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Flexible Seating 

By: Julie Van Caeyzeele 

 
Thanks to the support of MAME through a Special Projects Grant I was able to 
revitalize my classroom with new flexible seating options. I purchased wobbly 
stools, high stools, large floor pillows, lap desks, and exercise balls. Flexible 
Seating is so important in classrooms and especially in the early years where 
students require movement and sensory input to focus and process information.  
 
Flexible Seating meets the needs of the learner inside the multiage classroom in 
many ways. It offers students CHOICE and we know that students learn best 
when they have control over where they learn and the position they can learn in. 
Flexible seating supports COMMUNITY in the classroom allowing for furniture 
to be moved, changed and shared between students. Flexible seating provides 
opportunity for MOVEMENT for the students to lean, bounce, wobble, twist 
and more supporting their brain in learning. Flexible seating provides 
COMFORT for students to focus and be undistracted for their learning. Flexible 
seating allows for COLLABORATION. Traditional seating can isolate students 
from each other, this allows for pairing, grouping and discussions that include 
everyone. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly students are gaining SENSORY 
INPUT which is imperative in supporting students focus and ability to process 
information to learning.    
 
For more information on flexible seating: 
https://infograph.venngage.com/p/226127/6-benefits-of-flexible-seating  
 

https://smithsystem.com/smithfiles/2017/11/29/top-10-benefits-flexible-seating-
classroom/  
 

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/flexible-seating-student-centered-classroom-
kayla-delzer  
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App-Smashing to Improve Literacy Skills 
 

by:  Kathy Klenk 
Literacy Support Teacher, Student Services 

H.S. Paul School 
 

 
 
In my literacy support role, I have the opportunity 
to work in several classrooms. In this Grade 5/6 
class, we had been working on developing 
comprehension strategies, such as connecting, 
questioning and summarizing. 
 
Students worked on summarizing a variety of texts 
and ultimately summarized a picture book using 
the graphic organizer shown in the photo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then they further developed their reading fluency 
skills by reading their summary over several times 
with lots of expression and appropriate phrasing. 
Once they were comfortable with the text, we 
recorded them reading their summary using the 
green screen app on an iPad called Green Screen 
by Doink (@DoinkTweets). Within the app, we 
simply inserted their video and a photo of their 
book cover as the background and re-saved the 
video. 
 
From there, we inserted this green screen video 
into the HP Reveal app, formerly known as 
Aurasma, (@HPReveal) to create an “aura”. This 
augmented reality app allows the user to scan the 
actual book cover. Upon doing this, the student’s 
video automatically pops up and begins playing 
overtop of the book cover. An HP Reveal account 
is required to do this but it is free. 
 
Students were excited to show their families at 
student-led conferences how they used 
technology to practice and share their literacy 
learning! ■   
 
 

Sphero 
By: Julie Ford 

 
I am thankful to MAME for 
the opportunity to borrow 
two iPads for educational 
purposes in my classroom. 
When I was considering how 
I could make use of MAME’s 
generosity I remembered 
that back in August of 2017 
I learned about the Sphero at the one-day 
conference “IT Happens” hosted by the Louis Riel 
School Division. For those that don’t know what a 
Sphero is, it is a small, round robot powered by 
the Sphero Edu app. According the Sphero 
literature, the goal of the device is to “foster 
creativity through discovery and play”. It allows 
students to do real coding and explore movement 
with technology. 
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I found this app to be very easy to use and to 
teach. Thus, having had so much fun with this 
robot myself, I wanted to give my students a 
different kind of technology experience. With the 
app you can do simple to complex commands that 
control the robot’s movement. The simplest 
interface allows students to simply draw on the 
iPad to make the robot move. There is another 
aspect where blocks of pre-written code are used 
much like the web-based coding project Scratch. 
This is beneficial for any student who is used to 
Scratch, or similar block coding programs, as they 
will very quickly pick up Sphero. Finally, the most 
complex part of the app, which I didn’t 
incorporate into my classroom, allows the students 
to type text and create fully coded programs to 
tell the robot what to do. This makes the Sphero a 
great tool for different ages and levels of 
technology comprehension.  
 

