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December Meeting to Focus on the Little White 
Schoolhouse, “Birthplace of the Republican Party” 
By Daniel Zimmerman, President, National Republican History Museum Foundation, Inc.

In March 2014, a small team of dedicated 
patriots birthed a grand idea – the National 
Republican History Museum and Archives – a 
Presidential museum-like endeavor to celebrate 
the principles of republican governance, 
centered around the Little White Schoolhouse 
“Birthplace of the Republican Party” National 
Historic Landmark in Ripon. 

On the cusp of bringing this project to life after 
over eight years of tireless effort and a pledged 
$40 million investment from a generous group 
of donors, its progress has been shamelessly 
derailed and the National Historic Registry 
and Landmark status of the Little White 
Schoolhouse needlessly jeopardized.

I will present an update on the project and field 
questions at the December monthly meeting at 
Sunset on the Water Grill and Bar on Thursday, 
December 15th at 6:30 pm. 

I look forward to providing background infor-
mation, dispelling rumors, and disseminating 
truth. With your help, we will ensure that Ripon’s 
history is properly protected and celebrated!

For those unfamiliar with the project, following 
is a quick foundational introduction:

Professional historians lament that we, 
as Americans, are fast losing our historical 
literacy. This lack of historical acumen has 
contributed to political acrimony, an unhealthy 
division among the nation’s citizenry, and often 
dysfunctional public discourse. This cannot 
continue if our Republic hopes to remain 
healthy and vibrant.

Sadly, we are reminded daily that our founding 
principles imbedded in the U.S. Constitution and 
the Declaration of Independence are foreign to 
many Americans. Life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, unalienable rights endowed by 
our Creator and fundamental principles of 
republican governance, are today instead mere 
words, re-defined as needed to support the 
narrative of the day.

In word, we are told that all men are created 
equal, but then shown in deed, that some are 
more “equal” than others. This must change. 

https://www.fdlcountyrepublicanparty.com/


Spring Election to Include Local & County Races 
and Wisconsin Supreme Court Seat
By Pam Behnke, Republican Party of Fond du Lac County Election Integrity Chair

There’s no time to sit back and relax following 
the mid-term election; we now have to gear 
up for the 2023 Spring Election. It will include 
school board members, town and village boards 
and city council. The Lakeside Municipal Judge 
and the vitally important Wisconsin Supreme 
Court seat (which is being vacated by Justice 
Patience Roggensack) will also be on the ballot.

A giant step in saving our Nation and changing 
the current trajectory is to get involved at the 
local level. Here is a great opportunity to do 
just that! Nomination papers began circulating 
December 1st and the deadline to file them is 
Tuesday, January 2nd, 2023 at 5 pm.

There are 11 school districts within Fond du 
Lac County. If you are interested in running for 
a school board position; you must reach out to 
the school district in which you reside. Per my 
conversation with County Clerk, Lisa Freiberg, 
“some have nomination papers and others just 

require you to come in, fill out the paperwork 
and you are placed on the ballot.” 

Stand up for conservative principles in your 
community by running for local office. Please 
pray about it and get involved. Our children and 
grandchildren are depending upon us to fight 
hard for them! 

GOP in Office

U.S. Senator 
Ron Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .276 .7282

U.S. Representative 
Glenn Grothman  .  .  .  .920 .907 .0624

County Officials
Sheriff 
Ryan Waldschmidt  .  .920 .929 .3372

County Clerk 
Lisa Freiberg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .929 .3000

Clerk of Courts 
Ramona Geib .  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .929 .3040

County Treasurer 
Brenda Schneider  .  .  .920 .929 .3010

District Attorney 
Eric Toney  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .929 .3048

Register of Deeds 
James M . Krebs  .  .  .  .920 .929 .3239

County Executive (non-partisan) 
Sam Kaufman  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .929 .3155

State Senators
14th District 
Joan Ballweg .  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .0751 

18th District 
Dan Feyen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .5300

20th District  
Duey Stroebel  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .7513

State Representatives
41st District 
Alex Dallman*  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .8077 

42nd District 
Jon Plumer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .3404 

52nd District 
Jeremy Thiesfeldt*  .  .608 .266 .3156  
Jerry O’Connor** .  .  .  .920 .948 .4207

53rd District 
Michael Schraa  .  .  .  .  .608 .267 .7990

59th District 
Tim Ramthun*  .  .  .  .  .  .608 .266 .9175 
Ty Bodden**  .  .  .  .  .  .  .920 .948 .5076

*Through January 2nd, 2023 
**Beginning January 3rd, 2023
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The deadline to file nomination papers for the 2023 
Spring Election is Tuesday, January 2nd.

