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A Visit with Eva Wiseman, Winnipeg Author 
By the grade 5/6 and grade 6 team at Ecole Sage Creek School 

 
This past April our grade 5/6 and grade 6 classes had the wonderful privilege of 
receiving a visit from Winnipeg author Eva Wiseman. Before her visit we had each 
read her book A Place Not Home in our classes as a read aloud. This was a part of 
our unit on Immigration to Canada and it connected to our study of the World 
Wars. Reading her book prompted a lot of discussion about the challenges that 
families who are new to Canada face when they are working towards feeling like 
Canada is their new home. 
 
This book is based on Eva’s own story of her family coming to Canada and 
students were able to ask her direct questions about her experience, as well as 
how much of the story was actually true and what was fictional. As we read the 
book together in advance of her visit the students made many predictions as to 
what parts were true and what she could have been feeling during certain times of 
her journey to Canada. Eva shared with us photographs and personal accounts of 
the historical events and how her family was affected by the Holocaust and the 
Hungarian Revolution. Her visit broadened our world and added a personal story 
to historical events. 
 
Meeting a local Winnipeg author was inspiring for our students to see how it is 
possible for them, too, to write stories that could reach so many people. The 
students thought it was impactful to hear her stories directly from her and have the 
opportunity to ask her questions to clarify parts that they were wondering more 
about. She advised the students on a number of great tips for how to be effective 
writers that they still talk about using in our daily work. This also led to an enriching 
discussion about what it means to be a writer and what sort of processes are 
involved in becoming a writer. She emphasized how important it is for people who 
want to be writers to not only practice writing as much as possible but also to read 
voraciously.  
 
The students left feeling like they had a  
deeper connection to the text and to the 
social studies content. It was a powerful  
way to understand the perspective of  
another person and we got a deeper  
sense of her story from talking to her. 

  
 

Students getting autographs from Mrs. Wiseman 
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Lessons from Finland 
 
This past August MAME provided an opportunity 
for teachers to experience Finland’s internationally 
acclaimed, top performing education system, first-
hand as part of the Finland Education Inquiry. Stay 
tuned for more “Lessons from Finland” in 
upcoming MAME newsletters as we share the 
participants’ observations and understandings 
from this unique experience.  

 
Well-Being in Finnish Schools 

By Lisa Ullenboom 
St. Francois Xavier School 

 
In August I had the privilege of going to Helsinki, 
Finland with MAME’s Finland Education Inquiry to 
learn about Finnish education.  We visited two 
schools and a daycare center in Helsinki and 
Espoo.  Health and well-being is very important in 
Finland.  This article is about well-being and what 
that looks like in Finnish schools.   
 
In Finland, well-being begins at birth with parents 
being given a baby box, full of everything a baby 
needs.  The box can even be used as the baby’s 
bed.  Maternity and parental leave can extend 
until the child is 3 years of age and childcare is 
inexpensive.  Parents do not pay for any aspect of 
their child’s education.  Lunch is provided for all 
students as is transportation.  If a student lives 
more than three kilometres away from their 
nearest school, a taxi is provided.  University is 
also free in Finland.   
 
School Day 
In Finland, the school days are shorter than ours, 
with the youngest students (Grade 1s and 2s) 
finishing  midday.  At that time, some students go 
home while other students take part in different 
clubs and activities.  With clubs and activities 
taking place in the afternoon, students are able to 
spend time at home with their families in the 
evening. 
 
 

 
Teachers 
Grade 1 and 2 teachers have 21 hours of teaching 
time and 12 hours of prep time per week.  Work-
life balance is important, and teachers are 
encouraged to not go over the 12 hours of prep 
time and to take time after school to recharge.  
Teachers are also encouraged to collaborate with 
colleagues and there is a mandatory 1.5 hours of 
collaboration time per week.  Teachers often work 
together as a team.  In one of the schools we saw, 
there were four Grade 1 teachers and together, 
they shared the responsibility and workload of 
teaching the four different groups.   
Teachers do not have the stress of having report 
cards three times a year as most schools have two 
report cards (and only the year-end report card is 
mandatory).  Numbers on report cards are not 
given until the end of Grade 4 and therefore, 
teachers are only responsible for writing comments 
when teaching the lower grades.     
      
