
 

 

LAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council AGM held on  

22nd May 2023 

Present: 
Chairman: Cllr Dart (Re ring), Cllr Wilson, Cllr Aus n, Cllr Hallam 
In a endance: ESCC Councillor Nick Benne  
The Clerk was also in a endance 
Three members of the public were present 
 
1.   ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

The Chairman (Re ring) asked for nomina ons for Chairman – Cllr Hallam nominated 
Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Young, it was unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr Alison 
Wilson as Chairman of Laughton Parish Council.  Cllr Wilson duly accepted and signed 
the Declara on of Acceptance of Office of Chairman. 
The newly elected Chairman thanked Miranda Dart for the tremendous job she had 
done in her role as Chairman and for the many years she had been a councillor.  All 
councillors had learned a great deal under her guidance.  The Chairman also thanked 
Jean-Mary Crozier and Jackie Breeds for their long service to the Parish Council, and 
thanked Richard Poore for his me in office. 

 
2. PUBLIC SESSION 

Miranda Dart thanked all parish councillors she had worked with, sadly a few had 
been lost along the way, and thanked those prepared to con nue. Miranda said her 

me as Chair had never been dull, with one pandemic, two monarchs, four prime 
ministers and four clerks.  It had been a privilege to Chair the council and she was 
pleased to hand over to a younger co-hort.  Miranda wished the new Council good 
luck, and to remember they could only do their best.  Cllrs thanked Miranda for her 
good wishes. 

 
3. TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH APRIL 2023 

The minutes were agreed and signed accordingly. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  TO RECEIVE NOTICES OF DECLARATIONS PERSONAL 
AND PREJUDICIAL, IN RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA 
There were no declara ons of interest. 

 
5. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN  

Cllr Young was nominated by Cllr Wilson, seconded by Cllr Hallam, it was 
unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr Young as Vice Chairman of Laughton Parish 
Council, Cllr Young duly accepted and signed the Declara on of Acceptance of Office 
of Vice Chairman. 

 
6. MEMBERS TO AGREE CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS ON THE AGENDA FOR THE EXCLUSION 

OF THE PRESS AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 



 

 

None 
 

 
East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council reports deferred to later in the 
mee ng 
 
8.   CO-OPTION 
  8.1 To consider applica ons for co-op on to Laughton Parish Council 

Three applica ons had been received and distributed to Councillors before the 
mee ng. The three applicants each provided a short presenta on to Councillors, 
a er considera on it was proposed by Cllr Hallam and seconded by Cllr Young and 
unanimously resolved that all three should be co-opted to Laughton Parish Council.  
Newly appointed Cllrs Sally Hugge , Jane Alford and Michael Massingham signed 
their Declara ons of Acceptance of Office and joined the mee ng. 
 

9.   APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEES 
  Planning  
  All councillors to be on the Planning Commi ee. 
  It was resolved to delegate authority to consider planning applica ons by email. 
 
10. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLORS AS PARISH REPRESENTATIVES 
  Village Hall Commi ee/Trustee – Cllr Hallam 
  Laughton Parish Council Tree Warden – Sue Redshaw 
  WDALC – (Wealden District Associa on of Local Councils) - Cllr Wilson 
  Parish Emergency Officer – Cllr Young 
  Neighbourhood Watch/Crime Preven on Ini a ve – Cllrs Alford and Hugge  
  Footpath Representa ve – Cllr Massingham and Cllr Wilson 
 
11.  PLANNING  
 a)  Plans 
  WD/2023/1145/LB 
  HAMMONDS, COMMON LANE, LAUGHTON, BN86BY 

 Councillors agreed that Laughton Parish Council had no comment to make on this 
applica on. 

 
b) To consider any planning applica ons that have been received a er the agenda has 

been published. 
 None have been received. 
 
c) Planning applica ons approved, refused, referred, withdrawn or appeals 
 To note planning applica on WD/2023/0638/F 1 Millwards Co ages, Lewes Road, 

Laughton, BN8 8BN has been refused. 
 
d) Other planning ma ers – to discuss or note any other planning ma ers brought to 

the a en on of the Parish Council. 
 Possible contraven ons of planning decisions were discussed, councillors agreed to 

inves gate further and report back to the next mee ng. 