Thank
 You!

Thank You to Our Volunteers!
Field Sign Removal Team: Timothy Bachleitner, Joan Ballweg, Mike Dudzinski, Jerry O’Connor, Mark Weber. 

December Spirit Rally Team: Meribah Bachleitner, Andy Huebschmann, Daniel Zimmerman. 

December Newsletter Team: Tonya Alling, Timothy Bachleitner, Pam Behnke, Daniel Zimmerman.

Resources for Candidates Available at WISGOP
Reprinted courtesy of the Republican Party of Wisconsin

Wanting to run for office, but need some help? 
The Republican Party of Wisconsin offers 
information about building your campaign — 
including a local candidate time line, a candidate 
literature guide, and important information 
from the Wisconsin Elections Commission — at 
www.wisgop.org/run-for-office.

Local Candidate Online Training Sessions 
December 13th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Digital Savvy 
December 15th . . . . . . . . . . .Effective Marketing 
December 20th . . . . . . . Effective Voter Contact

Training sessions occur at 11 am and 6:30 pm 
on the assigned day.

CRITICAL DATES FOR THE 2023 SPRING ELECTION

December 1st, 2022 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .First day for candidates to circulate nomination papers

January 2nd, 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline (5 pm) for candidates to file nomination papers, 
declarations of candidacy, and campaign registration statement 

 for the 2023 Spring Election with the filing officer

January 31st 2023: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline for municipal clerks to send absentee ballots to 
electors with valid requests on file for the Spring Primary

February 21st, 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring Primary Election (if needed)

April 4th, 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring General Election



Stone Soup

We encourage you to “bring 
what you’ve got and put it in the 
pot” because – as the “Stone 
Soup” folk tale teaches us — 
“every little bit makes the big 
pot better.”

Volunteers and sponsors will 
be recognized in the newsletter.

Share Your Talents

Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Write content for the website, 
newsletter, and social media.

Singers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Every Spirit Rally opens with 
an inspirational song! If you 
love to sing, contact editor@
fdlgop.com.

Speakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Do you have an idea for a 
monthly meeting program? 
Contact editor@fdlgop.com. 
We’d love your input!

Share Your Treasure

Newsletter Sponsor  . . . $300 
Covers the cost of newsletter 
production for one month.

Spirit Rally Sponsor . . . $300 
Covers the cost of mailing 
invitations, reserving the venue 
and serving a light meal.
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2023 Membership Renewal Requests to be Mailed Soon
Watch your mailbox for a request to pay your 2023 Republican Party of Fond du Lac County membership dues. 
Membership includes an information-packed monthly newsletter, an invitation to monthly meetings, participation in 
caucuses and conventions and a general sense that you will be preserving the republic for posterity. 

Money raised will be used to advance the Platform of the Republican Party in Fond du Lac County.

Renew   Now!

Inflated Voter Rolls and Electronic Registration 
Systems Could Compromise Election Integrity 
By Pam Behnke, Republican Party of Fond du Lac County Election Integrity Chair

“Election integrity” is a phrase that has been 
tossed around a lot over the past few years. 
To me it means one legal vote (ballot) for every 
legally-registered U.S. citizen 18 years of age 
or older. One of the ways to ensure this is to 
maintain Wisconsin’s voter rolls.

There is a current complaint against the 
Wisconsin Election Commission (WEC) over the 
use of the Electronic Registration Information 
Center (ERIC). The complaint asserts that this 
violates the Help America Vote Act (HAVA). 
The Act specifically requires WEC to maintain 
and implement the statewide voter registration 
system database, “WisVote.” HAVA requires 
states and their election officials to maintain 
and implement statewide voter registration 
lists, without the help of third parties like ERIC.

What is ERIC?  
In 2015, the Wisconsin legislature chose to 
contract with ERIC. The ERIC system is currently 
used by 30 other states, although two states 
recently chose to break the agreement with 
ERIC. “ERIC is an interstate consortium formed 
to improve the accuracy of voter registration 
data and to assist voters to become registered 
at their current address,” according to WEC’s 
website. When individuals move, the affected 
states are notified of this move and the names 
are deactivated in the voter registration list. 