Fresh Air and Exercise 
Almost all students attend the school that is 
closest to their house and therefore, they are able 
to walk to and from school every day, even in the 
cold winter months.  Many students bike to school 
and it was neat to see all of the helmets lined up 
on top of students’ lockers.  Movement is also 
important indoors which was evident by all of the 
stationary bikes we saw in classrooms and 
hallways.        
Time spent in nature is valued.  Schools have half 
hour recesses and lessons often take place 
outside.  One of the schools we visited even had a 
forest surrounding it.   
 
The Classroom 
Classrooms in Finland are simplified.  They have 
very little up on the walls and are clutter free.  
Natural lighting is preferred over florescent lights.  
Classroom windows are often open during the 
warmer months to let the fresh air in.  We saw a lot 
of comfortable seating in hallways, open spaces 
and even in some classrooms.  It was great to see 
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so many wonderful places for students to read, 
chat or work together.   
After visiting two schools and a daycare in Helsinki, 
Finland, I feel inspired to incorporate some of the 
things I observed into my own Kindergarten 
classroom.  Although there are many things that 
we as teachers cannot change (shorter school 
days, fewer report cards etc.), I intend to plan 
more active lessons, spend more time in nature 
with my class and continue to work on decluttering 
my classroom.  I also plan on making the time to 
collaborate more with my colleagues and to 
remember that often, less is more.  
 
 

Autonomy and Finnish Education 
By Chandra Haines 

 
It’s no secret that Finland’s school achievements 
are being praised globally, and the reasons why 
are being sought out from all corners of the world. 
This summer, a group of teachers from Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan travelled to Finland to study 
their top tier education system and root out ideas, 
procedures, and practices that could be 
transplanted to Canada. While there are, 
understandably, a number of unique characteristics 
that contribute to Finland’s students being so 
successful (for example, an homogenous 
population, and a high number of social services 
supporting families, including free post-secondary 
education), there are several educational 
philosophies that can be integrated with our 
countries current best practices.  
 
A standout quality that can be observed both in 
and out of school is the high degree of autonomy 
students in Finland are given. Before and after 
school, it is not uncommon to see very young 
students using public transportation, 
independently, to get to and from school. Those 
that are not using the bus, tram, or subway, walk 
or ride bikes to get to their building. None of the 
buildings we toured had school buses for their 
students. It is the exception, not the norm, for a 
child to be driven to school. Children are expected 

to dress appropriately and make their own way to 
school in the winter months as well. This seemingly 
small bit of empowerment comes with many 
benefits, such as encouraging independence, 
increasing feelings of belonging within the 
community, allowing the child to learn road sense, 
and being physically active.  
 
During the school lunch period, students serve 
themselves buffet style from a central station. They 
make their own heathy selections (no desserts or 
sweets are offered, and drink choices are white 
milk or water), carry their own food trays, get their 
own drinks, then scrape their dishes and deposit 
them in the proper area for cleaning. The students 
are entrusted to do these tasks with minimal adult 
support and supervision. They sit at tables, use 
their cutlery, visit and eat while adults are 
monitoring the central food station for refills and 
their teachers are getting their own meals. Once 
students have finished eating, they make their way 
outside for recess without waiting for a bell. A 
rotating group of older students (approximately 
grade 6) are responsible for keeping the small 
cafeteria area (students eat in shifts) tidy and 
useable. This mixed group of boys and girls had to 
wipe tables, stack chairs and clean the floors 
before sitting down for a drink with the custodian. 
Not only does this help children learn 
responsibility and life skills, it helps build positive 
relationships with other students and staff 
members, while providing a sense of purpose and 
accomplishment.  
 