Once the students are 
used to programming the 
Sphero there are many 
different challenges that 
can be created. One 
challenge is setting a 
starting point for the 
Sphero and placing a 
target, such as an “X” 
with masking tape, at 
another point in the 
room. The students take 

turns trying to get the robot to stop closest to the 
middle of the target. The difficulty can be 
increased by making an obstacle course for the 
Sphero to navigate. Students can be involved in 
creating the obstacle course or using masking 
tape to map out a maze. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of two ways my students showed their 
understanding of Sphero included teaching their 
Grade 7/8 learning buddies. During their time 
together my Grade 1/2 students were able to 
explain, and successfully demonstrate the basics 
of block coding to move the Sphero. The second 
way was at our student conferences in March. The 
students had the opportunity to show their 
parents what they had accomplished using the 
Sphero. They enjoyed the chance to show off their 
new skills and the parents were impressed by the 
use of the technology. ■   
 
 

Touch Cast Studio 
By: Jessica Foss 

 
I was introduced to using Touch Cast Studio last 
year in an after-school opportunity the Louis Riel 
School Division provided to teachers. This free 
app allows for students to film videos using green 
screen technology. This app does require a 
teacher to create an account for the videos. After 
creating the account, there are a variety of pre-
made video backgrounds that the user can choose 
to use, for instance a sports centre, a news station, 
or even in front of the Lincoln Statue. Students are 
also able to create their own background by 
simply saving and choosing a photo of their 
choice. Touch Cast Studio allows for students to 
add "v-apps" to their video so students can 
annotate videos, pictures, or even have messages 
appear while they are filming. Editing can happen 
right in the app and finished products are secure 
that stay privately housed.  Personally my students 
have experimented with creating commercials, 
school announcements, as well as science 
explanations and books talks. There are endless 
options and is a great tool to complete creative 
projects. ■   
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iPads in the Classroom 
by Caitlyn Madzik 

 
I was very excited to be able to explore the 
MAME iPads with my grade 1 and 2 students. The 
iPads had two distinct uses in our classroom. First, 
we used them to explore iMovie by creating a 
video about the Seven Sacred Teachings. 
Secondly, students used the app “Cimo & Snow 
Spelling Pals” to learn and practice important 
sight words to develop their letter sounds. 
 
Ability to access iMovie provided the opportunity 
to bring the 7 sacred teachings to life. Students 
are now able to share the class video displaying 
their drawings and understanding of the Seven 
Sacred Teachings with their friends and family. 
This is all possible because of the use of the 
MAME iPads in our classroom. The iPads became 
an engaging learning tool for students when they 
began to work through the app “Cimo & Snow 
Spelling Pals.” The visuals of the app maintained 
the interest of students, while the content of the 
game strengthened students understanding of 
sight words.  
 
In the time the MAME iPads have been in our 
classroom they have become a key tool for 
learning. They have benefited my students’ 
education by engaging them in learning and 
allowing our class the opportunity to share the 
many accomplishments we have had in a short 
amount of time. ■ 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TCEA Conference 
By: Laurie Brewster 

 
This past February, I had the wonderful 
opportunity to attend the TCEA Conference in 
Austin, Texas. The conference offered hundreds of 
sessions, workshops, academies, presentations, 
keynotes, and an exhibit hall. 
 
One session I particularly enjoyed, was learning 
about the Flipped Classroom. We used the 
website Screencastify.com to produce the video 
lessons required for a flipped lesson. We also 
experimented with a Ziggy document camera to 
help with close up shots. It was a very informative 
session. I am not ready to go to an entirely flipped 
community, but experimenting with a lesson or 
two is one of my next goals. 
 
Our school division has opted for the Microsoft 
Office 365 package. One of my sessions offered 
tips, tricks and shortcuts. Simple ideas such as 
using Microsoft Researcher (available in Word 
2016) to research while within your word 
document has already become a time saver in my 
classroom. You can find the Researcher link under 
the References tab in Microsoft Word. We also 
practiced embedding pictures and video into 
PowerPoint using the insert tab. I appreciated that 
the images found using this search are all Creative 
Commons Licensed, so no need to be separately 
hunting for “free photos.” My students have also 
already begun using this feature. 
 
Another great session was an intro to the app 
“Clips.” A great option for kids who are tired of 
iMovie and iMovie Trailer. Clips is very easy to 
use. It is easy to import from and save to camera 
roll. Lots of great features like posters and live 
titles with voice to text option. It is very fun and 
engaging. 
 
Overall, the conference was very professionally 
organized, with sessions for every interest, grade 
level, and subject area. I would highly recommend 
TCEA for anyone looking to increase or update 
tech use in their multiage classroom.	■	
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Coding in an Early Years Classroom 
By Charmaine Rudnicki 

Grade 1/2 Teacher, Shamrock School 
 

Last year as part of my professional development I 
attended the Future of Education Technology 
Conference in Orlando, Florida.  It was at this 
conference that I was introduced to coding and its 
possibilities in the classroom.  Coding is the 
process of creating repeatable step-by-step 
instructions to achieve a goal.  Early coding 
engages students in experiences that encourage 
and develop thinking, communication, and 
problem solving.   
 
