths, Pat and Lou Suriani by Jill and Ken Picha 

Bove and Carlson Families by Lorrie Bove and Kate Carlson 

Pastor Arnold and Betty Dahlquist by Jeanenne and Gaylord Fernstrom 

Robert Young, Ian McCarthy, Martha McCarthy by Marcia McCarthy 

Gerda and Ernest Geiger by Don, Joanne, Juniper & Todd Sweeney 

Louise Engstrom by Pat Wichmann 

Our parents by Mary & Tony Siebert 

Edith and Carl Fornander (Parents) by Carla Flint 

Ted Hollis by the Owens Family 

Bernard Griffiths by Robin and Richard Marko 

Eloise Hart and Rose Freely by the Freelys 

Mr. and Mrs. Myron and Ruth Sherrick, Mr. and Mrs. James Cassidy by 

Chuck Sherrick and Cassidy-Sherrick Family  