Within the classroom, students have a say in how 
and when their jobs are completed, which likely 
sounds familiar to most Canadian teachers. 
Students give input into how they will express their 
knowledge, what types of field trips they are 
interested in, and how they would like to narrow 
down a larger learning topic. If a student goofs off 
in class, they have to complete their work at home 
in the evening. Teachers also have a high degree 
of autonomy in what and how they teach, so the 
classroom is fluid, free to explore and build their 
own course of study to some degree. This is 
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because teachers heavily influence the specifics of 
their school curriculum, which is only broadly 
dictated by a flexible national curriculum. This 
amount of freedom helps both teachers and 
students find joy in their classrooms and makes 
them feel seen, heard and valued.  
Finnish society recognizes the importance of 
autonomy, and their school system does an 
excellent job of fostering it through the lessons 
and activities teachers lead, the set up and 
location of the schools, the trust, respect, and 
responsibilities given to students.  
 

 
 

Tech Hack for Teachers 
By: Jessica Small 

 
During the summer months, I always look for ways 
to grow as an educator. Yes, I know I am a bit 
“crazy”, but the first step is admittance. This 
summer I took advantage of a few (yes, a few) 
different online conferences, hoping to walk away 
with new ideas, inspiration, and a renewed 
passion. My favourite online conference that I 
participated in was from Educators 2 Educators;  
The e2e Summer Conference. I even watched over 
an hour while I was at a friend’s cabin for a girl’s 
weekend…. please see sentence two. I highly 
recommend seeking this out for next summer, you 
can watch as many or as few as you wish, the 
format is short (approximately 15 minute) videos 
with tangible ideas, activities, and support you can 

implement easily and because we are from 
Manitoba and love deals, it was free! 
My favourite hack I wanted to share with you was 
about using Kahoot!. As a junior high teacher, I 
love Kahoot!, however, I do not love kicking out 
students for their ridiculous or inappropriate 
names, or, waiting five minutes for the student 
who wants to put a name made of 15 emojis. 
Enter, “game options”. Have you ever noticed that 
under choosing either team mode or classic there 
are multiple set up options to make your life 
easier? Perhaps you are like me where you are just 
pressing buttons as fast as possible to get the 
game started and the students quieter, you have 
completely missed this. If you expand the game 
option drop down there are a variety of tools that 
can be used to set up the game, two I believe are 
awesome include: Name generator and 
Automatically move through questions. Name 
generator randomly assigns names to students as 
they enter the game (did you just smile? Your 
welcome). We may now actually get to the end of 
every Kahoot!, teacher win! How many times have 
you forgotten to press “next question?” Oh, just 
me trying to balance everything at the same time, 
getting in either marking or prepping while 
students are somewhat distracted only to hear, 
“MRS. SMALL!!! PRESS THE BUTTON!!!” (I am of 
course joking my students are much more polite 
than that). 
 
I hope these two great hacks make your life a little 
easier, while saving some precious time and 
frustration. Enjoy! 
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“Making” Happens Here: 
Shamrock School’s Developing Inquiry 

Room/Maker Space 
By Breccan Wilson and Michelle Fache 

 

Our Inquiry Room/Maker Space is a place for 
creativity and innovation to occur. It is a space 
where students at Shamrock School can explore, 
tinker, discover, collaborate, design, create, and 
make. We developed the space in an empty 
classroom two and a half years ago. Many classes 
spanning from grades one to eight use the space.  

Upon entering the room, you would see students 
excitedly working with classmates or on their own, 
some at tables and some on the floor. At the front 
of the room, a banner reads, “Take what you 
need, use what you take”. A wall is painted green 
for green screen filming projects. Shelves with 
baskets of materials line the walls. Drawers and 
bins of STEM toys like Lego and Magformers 
entice creative hands, and piles of recyclables and 
interesting discarded household items wait in the 
corners of the room to be sorted by any teacher 
with a free moment (i.e. the same egg cartons 
have been sitting there since the beginning of 
September - the space is not without its 
challenges).  