I applied to the Manitoba Association of Multi-
Age Educators (MAME) Special Projects Grant to 
request funds for an iPad mini.  My application 
was graciously accepted, and I was able to begin 
our coding lessons.  One of the first steps was to 
introduce directional language like up and down, 
backward and forward, left and right.  We 
practiced reading the directions of arrows and  
writing them on whiteboards as we followed the 
grid. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With the support of our teacher-librarian, Mrs. 
Fache, Kodable was introduced as a first app to 
use for coding.  I highly recommend using this app 
for students who are new to coding.  The students 
were quickly engaged and were able to assign the 
correct sequence of directions to accomplish the 
task.  The students progress through a series of 
sequences and levels which further require more 

elaborate instructions using conditions, loops, and 
functions.  
 
Tynker is another app that students are using to 
explore coding.  Through engaging animation, 
students move a character through different 
situations to attain the goal.  This app uses a drag 
and drop method with specific commands such as 
walk, jump, and turn around.  My students find 
Tynker more challenging, but they are definitely 
engaged! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much to MAME and its Special 
Grants Fund for supporting me in my goal to 
introduce coding to my students.  We have only 
just begun our coding journey.  I look forward to 
expanding my knowledge of coding and engaging 
my students in this exciting problem solving 
technology. 
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Future of Education		
Technology Conference	

By: Matthew Steingart 
Skills for Living Program 
Windsor Park Collegiate 

 
I had the opportunity to attend 
the 2018 Future of Educational 
Technology Conference. This 

event is filled with leading edge technology 
designed to engage and support all learners. The 
speakers were excited to talk about the next wave 
of virtual technology and how it will impact 
student learning. Artificial Intelligence(AI), 
Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR) and 
Mechanical Reality (MR) will become more 
prominent in our classrooms in the near-future. 
One item on the conference floor caught my 
attention: Bloxels. This resource focuses on many 
different domains to help our students. Learners 
select coloured blocks which represent a 
landscape or object and place it into a 13X13 grid. 
Bloxels is similar to Minecraft, but more tactile and 
kinesthetic. Think of Lite Brite meets Minecraft… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Once a board is created, scan it with an iPad using 
the free app and a virtual world is created with a 
task to complete. This can be blended with any 
curriculum and the opportunities are endless. I 

work with students who live with cognitive 
challenges. Within 3 minutes, my student had built 
a world on the grid, digitized and edited it. This 
resource has tremendous value to be explored by 
teachers, students and parents. ■ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Foundations of Multisensory Structured 

Language Education 
By:  Natalie Hlady 

 
It is our professional responsibility to ensure that 
we are meeting the educational needs of our 
students.  Each student, as we know, is unique.  
They come to school with their own experiences.  
Some are already reading and writing before they 
begin Kindergarten, while others are still 
struggling with learning to read and write well 
beyond Kindergarten.  What are teachers doing to 
help the students who are not successful in 
reading and writing?  Well… in some schools 
there is Reading Recovery.  But this does not meet 
the needs of all students.  Not all students who 
need the program are even able to be taken into 
the program as space is limited.  So then what?   
This is what led me to the Foundations of 
Multisensory Structured Language Education 
course at the University of Manitoba this past 
March.   
 
This course was recommended to me by a 
colleague who had taken it previously.  I have to 
say I learned a great deal in a matter of only four 
days.  The course includes information for 
classroom teachers, resource teachers, speech and 
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language pathologists, and parents on the 
developmental stages of reading and writing, a 
definition of dyslexia and the history of Orton-
Gillingham, phonological and phonemic 
awareness (including an assessment for teachers), 
phonology and orthography.  This course is also a 
prerequisite for the next course which teaches you 
how to use the Orton Gillingham approach with 
small groups or individual students.  
 
Dr. Orton was a pathologist and professor of 
neurology who brought together neuroscience 
and the principles of remediation.  Anna 
Gillingham was an educator and a psychologist 
who developed and published the instructional 
materials using Dr. Orton’s principles of 
remediation.  The O.G. approach to intervention 
and remediation of dyslexia has been used 
successfully for about 80 years!  It is a multisensory 
approach where information is learned 
simultaneously through visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic and tactile presentation. All pathways 
in the brain are involved.  Material is chosen 
carefully based on student need.  The idea is that 
content needs to be presented from the simplest 
to the most complex, building on and 
strengthening material previously taught. This 
process can benefit all learners, not just those with 
dyslexia.   
 
