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                    LAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL                                       

Minutes  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 16th November 2022 at 7.00pm.  

Present: (Chairman) Cllr Dart, Cllr Breeds, Cllr Crozier, Cllr Poore,  

Also in attendance was East Sussex County Councillor Nick Bennett  

 

The Clerk was also in attendance  

No members of the public were present 

 

1. Public Session 

 None  

 

2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Hallam, Watts and Wilson  
Cllr Young informed the clerk he would be attending late. However, the meeting finished 
before he arrived.  
 
These were noted. 

 

3. To accept the minutes from the meetings held on Wednesday 19th October 2022,  

The minutes were agreed and signed accordingly. 

4. Declarations of interest. To receive notices of declarations personal and prejudicial, in 

respect of items on this agenda. 

Cllr Dart has a personal interest in agenda item 9.2 
 

5. Members to agree confidential items on the agenda for the exclusion of the press and 

members of the public.  

 None  

 

6. East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council reports 

 WDC – No reports  

  

ESCC- Cllr Bennett previously circulated a report which had been circulated to members. 

There were no questions at this time on the report.  

 

Cllr Bennett also informed members he is still investigating the request for 30mph limit to be 

implemented on Shortgate Lane. The questions and concerns raised need further inquiries; 

Cllr Bennett will report back when he has all the information required.  
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7. Planning and licence applications  

a) Plans 

 

WD/2022/2205/F - BIG GREEN BUS, BROOMHAM LANE, WHITESMITH, BN8 6JQ. 

Replacement cabin for the fire damaged big green bus to be used as a holiday let.  

Laughton Parish Council acknowledges the need to replace the original structure with a 

similar sized replacement. However, should the holiday let business cease there should be 

a condition the containers are removed from site. Furthermore, the fire risk must be 

properly assessed and any necessary precautions implemented to protect the surrounding 

dwellings and ancient woodlands.   

WD/2022/2698/LBR - STONE CROSS FARM, LEWES ROAD, LAUGHTON, BN8 6BN. 

Retrospective application for the reconfiguration of first floor bathroom following 

water damage.  

Laughton Parish Council does not have any comments on this application. 
 

b) To consider any planning applications that have been received after the agenda has been 

published. 

 None  

 

c) Planning applications approved, refused, referred, withdrawn or appeals 

 None 

 

d) To note approved responses to applications and appeals approved by email (These 

responses can be found on the Wealden District Council website or by request to the clerk.)  

 None 

 

e) Other planning matters – to discuss or note any other planning matters brought to the 

attention of the Parish Council. 

Members noted an ongoing issue which a parishioner had reported to WDC planning 

enforcement in the summer. Cllr Crozier to follow up with Cllr Watts 

 

f) Licence applications received before or after the agenda has been published.  

 None 

 

8. Financial Matters – Authorisation of payments of accounts –To approve accounts for 

payment – (a schedule of receipts & payments will be presented at the meeting) – list of 

payments on separate sheet.  

• To agree bank reconciliations October 2022- Members approved the bank reconciliation 

 

• To agree in principle Budget for 23/24- Members discussed the proposed budget and made 

recommendations. The clerk will include the recommendations and the final agreement will 

be made at the January meeting after the tax base information has been received, or if this 

falls outside the deadline members agreed to agree the budget by email.  
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• To agree November payments - Members approved November payments 

• To note 2022-23 National salary award – Members approved the national salary award and 

approved for the clerk’s salary to be increased by 3 increments and this to be backdated to 

April.  

 

9. ITEMS FOR DECISION AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES   

9.1- Village Maintenance – Ditches/Flooding update - No further updates 

9.2- Dangerous traffic on Shortgate Lane – The members noted the verbal update from Cllr 

Bennett 

9.3 -Playground – The members noted the previously circulated report  

9.4- Recruitment process for replacement clerk- The members noted the previously circulated 

report. Any further update will be circulated by email.  

9.5- Christmas Lights – Cllr Dart is undertaking the risk assessment and arranging a meeting 

with the working party. Any updates will be given by email. The members approved a budget of 

£50 to thank the working party members.  

9.6 – Meeting dates for 2023 – The members approved the meeting dates for 2023 

9.7 – Urban grass cutting options – The members agreed option 1 for next year’s urban grass 

cutting, which is two standard cuts.  

9.8- Town and Parish Councillor Allowances for 2023/24 – Members decided to adopt the 
members’ allowance for 2023/24. If members would like to claim this allowance, they will email the 
Clerk privately.  
9.9- Help shape the future of transport in East Sussex – Members agreed if any members 
which to respond to the consultation to respond on a personal capacity.   
     

10.ITEMS FOR UPDATING AND NOTING  

None  

 

11- REPORTS (by leave) NOT FOR DECISION 

Cllr Dart was approached for funding towards the Queen’s Jubilee tree planting. The clerk will 

forward a grant application.  

 

Information is being gathered on a warm space project for the area.  

 

Working group against overdevelopment had a meeting with the MP’s. Cllr Dart gave a brief 

update.  

 

Meeting closed at 20.05pm  
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Agenda  

1. Public Session 

 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

3. To accept the minutes from the meetings held on Wednesday 19th October 2022,  

 

4. Declarations of interest. To receive notices of declarations personal and prejudicial, in 

respect of items on this agenda. 

 

5. Members to agree confidential items on the agenda for the exclusion of the press and 

members of the public.  

 

6. East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council reports 

 

7. Planning and licence applications  

a) Plans 

WD/2022/2205/F  

BIG GREEN BUS, BROOMHAM LANE, WHITESMITH, BN8 6JQ. Replacement cabin for 

the fire damaged big green bus to be used as a holiday let.  

https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=159149  

 

WD/2022/2698/LBR  

STONE CROSS FARM, LEWES ROAD, LAUGHTON, BN8 6BN. Retrospective application 

for the reconfiguration of first floor bathroom following water damage.  

http://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=159727   

 

b) To consider any planning applications that have been received after the agenda has 

been published. 

 

c) Planning applications approved, refused, referred, withdrawn or appeals 

 

d) To note approved responses to applications and appeals approved by email (These 
responses can be found on the Wealden District Council website or by request to the 
clerk.)  

 

e) Other planning matters – to discuss or note any other planning matters brought to 

the attention of the Parish Council. 

 

f) Licence applications received before or after the agenda has been published.  

 
8. Financial Matters – Authorisation of payments of accounts –To approve accounts for 

payment – (a schedule of receipts & payments will be presented at the meeting) – list of 

payments on separate sheet.  

• To agree bank reconciliations October 2022 

• To agree in principle Budget for 23/24 

• To agree November payments  

• To note 2022-23 National salary award  