To help the students with management and 
organizational matters, the materials and supplies 
have been sorted into baskets and divided into 
two shelves, labeled “tools” (things like rulers, 
scissors, pencils, toy cars, glue that we use and put 
back) and “consumables” which we may use and 
add to a project. One essential consumable of a 
maker-space is cardboard. We have huge garbage 
bins of it. The other consumable shelves are 
bursting with recyclables, donated craft supplies, 
fabric, pieces of wood, containers of puzzle pieces, 
bread tabs, thread spools, etc.  

We were recently awarded a ‘Special Projects 
Grant’ from MAME which allowed us to purchase 

several special tools and materials to enhance the 
activities in our space. My favourite of these tools, 
and top recommendation for your projects is a 
hand-held, battery operated cutting tool with a 
spinning disk, which cuts cardboard with ease. We 
purchased many other useful but less remarkable 
tools such as a cordless drill, hammers, levels, 
saws, glue guns, heavy duty sheers, pliers, etc. I 
was inspired by a colleague in LRSD to introduce 
robotics to my grade one-two students (and 
myself) so I also purchased gear motors and other 
electrical components and tools. So far we have 
used these to build robotic vehicles for our 
Position and Motion unit. We are grateful for the 
grant! 

Naturally, our Inquiry Room is frequently used for 
the design process part of science units but is also 
used for projects in other curricular areas, under 
the direction of my creative colleagues. Below are 
some photos of past projects that students 
imagined and built in our Inquiry Room/Maker 
Space. If a designated maker space is not possible 
in your school, perhaps these projects and a pile of 
junk will inspire you and your students.  

We are still working through some of the growing 
pains of a shared space in a Grade K-8 school. The 
online booking page for the room allows for 
advance planning for the space, but it is no 
guarantee that the consumables that were on the 
shelf when the room was booked will still be on 
the shelf when the room is used. Keeping the 
room organized, tidy, and ready for any inquisitive 
builders has also proved to be a challenge. There 
are many interpretations as to what “tidy and 
organized” means, donations need to be sorted 
and stored, consumables and tools need to be 
replenished, and WORK IN PROGRESS needs to 
be kept safe in the space. We are still working on 
these aspects and may always be to some degree! 

See photos on next page. 
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Grade one-two students researched some contributions and inventions by Canada’s First Peoples and created models of them for a 
“museum” display. 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As part of an integrated unit on the Canadian community of Iqaluit 
and Position and Motion, grade one-two students designed motorized 
vehicles that would carry produce from Manitoba to Nunavut. 

 

By Grades 3/4 students. Wayside School is falling down: 
help save the cows.  

Art from natural structures inspired by Louise 
Nevelson 

By Grades 3/4 students. Noise cancellation 
headphones.  

Olympics Lego Challenge: students 
were challenged to build various 
Olympic symbols or events. 
 

By Grades 3/4 students. Design Challenge:  
Save the town of Frank from a rock avalanche. 
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M.A.T.H. Centres in a Grade 1/2 Classroom 
By: Lara Klassen 

Grade 1/2  
Victor H.L. Wyatt School 

 

This year as part of wanting to increase my 

effectiveness in differentiating my math curriculum, 

I decided to begin using a math program a 

colleague had implemented in her classroom with 

good success.  Using the M.A.T.H. centres was a 

little like using Daily 5 in my room.  Students first 

had experience doing each area as a whole group 

in order to get everyone familiar with expectations.  

After all areas were practiced, we created an 

anchor chart about our jobs for M.A.T.H. centres 

and then we began with our newly created groups 

for a short amount of time and slowly increased to 

longer lessons. 