Given this protocol, one would think our voter 
rolls would be clean. However, Wisconsin has 
overinflated voter rolls. There are currently more 
than 7 million names on the rolls. Wisconsin’s 
population in 2019 was 5.8 million and 3.5 
million are registered to vote. A high percentage 
of these names have been “deactivated” but 
remain on the rolls. WEC has said they keep all 
voters on the rolls for historical purposes. 

Conflicts of Interest?  
ERIC is a non-profit agency located in Washing-
ton, DC. It was created by Dave Becker, who 
also co-founded the Center for Election 
and Information Research (CEIR). In 2020, 
$50 million was donated to CEIR by Mark 
Zuckerberg’s Chan Zuckerberg Initiatives. 
And, Meagan Wolfe is the administrator of the 
Wisconsin Election Commission, serving as the 
state’s Chief Election Official. She is also on the 
board for ERIC.

To understand the shenanigans which could 
result from overinflated voter rolls, watch the 
movie “2000 Mules” by Dinesh D’Souza. In Fond 
du Lac County, we are fortunate to have clerks 
who take their responsibilities very seriously 
and do their best to keep our voter rolls clean. 
But it only takes one bad apple to ruin the entire 
bushel. We must remain engaged in this very 
important topic. Our Republic depends on it! 



December Meeting to Focus on the Little White Schoolhouse…continued from page one
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Please Join Us! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Dec . 15  .  .  . Republican Spirit Rally 
Sunset on the Water Grill & Bar 

N7364 Winnebago Drive, FDL 
6:30 to 8 pm; Doors open at 6 

See page one for details. 

Jan . 19  .  .  .  .  . Christmas Party and 
Volunteer Appreciation Night 

Watch for details by email and in 
the next issue of News & Views .

Feb . 16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Caucus 
Ledgeview Lanes 

170 Prairie Road, FDL 
Watch for details by email and in 
the next issue of News & Views .

Note: Membership dues must 
be paid two weeks prior to the 

caucus (February 2nd) in order to 
cast your ballot at the caucus .

Join the Party

1)  Visit www.fdlgop.com > join 
now.

2)  Download and print a .pdf 
membership form. Make 
checks payable to “FDL GOP” 
and send to PO Box 665, 
Fond du Lac, 54936. Include 
your address, phone and 
email with the check.

3)  Scan the QR code below.

Encourage others to join the 
Fond du Lac County Republican 
Party. Invite them to a meeting 
or ask them to volunteer!

Money raised will be used to 
advance the Republican Party 
Platform in Fond du Lac County.

Annual dues are $25.

In the mid-19th Century, Americans of all 
ideological persuasions thankfully understood 
republican principles and brought them to 
life. Disaffected citizens in towns large and 
small across the northern tier of states met 
to rally around those principles, forming the 
Republican Party as its political standard 
bearer, ultimately saving a fledgling nation for 
generations to come.

The most famous of these meetings, led by 
Alvan Bovay, occurred on March 20, 1854 in a 
one-room schoolhouse in Ripon, Wisconsin.

It is time that supporters of our founding prin-
ciples rally together once again to reinvigorate 
and celebrate our republican foundations. Like 
much of our nation’s history, unabridged repub-
lican history is neglected and frequently mis-
represented. Our great nation has a rich politi-
cal record unique to the world and republican-
ism is an integral part of it. It is a rousing story 
but only disparately recorded. The National 
Republican History Museum and Archives will 
remedy this with a comprehensive, inspira-
tional, educational, and Constitutionally-based 
historical experience.

Four Worthy Servants Elected to State Assembly
Congratulations to Jon Plumer (42nd), Jerry O’Connor (52nd), Michael Schraa (53rd) and Ty Bodden 
(59th), who will represent Wisconsin’s Assembly beginning January 3rd, 2023. We witnessed these 
men doing the difficult work of campaigning and winning citizens’ trust. Now it is our task to help 
them in any way we can to be consistent and remain faithful to the Republican Party platform.

Jerry replaces Jeremy Thiesfeldt, who served from 2011–2023, and Ty replaces Tim Ramthun, who 
served from 2019–2023. We are grateful to Jeremy and Tim for serving with the highest level of 
authenticity and integrity. Thank you for your service to our State and Nation, gentlemen.

https://www.fdlcountyrepublicanparty.com/join-now
https://www.fdlcountyrepublicanparty.com/join-now