 

 

 
7.  EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL AND WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS 

  ESCC Councillor Nick Benne  gave his report.  Firstly congratula ng the new 
councillors on their appointment. Cllr Benne  has inves gated the prepara on works 
and instruc ons needed for gateways in Shortgate Lane, and suggested contact 
should be made with Arlington Parish Council regarding the process they undertook.  
Various op ons for dealing with dangerous traffic on Shortgate Lane were discussed 
including imposing lower speed limits which would enable enforcement. It was 
acknowledged that there was s ll nothing suggested to protect vulnerable road 
users. Cllr Benne  said that Balfour Bea y had now taken over the road maintenance 
contract with ESCC, pot holes and road condi ons generally were a cause of concern 
throughout the country.    

 
  Wealden District Councillor Alison Wilson gave her report.  Wealden District Council 

is being lead by a co-opera ve alliance between the Green Party and the Liberal 
Democrat Party. The first full council mee ng will be held on Wednesday 24th May 
2023.  Cllr Wilson will report back at the next mee ng. 

 
 The mee ng returned to the order on the Agenda 

 
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS – AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS OF ACCOUNTS – TO 

APPROVE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – (A SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS WILL 
BE PRESENTED AT THE MEETING) 

 
 May Payments – members approved the May payments schedule 
 April Bank Reconcilia on – members approved the bank reconcilia on  
 Members approved amendments to the bank mandate – Cllr Young will be 

added 
 
13.   REVIEW AND COMPLETION OF AUDIT  

a) Cer ficate of Exemp on Agar 2022/23 - Members discussed the previously 
circulated document and it was agreed Laughton Parish Council qualifies for a 
cer ficate of exemp on.  

 
b) Sec on one – Annual governance statement, Members discussed the 

previously circulated document and it was agreed the correct internal controls 
are in place. Cllr Wilson and the Clerk signed the statement accordingly.  

 
c) Sec on two – Accoun ng statement, Members discussed the previously 

circulated document and it was agreed the figures were correct. Cllr Wilson 
and the Clerk signed the statement accordingly. 

 
d) Internal audit report - Members discussed the previously circulated report 

and reviewed the comments from the internal auditor. The clerk explained the 
recommenda ons and these were noted by members. 

 



 

 

14.   TO NOTE LAUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL IS UNABLE TO ADOPT THE GENERAL 
POWER OF COMPETENCE AS FOUND IN THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 

 This was noted by members. 
 

15.  ITEMS FOR DECISION AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES 
   15.1 Village Maintenance/Flooding - With no significant rainfall in the last weeks it 

was difficult to assess flooding issues.  
 
 15.2 Dangerous traffic on Shortgate Lane – noted under item 7. 
 

15.3  Playground – the recent playground report was noted, Cllr Wilson and the clerk 
to assess. 
 
15.4 Defibrillator – members discussed the placement of a defibrillator, Cllr Hallam 
will gather further informa on. 
 
15.5 Pelham Field and UK Power Network – the clerk reported that the address on 
the documents was incorrect and will report back at the next mee ng. 
 
15.6 Insurance- Renewal was noted by members. 
 
15.7 Co-op on of Councillors – the successful co-op on of 3 councillors earlier in the 
mee ng was noted. 
 
15.8 Dona ons – no direct approach has been made regarding the dona on to the 
Village Corona on Celebra ons, it was resolved not to make this dona on.  
Councillors resolved to make a dona on of £50 to Demen a UK in remembrance of 
Mike Cook. 
 

16. REPORTS (BY LEAVE) NOT FOR DECISION 
 A report for the next mee ng regarding the website will be provided by the clerk. 
 
 Cllr Hallam suggested researching Community Speedwatch 
 

 Ways of encouraging more community/council involvement, sugges ons to be 
brought to the next mee ng. 

 
The next mee ng will be held on Wednesday 21st June 2023 at 7pm.  Items for 
considera on for the next agenda to be with the Clerk by Monday 12th June 2023 

 
The mee ng closed at 8.20pm  

 
 
 

 