The template for these M.A.T.H. centres is a free 

download from TeachersPayTeachers by Dots and 

Spots.  The centres involved for the program were 

prescribed to be 4 distinct areas, although I have 

always followed Lori Jamison Rog’s advice to 

‘adapt not adopt’ and have changed two of the 

centres to better fit the needs of my classroom.  

(M was originally Math facts and T was Teacher’s 

Choice).  As you can see, the four centres I use are 

Math with the teacher, At your seat, Technology, 

and Hands on.   

Math with the teacher has students joining me at 

our kidney table to focus on specific skills and 

strategies that fit their numeracy level.  I have 

divided my class by ability so as to allow the 

children who need focused support on beginning 

skills to get additional support and also allowing 

children who have more than mastered a concept 

the challenge of more difficult concepts. 

At your seat is the centre which allows children the 

chance to practice skills and strategies with paper 

and pencil tasks.  I make sure this centre has an EA 

sitting with the students to support them and to 

make sure they understand what they are applying 

in their work. 

Technology is definitely many of the students’ 

favourite centre.  Using iPad minis, the students 

use apps and online games to work on math 

concepts in a fun and engaging way.  One of their 

favourite online games is Prodigy, a free webpage 

which allows me to tailor the concepts they work 

on.  I’ve found this webpage very engaging to 

students and some even use the webpage at 

home. 

Hands on is another popular centre, with students 

playing games with one another using board 

games, cards, dice, ten frames, etc.   

With each centre, I found it easy to teach key 

concepts at different levels in order to differentiate 

for the abilities of each group.  For example, if the 
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concept of addition was my focus, I would spend 

time at the kidney table practicing strategies of 

counting on, number lines, and using 

manipulatives with all groups.  When each group 

went to do work at their seat there could be 

different numbers used to practice those 

strategies.  Some groups used numbers 1 - 5, 

some used 6 -10 and some used numbers up to 

and over 20.  The same differentiation was made 

at the Hands-on game of addition war could be 

used with cards of 1-5 for one group but with 6-10 

for another group.  

Overall, the students in my class love our math 

time now.  If we have special events that mean we 

can’t have a rotation, I often hear  a disappointed 

“Awwwwwwwww.”  When I asked the children 

what they would say about M.A.T.H. centres, they 

responded with comments such as “I think it’s hard 

but it’s fun”, “Awesome, but kinda hard” and “It’s 

all about math and it makes you learn better.” I am 

still learning how best to run these centres to be 

the most effective, but in general, my biggest 

regret is that I waited so long to try to implement 

it.  

Reading Recovery and Early Literacy 
Conference 
By: Julie Ford 

 
Thanks to the support from MAME I was able to 
attend the Reading Recovery and Early Literacy 
conference from April 4th to 6th in Winnipeg. I 
learned some helpful tips about improving my 
literacy lessons in class and how to organize 
writer’s workshop activities.  
 
My favourite speaker from this conference was Joe 
Stouffer. He had tips and strategies for helping 
students write more often and to improve their 
writing skills.  
 

One of the sessions I attended dealt with 
roadblocks. Specifically, what is holding students 
back from reaching their full literacy potential. We 
were informed of process-oriented feedback vs 
person-oriented praise. Process oriented feedback 
takes the focus off the child and puts it on the task. 
It provides specific feedback and the student is 
more likely to be a risk taker. Discussion about 
right/wrong and good/bad is not part of the 
process. Another roadblock is how students 
receive information orally. By keeping a record of 
oral language (i.e. say a sentence and the student 
says it back), teachers will know which students 
need shorter sentences for instruction given in 
class. It is important to model self-talk so students 
can listen to how we process information and know 
that even teachers make mistakes. Teachers are 
encouraged to give the students many 
opportunities to share their thinking via turn and 
talks. This allows all students to participate orally 
as opposed to the standard raising hands in class 
which limits oral participation to a select few. We 
were reminded of the importance of daily read 
alouds. Some of the benefits are: 
 
• Exposure to less common, more 

sophisticated words. 

