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                       LAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL                                       

Minutes  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 16th February 2022 at 7.15pm.  

Present: (Chairman) Cllr Dart, Cllr Breeds (Vice chair), Cllr Crozier and Cllr Poore.   

County Councillor Bennett was also in attendance   

3 Members of the public present 

 

1. Public Session 

This was delayed until further in the evening.  

2. Apologies for absence 
         Apologies were received from Cllr Hallam, Cllr Wilson, Cllr Young and Cllr Watts 
       These were noted  

3. To accept the minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2021, 

 The minutes were agreed and signed accordingly 
4. Declarations of interest. To receive notices of declarations personal and prejudicial, in 

respect of items on this agenda. 

Cllr Dart has a personal interest in agenda item 9.4 

5. Members to agree confidential items on the agenda for the exclusion of the press and 

members of the public.  

None 

6. East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council reports 

ESCC- A previous report was circulated and noted 

WDC- Cllr Watts was unable to attend but asked the Chair to remind members of the 

important work the cluster groups area was carrying out and also to report the SHELAA 

areas, are currently being reviewed by Wealden District Council. He also wanted to bring to 

everyone’s attention the council tax increase and the potential large Solar farm in Arlington 

and Ripe.  

7. Planning and licence applications  

a) Plans 

WD/2021/2795/FR- LAND TO THE EAST OF PARK LANE, LAUGHTON (KNOWN AS 

UPPER VERT WOOD) BN8 6RD. Part retrospective application for erection of welfare 

facilities including a single composting toilet, a tool storage shed, two tarpaulin shelters and 

a timber storage/open shelter for the purpose of woodland management.  

 
Laughton Parish Council OBJECTS for the following reasons: 
-This is Ancient Woodland so, as a principle, all development should be resisted. The 
parish council believes this application will harm that environment because, to date, the 
dominant species visible re-colonising this special woodland is man arriving in their own 
cars. 
-The planning officer stated in the refusal to allow these facilities as permitted development 
in application WD/2021/7022/AD that the proposed storage building and one of the 
tarpaulin structures was only 80-100m from an existing large structure. The officer further 
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concluded that a third composting toilet is not necessary for the purposes of forestry. -
Ample facilities already exist both sides of the Vert Lane byway and are within easy reach 
of all areas of the woodland under the ownership of the Community Benefit Society. The 
structures to the south of the byway permitted under WD/2017/7009/AD are already 
extensively used for education and training by the community benefit society’s tenant Circle 
of Life Rediscovery Outdoor learning training | Sussex | Circle of Life Rediscovery and are 
underutilised for the purposes of forestry which was the reason those facilities were allowed 
under permitted development rights.  
-The parish council believes that in a rural area humans have to accept that they will not 

have access to the same facilities i.e., toilets and shelter from inclement weather that they 

would have access to in a developed area or in a theme park for example. This is an 

integral part of working outdoors. 

TM/2021/0372/TPO – THE WEALD, CHURCH LANE, LAUGHTON, BN8 6AH. Re-pollard 

21 crack willows by up to 3m back to previous pruning points and remove water shoots 

within tree preservation order (Laughton) No. 19, 2005 

This tree order was noted by members  
 

19.29pm 3 members of the public and Cllr Bennett entered the meeting.  

Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to speak 

 

A member of the public objected to the application The Briars, WD/2021/3156/FR on the 

grounds the area constantly floods and this currently impacts on the neighbouring 

properties, any destruction to the water course would enhance the current flood issues. 

This development would exacerbate the current issues.  

 

Another member of the public objected to WD/2021/3156/FR on the grounds they felt the 

application was misleading, the application references there is not a flood risk when the 

area has clearly had flood issues and concerns. They also referred to the NPPF para 159 

which relates to flood risk and planning. They also reported the applicants have also 

carried out unauthorised access works. The development will also have a negative impact 

on neighbouring properties and the surrounding area.  

 

Standing Orders resumed. 

  

Members agreed the following response: 

 

WD/2021/3156/FR- THE BRIARS, CHURCH LANE, LAUGHTON, BN8 6AH. 

Retrospective for the stationing of a shepherd’s hut for proposed use as a holiday 

accommodation and retention of existing hardstanding.   

Laughton Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons: 

1. The land on which the shepherd’s hut is sited is agricultural land and has been used as 
such in the past.  The applicant is applying for change of use from agricultural land to 
holiday let purposes.  No business case has been put forward to justify this change of use. 

2. The siting of the hut is intrusive into the landscape and to the setting of Grade II listed 

Coopers.  It is likely to generate domestic paraphernalia – outside seating, parasols, 

https://circleofliferediscovery.com/
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barbecues, rubbish bins, children’s play equipment etc. which will create alien features in 

this open countryside location.  

