
 

 

LAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Mee ng held on 

13th December 2023 at 7.30pm at Laughton Village Hall 

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr Alison Wilson,  Cllr Mike Massingham, Cllr Jane Alford, Cllr Sally Hugge  and  
Cllr Holly Hallam 
East Sussex County Councillor Nick Benne  
A member of the Dangerous Traffic on Shortgate Lane Working Group (DTSLWG) 
The Clerk was also in a endance 
 
1. PUBLIC SESSION 

Agenda Item 9.4 – Miranda Dart of the Dangerous Traffic on Shortgate Lane Working Group updated 
Councillors: 

 Miranda Dart and the Clerk have made useful progress gathering informa on. 
 Cllr Benne  has put the group in touch with the Stakeholder and Engagement Officer at 

ESCC, yielding useful informa on with respect to what could be included in a community 
match applica on. 

 Research has been carried out regarding the efforts made by Etchingham Parish Council, 
from the measures they wanted to achieve followed by disappointment with the ESCC 
feasibility study, following extensive correspondence a much reduced CMF applica on was 
made.  This was approved by the Lead Member for Transport and the Environment on 11th 
December 2023.  The DTSLWG noted from this that ESCC will not approve highway changes 
which are not included in their feasibility study. 

 The DTSLWG note that Cllr Wilson is inves ga ng grant possibili es from the Police and 
Crime Commissioner. 

 The DTSLWG will meet a er the holidays to dra  a consulta on document to put forward to 
the Parish Council for considera on. 
 

The following item was brought forward – 
 

6. EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
 Cllr Benne  informed Councillors that a Full Cabinet Mee ng had taken place on 12th December 

2023.  There will be a Scru ny Commi ee Review regarding Children’s Services, this will include  
exclusions.  Finances con nue to be challenging, a situa on difficult for all, a balanced budget is 
an cipated this year, but difficul es may present a er next year.  There is a Carbon Reduc on 
Strategy, off se ng will be in the County wherever possible.  Cllr Benne  is happy to supply relevant 
documents.  Miranda Dart thanked Cllr Benne  for the introduc on to the Stakeholder and 
Engagement Officer. 

 
 WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 
 Cllr Wilson informed Councillors that the Dra  Local Plan will be published on 22nd January 2024, 

and will be considered at the Full Council Mee ng on 8th February 2024.  If approved a full 
consulta on will commence.  The consulta on will be clearly adver sed , WDC want to make this a 
thorough public consulta on. 

 



 

 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no absences.   
 
3. TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETINGS HELD ON 15TH NOVEMBER 2023  

The minutes were agreed and signed accordingly. 
 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  TO RECEIVE NOTICES OF DECLARATIONS, PERSONAL AND 

PREJUDICIAL, IN RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA 
Cllr Massingham declared an interest in Agenda Item 7a) WD/2023/2756/LBR, Stone Cross Farm. 
Cllr Massingham knows the applicant. 
 

5. MEMBERS TO AGREE CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS ON THE AGENDA FOR THE EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS 
AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
It was agreed that Agenda item 8e) Pay agreement for the Parish Clerk was a confiden al item. 

 
6. EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL AND WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS 

Covered earlier. 
 

7. PLANNING AND LICENCE APPLICATONS 
a) Planning applica ons received  

WD/2023/2768/F 1 Woodside, Lewes Road, Laughton BN8 6BL Demoli on of exis ng garage 
and construc on of studio and store 
Following discussion it was agreed that: 
Laughton Parish Council has no objec on to this applica on 
WD/2023/2756/LBR Stone Cross Farm, Lewes Road, Laughton, BN8 6BN 
Retrospec ve applica on for the altera on to exis ng bathroom due to extensive water leak 
and damage to bathroom and u lity room below. 
Following discussion it was agreed that: 
Laughton Parish Council has no objec on to this applica on 
 

c) Other planning ma ers – to discuss or note any other planning ma ers brought to the 
a en on of the Parish Council. 
Applica on No. WD/2023/1264/F Proposed three pitch se led gypsy accommoda on site. 
Barn Gate Meadows, Lewes Road, Laughton, BN8 6BN. 
It was noted that Wealden District Council has refused this applica on. 
 

d) No Licence applica ons have been  received. 
 
8. FINANCIAL MATTERS  

Authorisa on of payments of accounts – To approve accounts for payment – a schedule of receipts 
& payments was presented at the mee ng 

a) Bank reconcilia on November – approved  
b) December payments – approved 
c) Direct debits – approved 
d) Dra  budget – members reviewed the dra  budget presented. 



 

 

The Clerk le  the mee ng 
e) The pay agreement for 23/24 and back pay to April for the Parish Clerk – members 

discussed and approved the pay agreement.  
The Clerk returned to the mee ng 
The budget was agreed. 
 

9. ITEMS FOR DECISION AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES 
9.1 Village Maintenance 

9.1.1 Ditches/Flooding – The flooding experienced outside the Village Shop and in  Church Lane 
was s ll causing great concern. 
9.1.2 Bus shelters – Cllr Wilson has iden fied a local property maintenance company and will 
contact them and ask them to provide a quota on any works required.  The Clerk was asked to 
research when the bus shelter on The Green was installed and any subsequent repairs.  The Clerk 
will also inves gate possible funding sources. 

9.2 Community Engagement – It was agreed that drop-in sessions would be held quarterly.  Dates 
to be agreed at the February PC mee ng. 

 
9.3 Dangerous Traffic on Shortgate Lane – covered during public session.  
   
9.4 Pelham Field/Playground  

9.4.1 Update on goal/basketball hoop – the repair works will be carried out a er the Christmas 
and New Year holidays. 
9.4.2 Urgent repairs to infant playground fence – the works will be carried out during the school 
Christmas holiday, depending on weather condi ons. 
 

9.5 Defibrillator for the Parish  – it was noted that the Clerk has wri en to the Laughton Village 
Shop Associa on Ltd regarding the possible si ng of the defibrillator on the building, to date a reply 
has not been received, it was acknowledged that this was a par cularly busy me of year.  Cllr 
Alford has spoken at The Roebuck Inn about “The Pub is the Hub” not for profit organisa on. 

9.6 Community Speedwatch – It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Community 
Speedwatch Officer at Sussex Police. 

9.7 Website/Email – it was noted that all Councillors are now using their new Parish Council email 
addresses. 

9.8 Parish Emergency Plan – it was agreed that Cllr Alford will now lead in respect of the Parish 
Emergency Plan. 

9.9 Councillor Resigna on – the resigna on of Aus n Young was noted.  Councillors asked that their 
thanks were passed on to Mr Young, his hard work and commitment will be missed by all. 

9.10 Cycle Rack/Rail at The Green, Laughton  – following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk 
would inves gate funding opportuni es, designs and the need for planning permission. 

9.11 Mee ng dates 2024 – the following mee ng dates were agreed – 10th January, 21st February, 
20th March, 17th April, 15th May, 19th June, 17th July, 21st August (if required), 18th September, 16th 
October, 20th November, 18th December 2024. 

 
10.  REPORTS (by leave) NOT FOR DECISION:  
 The Christmas Lights Working Group were thanked for the successful and enjoyable Christmas event. 



 

 

 
 For the next agenda: 
 Review of the recent interim audit. 
 The Civility and Respect Pledge. 
  

 The mee ng closed at 20.53pm 


