Scripture Readings & Prayers Seventh Sunday in Easter May 21, 2023

PRAYER OF THE DAY

(P) O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and
each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

Amen

¥ FIRST READING: Acts 1: 6-14

A READING FROM ACTS THE 1 CHAPTER

SWhen [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” *When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. °While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s
journey away. 3When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 1All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with
certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

THE WORD OF THE LORD. Thanks be to God

J SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:8-12

A READING FROM 1 PETER THE 3"“CHAPTER

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. ° Do
not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse, but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were
called—that you might inherit a blessing. 1° For
“Those who desire to love life
and to see good days,
let them keep their tongues from evil
and their lips from speaking deceit;
et them turn away from evil and do good;
let them seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

THE WORD OF THE LORD. Thanks be to God

© GOSPEL:John 17: 1-11

(P) THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST.JOHN THE 17™ CHAPTER
Glory to you, O Lord.

IAfter Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. *I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to
do. °So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world
existed.

%<1 have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on their behalf; 1 am not asking on behalf of the
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. °All mine are yours, and yours are
mine; and | have been glorified in them. *XAnd now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are

2

one.

(P) THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD. Praise to you, O Christ.




1 HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God ” ELW #458

THE PRAYERS
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

God of harmony, as you drew your Son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us with the planet and one
another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you have made. Bless the
water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and organizers, teachers and
politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of peace and justice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, especially exiles, refugees,
or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or
suffering from illness (especially) ) Russell Dawson, Kathy Ferrise, Emily Freely, Beth Juntilla, Joann Paras, Dick
Peterson, Mabel Rapp, Nisha Ribardo, Carl Swenson and those we name aloud, and in our hearts (pause). We also
pray today, Lord for our homebound members and our military personnel those struggling with mental health
issues and persons facing abuse. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your abundant gifts. Guide this
congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our staff and council. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

(P) You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for all your saints who have given us glimpses
of your redeeming love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

(P) Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God,;

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

1 SENDING HYMN “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done ” ELW #366