• Encourages lifetime interest in reading 

• Promotes self-regulation and attention span 

• Introduction to interesting words (juicy 

words/wow words) 

• Teacher models correct word pronunciation 

• Springboard for new topic or lesson 

Finally, we were encouraged to find opportunities 
for our students to create their own books. Even 
struggling learners can build confidence from 
creating a simple book of their own. 
 
As I mentioned, Joe Stouffer was my favourite 
presenter. His session was called “Fostering the 
Love of Writing: Writer’s Workshop”. I found the 
following quote Joe mentioned to be practical and 
insightful. 
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“Writing is a message sending, problem-solving 
activity, which increases in power and flexibility the 
more it is practiced.” – Clay, M.M. (2001). 
“Change over time in children’s literacy 
development” 
 
Writer’s workshop is a classroom framework for 
writing where students receive both group and 
individual instruction. They are writing 
independently of one another, with their own 
goals and are given time to plan, write, revise, and 
conference with the teacher. Something to keep in 
mind when setting up a writer’s workshop would 
be some students may want or need a planner. 
Joe stressed the importance of daily 
demonstration and shared writing (I do, we do, 
you do). A common concern/question is what will 
students do while waiting to conference? They can 
illustrate, plan another piece, peer edit, or read. 
For setting up a writer’s notebook it is best to use 
a scribbler or binder separated into three sections. 
The sections are: 
 

• Toolkit: anchor charts, graphic organizer 

models, personal spelling lists, writing 

goals, spicy words 

• List of ideas: Collection of topics that 

students can write about 

• Drafting space: insist students write drafts 

double spaced (write a line, leave a line) 

Joe also discussed how important it is to have 
sharing time as a way of celebrating what the 
students wrote that day. We can encourage the 
students to make note of spicy words in their 
reading and apply it to their writing. 
Other helpful tips from other sessions throughout 
the conference include: 
 

• Using Morning message to demo and 

teach 

o Alternate days between shared 

reading and shared writing 

o Students can use white boards to 

write words or sentences to 

include in the morning message. 

Students with limited writing 

capacity can copy words from the 

visual schedule for the day. 

• Ongoing assessment is useful for guiding 

teacher instruction. Not so much about the 

score but rather what will I do with this 

information? 

• Connect with students (greeting at the 

door). 

• Spirals of inquiry (grounded in curiosity 

and student need). Teachers come up with 

the inquiry question, leading to digging 

deeper, leading to action. 

• Students use index cards to create their 

own word wall filled with words they want 

to write about 

I learned a lot at this literacy conference, and I look 
forward to enhancing my literacy program by 
putting these practices into use in my classroom.

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Your MAME group has professional 

development funds available for our 

members to use. Simply go to our 

website and apply under PD 

Funding. You are eligible for up to 

$300.00 to attend professional 

development opportunities. 

 

Visit www.multiagemanitoba.org to 

complete your application. 
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Submit an Article to Our Newsletter 
 

This newsletter is created by our membership for 

our membership and we would love to hear from 

more of our members. Is there something exciting 

happening in your classroom or school? Do you 

have a teaching experience or thoughts on multi-

age education that you would like to share? Please 

do! You can email your submissions including 

images any time to lisa.mcavoy@lrsd.net 

 

Special Project Grants 
 
Is there a special project that your school would 
like to undertake or participate in? 
 
MAME members can apply for funding of up to 
$1000 for Special Projects.   
 
Visit www.multiagemanitoba.org to complete your 
application. 
 
 

The MAME Library 

 
MAME has been accumulating resources that are 

relevant to multi-age educators. These materials 

are available for loan to our members. To view a 

list of titles, go to our website, 

www.multiagemanitoba.org and click on the 

Lending Library tab. To borrow MAME resources, 

please contact Charlene Sacher at: 

charlene.sacher@gmail.com 

 