3. The site regularly floods. The applicant has incorrectly stated on the application form the 
distance to the watercourse. This has such a profound implication for the application for 
where the hut is sited and the proposed location of a sewage plant in an area known to 
flood and it should be refused. A stream runs through the entire site and the existing hut 
currently stands no more than ten metres from this. Any development on the site would 
increase the flood risk not only on the site but also further down the stream, potentially 
threatening other properties.   

4. The planning history for the site dates back to 1984 when permission was granted for the 
erection of a gate “to give access to the field from the road for farm machinery”.  Permission 
was also granted for a turning space and parking. This was valid for five years and has 
expired.  The applicant has, since acquiring the land, recently removed the existing gate 
and created a large area of hard standing at the entrance to the field, putting in two other 
gates giving access to the field.  This was done without obtaining planning permission and 
there has been no retrospective application submitted for this.  ESCC Highways were 
therefore not able to comment on this widening with its impact on a busy country lane 
leading to a village school. 

5. The applicant has laid down a concrete base for the “shepherd’s hut”, again without 
permission. 

6. The applicant has stated previously that the shepherds hut was to be solely for the use of 
his immediate family.  He is now applying for its use as holiday accommodation which will 
lead to an increase in activity on the site, including an increase in traffic on an already busy 
lane serving the village school, the village hall, the church, as well as several houses. 

7. There is no reference to the provision of running water or electricity.  The reference to 
sewage disposal – a Bio-Pure 1 gravity treatment plant – is not appropriate given it will be 
very close to the stream which is known to flood. 

8. The Parish Council is concerned about the errors contained within the application form. 
9. If approved, there should be planning conditions prohibiting amplified noise at all times, 

prohibiting outside noise after 10.00 p.m. and the use of outside lighting. These are in order 
to protect the neighbouring residential amenity and respect the countryside, its dark night 
sky and wildlife such as protected bats. 
 

6. East Sussex County Council report- Cllr Bennett briefly reported on the recent budget 

paper that was circulated.  

Cllr Dart asked what areas will the extra Highways funds be spent on other than potholes?  

Cllr Bennett explained it will be used for all maintenance and increasing safety on the 

highways where possible.  

 

Members agreed for item 9.4 to be brought forward 

 

9.4- Dangerous traffic on Shortgate Lane  
 

Standing orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to speak 

 
The member of the public discussed the submission sent to East Sussex County Council 

for the feasibility study and reported there have been various correspondence. At the 

moment the review suggested the 30mph would not be considered or supported at 

Laughton as it does not meet the Council’s developmental criteria. Also, Laughton does not 

qualify for any electrical activated signs. This was disappointing as it is still believed 
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measures need to take place. The member of public asked for the feasibility study to still go 

ahead and they would look at all criteria and other methods to be considered.   

 

Cllr Bennett also gave a brief outline of others methods that could be considered and a 

feasibility study is the correct next step and would recommend for it to go ahead.  

 

Standing orders resumed  

 

The members of the council unanimously agreed for the feasibility study to go ahead. The 

member of the public will email the clerk outlining areas they would like to be considered.  

 

b) To consider any planning applications that have been received after the agenda has 

been published. 

None 

 

c) Planning applications refused, referred, withdrawn or appeals 

WD/2021/0725/F - Refuse 
WD/2021/0726/LB – Refuse  
WD/2021/2097/F- - Approve 
WD/2021/2273/F – Approve 
 WD/2018/0234/F & WD/2018/0235/LB -Approve 

 WD/2020/1816/F - Planning appeal  

 WD/2021/2753/F- Approve  

 WD/2021/1426/F – Approve 

 WD/2021/2157/LB- Approve 

 WD/2021/2808/F- Approve 

 

These were noted  

d) To note approved responses to applications and appeals approved by email  (These 
responses can be found on the Wealden District Council website or by request to the 
clerk.)  
 WD/2018/0234/F & WD/2018/0235/LB 

 WD/2021/2753/F 

 WD/2021/2922/F 

 WD/2021/2808/F 

 WD/2020/1816/F 

WD/2021/3036/LB & WD/2021/3035/F 

TM/2022/0013/TPO 

 

These were noted  

 

e) Other planning matters – to discuss or note any other planning matters brought to 

the attention of the Parish Council. 

-To note potential enforcement issues brought to the attention of the parish 
council. No enforcement issues were brought to the members attention.  
 



5 
 

- To note Michael Gove meets Wealden council leaders 
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/news/michael-gove-meets-wealden-council-leaders/ 
This was noted by members. 
 
-To note Laughton SHELAA sites comments submission to Wealden Planning 
Policy Team This was noted by members and Cllr Dart was given a vote of thanks for her 
work on this.  
 