The real take home points – phonological 
awareness – being aware of how to hear and 
manipulate sounds needs to be a focus in early 
elementary school.  Students need explicit 
instruction. A multisensory approach to teaching 
and learning will benefit all learners.  Proficiency at 
one level of reading will be dependent on success 
with all the previous levels and reading 
development can halt if the foundation within the 
previous level is not strong. Key predictors to 
early literacy success according to the National 
Early Literacy Panel were:  alphabet knowledge, 
phonological awareness, rapid letter and digit 
naming, rapid object and colour naming, printing 
or name writing and phonological memory.  The 
National Reading Panel’s research has shown that 
explicit teaching of phonological and phonemic 

awareness and phonology in primary grades 
resulted in the highest level of literacy 
achievement by students.  Teachers need to teach 
students spelling concepts and rules.  Students 
need to understand the how and why of words to 
be successful.  87% of the English Language is 
regular – if you know the rules of language! 
 
In conclusion, this is a course that all preservice 
teachers need to take.  All early years teachers 
and reading specialists need to know the 
foundations for developing strong, literate 
students. ■	
	

 
Reading for the Love of It in Toronto, ON 

By Charlene Sacher 
 

Thank you so much to MAME for allowing me to 
attend the I Love to Read conference in Toronto. 
This Canadian conference had something for 
everyone, a wide range of topics for all grade 
levels. While the conference had something for 
everyone, I chose to focus on literacy sessions that 
focused on outdoor/natural education as well as 
reconciliation.  
 
In the session called “All you need is the sky”, we 
looked at different children’s books that use and 
support nature pedagogy. Through open 
invitations, we looked at the different areas of 
STREAM (Science, Technology, Reading and 
Writing, Art, Mathematics) and we were given the 
opportunity to use 
natural objects to show 
our learning.  We built a 
catapult, created a 
frame to show our 
mathematical thinking 
and created a picture to 
tell a story and shared 
our story orally. The 
presenter of this session 
also shared many of 
their nature focused 
books such as Sidewalk Flowers, Under One Rock, 
and If You Find a Rock.    
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After attending the Barbara Reid session, I am 
very excited to go back to school and have 
students look more closely at nature and create 
different scenes using plasticine. Barbara Reid was 
an inspiring storyteller with a wealth of 
information to ensure students are successful. She 
shared strategies as well as looked at student art 
and how we are able to teach this to children so 
that they can tell their stories in a visual format.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I was also able to attend many sessions that 
focused on Truth and Reconciliation. Many great 
resources were shared by the presenters. We were 
challenged to go back to our classrooms, at any 
grade and to see our classroom through a 
different lens. We were challenged to look at who 
holds the power in our classroom, whose voice is 
heard, who is represented when you walk through 
our school and who is not. By looking at where the 
gaps are, we will be able to see what needs our 
school has to address in order to ensure that all 
students feel a sense of belonging.  
 
Katya Ferguson, one of the presenters, shared 
many strategies to ensure that students feel a 
sense of belonging and mastery. One of the 
strategies, was for each parent, at the start of the 
school year, to bring in a leaf for a story vine that 
stated what their child would bring to the school 
based on their mastery of different topics. She 
also suggested for students to create storytelling 
bracelets that would have different beads that 
represent important memories and events in their 
lives. This would be a springboard for storytelling 
either in written expression or through oral 
expression.  
 

 
I left the conference invigorated and inspired to 
be an advocate for and with my students as well 
as with many tools on how to help my grade 1-2 
students to be better readers and writers. ■	
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Future of Education and Technology Conference 
Jan 22- 26, 2018 

by Shannon Young

I attended my first Education Conference this past January. One 
of the session that really stuck out was my Sketchnoting session  
by Amber McCormick. Amber is a K-4 teacher and uses 
sketchnoting in her classes. ( yes, even kindergarten!). She was 
inspirational and confident that ANYONE can become a 
sketchnoter.

“ If you can draw a circle, square and triangle, 
you can sketch note”- Amber McCormick 

These are the sketch notes I tool during our session. Some of these 
ideas were on her Nearpod presentation. I used the app “Paper” to 

create these sketchnotes
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Submit an Article to Our Newsletter 
 

This newsletter is created by our membership 

for our membership and we would love to 

hear from more of our members. Is there 

something exciting happening in your 

classroom or school? Do you have a teaching 

experience or thoughts on multi-age 

education that you would like to share? Please 

do! You can email your submissions including 

images any time to lisa.mcavoy@lrsd.net 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
MAME members are eligible for professional 
development money. 
 
We will be accepting new applications for funding 
in September 2018. 
 
Is there a special project that your school would 

like to undertake or participate in?  We also have 

special project grants available.  

 

Visit www.multiagemanitoba.org to complete your 

application. 

 
 


