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9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

with Holy Communion 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

GREETING 

P The God who created space and time, journeyed with us in human form, and 

travels with us still, be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN  “When the Morning Gilds the Skies”   ELW #858 
 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and 

extend to us your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and 

ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring 

us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

 FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

A A READING FROM 1 KINGS THE 3rd CHAPTER 
 

 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 

“Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 

steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in 

faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have 

kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 

place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go 

out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
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chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give 

your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because 

you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the 

life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 

mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 

you.” 
 

A THE WORD OF THE LORD.      C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 

A A READING FROM ROMANS THE 8th CHAPTER 
 

 26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, 

who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; 

and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

 

 31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he 

not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 

died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 

for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
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 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

A THE WORD OF THE LORD.      C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

  GOSPEL: Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

P THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW THE 13TH CHAPTER 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 

found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 

the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 

angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into 

the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

P THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD.    C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 



    6 

SERMON 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “He will Hold Me Fast”   Getty/Fettke 
(Please Join in the Refrain) 

 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Saviour loves me so 

He will hold me fast 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for 

the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
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A Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip 

rostered and lay ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus. Form confirmands and catechumens into disciples. Hear 

us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 

A Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the 

environment, clean polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the 

tiny mustard seed, and send advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 

 

A Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability 

to discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect 

those facing danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and 

neighborhoods. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 
A Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, 

shelter any who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal 

the sick (especially) Lola Weedon, Justin Gingeleske, Diane Ebeling, Bev 

Currier, Emily Freely, Joanne Paras, Dick Peterson, Mabel Rapp, Carl 

Swenson, and Carolyn Swenson and those we name aloud, and in our hearts 

(pause). We also pray today, Lord for our homebound members and our military 

personnel, those struggling with mental health issues and persons facing abuse. 

Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 
A Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those 

absent from our assembly. Grant safety to travelers and refreshment and safety 

for children attending summer camps or community programs. Give direction to 

any experiencing life transitions. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered 
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P Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. 

Inspire us by their witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with 

your grace. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 
P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 

one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 
 

  PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “The Journey”  soloist: Alyssa Fiebiger 

 

 

I'm making a journey, Lord 

The greatest journey of all 

My step may fail, Lord 

So please don't let me fall 

 

The way is narrow, Lord 

And sometimes I feel alone 

When my heart fears, Lord 

I softly pray this song 

 

Give me the heart to be pure 

Give me the faith to be sure 

Give me the strength to endure 

All my tribulations 

I need some courage, Lord 

To make it just one more mile 

I want to hold your hand 

I want to see you smile 

 

Give me the heart to be pure 

Give me the faith to be sure 

Give me the strength to endure 

All of my tribulations 

 

(This song was sung at Pastor’s Ordination in 1988.  She celebrated her 35th Ordination 

Anniversary this week, July 24, 2023) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain 

us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, ,through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                  ELW #473 
(sung through twice) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread,  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P All people are called to Christ’s table.  Come, eat what is good. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 

In Christian fellowship you are welcome to the Lord’s table. Come forward by the 

center aisle to receive the host and wine. (The pulpit side of the congregation 

communes first). If you prefer grape juice, the cups in the center of the tray are 

filled with juice. Wine is on the outside. Return to your pew using the side aisle 

after you have communed. Children are encouraged to come forward to receive a 

blessing. 
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AGNUS DEI                  ELW #487  
(Verses 1 and 3) 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You” Althouse 

    (Calvary Choir) 
 

Lord, I stretch my hands to You; no other help I know. 

If You should leave me all alone, where, then, shall I go? 

Oh, Lord. 
 

Lord, I give my soul to You; I seek Your care and love. 

No other blessings do I need but those from You above. 
 

Lord, I ask You: Give me faith and help me understand 

And Lord when I this life shall leave, just hold me in Your hand. 
 

Lord, I stretch my hands to You; no other help I know. 

If You should leave me all alone, where, then, shall I go? 

Oh, Lord, I stretch my hands to You. 
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HYMN “When Peace like a River”     ELW #785 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC       Pianist: Sean Garnhart 

 

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us today at your Holy Table. Strengthen 

us as the Body of Christ in this world as we recognize the work and witness of 

your servant, Pastor Carol. She has enriched this community with her ministry 

and brought gladness to friends and family. Now bless and preserve her at this 

time of transition. Day by day, guide her and give her what is needed, friends to 

cheer her way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling her. By 

your Holy Spirit be present in her pilgrimage, that she may travel with the one 

who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF A CALL 
The Rev. Tracie L. Bartholomew, Bishop, New Jersey Synod, ELCA 

 

BLESSING 

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, 

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 

C Amen. 

 

 SENDING HYMN    “Soli Deo Gloria”     ELW #878 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Prayers for the homebound  

 Pray for our elderly members who are unable to attend worship and help us to 

minister to them faithfully (especially), Chris Mancinelli, Fong Yee, Helga 

Schalpe, Bill Culver, Eleanor Willert, Meta Brockmann, June Kaiser, Jean 

Kissack, Eddie Leicht, Nancy Leicht, Rocky Metroka, Fred Miller, Helene Miller 

and Chuck Sherrick. 

 

 

Prayers for the military 

  Protect and comfort our servicemen and women as they stand in harm’s way 

(especially), Steven Bobrowski, Jeff Hill and Phillip Spatz. We pray for families 

and countries in conflict throughout the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chalice and Paten used for Pastor Carol's closing worship service on July 30 

were handmade by Potter, Amanda Schlenker Bartel. She is using these on the altar 

this Sunday to recognize the many special and loving relationships she has enjoyed 

with people here at Calvary. 
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