-Newly published decision: Brownfield Land Register 2021- Decision details on public 

web site  This was noted by members.  

 
-   Agree Laughton Parish Council's support of Chiddingly Parish Council's “Working 

Group on Over Development”-  
https://www.chiddingly.gov.uk/working-group-on-over-development/  
The members agreed to support and endorse Chiddingly parish council working group on 
overdevelopment.  
 
-NALC policy Consultation Briefing - OFCOM Postal Regulation Consultation. 
Members agreed for Cllr Crozier to produce a comment on behalf of the members. This 
will be circulated for agreement.  
 

f) Licence applications received before or after the agenda has been published.  

None  
 

7. Financial Matters – Authorisation of payments of accounts –To approve accounts for 

payment – (a schedule of receipts & payments will be presented at the meeting) – list of 

payments on separate sheet.  

• To agree Bank reconciliations November 2021- Members approved the bank 
reconciliation. 

• To agree Bank reconciliations December 2021- Members approved the bank 
reconciliation. 

• To agree Bank reconciliations January 2022 -Members approved the bank reconciliation. 

• To agree February payments - Members approved February payments and these were 
signed accordingly.  

• To ratify budget 2022/23 - The budget was reviewed and approved 

• To agree contract for a new payroll service due to retirement of current contractor. A 
report was circulated with quotes from 5 different payroll companies. Members agreed to 
appoint contractor one from the 1st April 2022.   

• To ratify precept request agreed by email- Members ratified the approved precept. 
 

8. ITEMS FOR DECISION AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES   
9.1- Village Maintenance – Ditches/Flooding update  
The ditches were cleared in December and there have not been any further complaints of 
flooding at this time.  
9.1.1- Fingerpost – Members agreed for the clerk to obtain a quote for cleaning and 
maintenance to all the fingerpost. This will be brought to the next meeting for agreement.  
9.2- Play Areas – The Clerk reported she had received a number of designs and quotes 
and is waiting for a further two quotes. Members agreed for this to be brought to the next 
meeting for discussion.   
9.3- Pelham field – The Clerk reported the school were still waiting for a response from 
ESCC. Members feel there is no further action to take at this time.  

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/news/michael-gove-meets-wealden-council-leaders/
https://council.wealden.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?id=2620&LLL=0
https://council.wealden.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?id=2620&LLL=0
https://www.chiddingly.gov.uk/working-group-on-over-development/


6 
 

9.5- 20s Plenty Campaign – The members agreed to support the campaign and the clerk 
will respond on behalf of members.  
9.6- The Queen's Platinum Jubilee – Members agreed for Cllr Crozier to be a member of 
the working party formed by residents on behalf of the parish council, Cllr Crozier will report 
back at the next meeting or by email to members.  
 
9.7- To discuss Tommy on the Green for November – A proposal will be brought the 
next meeting for agreement by Cllr Crozier.  

 
10.ITEMS FOR UPDATING AND NOTING  

- Rural Crime Team update- https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-  
police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/ 
-£9M CIL money to be invested in leisure and health facilities across 
Wealdenhttps://www.wealden.gov.uk/news/multi-million-pound-investment-in-wealden-
health-and-leisure-facilities/ 
 -Amended council tax increase consultation 

These were noted by members  
 

-To note gateways and planters works completion – Work is still on going  
 

- 11 - CORRESPONDENCE - All correspondence will be circulated and noted at the 
meetings  
For noting (Previously Circulated or request a copy to be sent)  

-Stronger sentencing for dog thieves 
-Neighbourhood policing keeping our communities safe 
-Open letter from NALC Chairman 
- WDC leader's meeting with Rishi Sunak 
-South & South East in Bloom 
- Wealden District Council holds Southern Water to account over sewer capacity 

These were noted by members  
 
11.1- Correspondence after the agenda was published  
 - Press Release, council tax rise 11.02.22 
 - A step in the right direction Sussex Police update 
 - Lad2 fuel poverty funding for energy retrofits 
 
These were noted by members  
 
12- REPORTS (by leave) NOT FOR DECISION  

Cllr Crozier proposed writing a complaint letter to Southern Water – this was agreed to be placed 

on the next agenda  

Cllr Dart has attended cluster meetings and will circulate notes to members  

Cllr Dart has also attended meetings of the Chiddingly parish council supporters’ group and gave a 

brief update.  

Cllr Dart has also attended the Laughton Village Hall meeting  

 

Meeting closed at 20.30pm  

https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-%20%20police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
https://www.sussex.police.uk/police-forces/sussex-%20%20police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/.divisional-campaigns/rural-crime-team-monthly-update/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/news/multi-million-pound-investment-in-wealden-health-and-leisure-facilities/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/news/multi-million-pound-investment-in-wealden-health-and-leisure-facilities/

