“This monastery is older than anything else in the New World except for the ancient ruins of
the Incas, Aztecs and other indigenous people.” <florida.backroads-travel.com>

It is located at 1671 West Dixie Highway, North Miami Beach, Florida. The Dixie Highway
runs parallel to Biscayne Boulvard (U.S.1). The West Dixie Highway is now a local road. Itisa
historic highway that was created by the National Highways Association (NHA), formed in 1911.
It was modeled after the Lincoln Highway. The NHA’s slogan was “Good roads for everyone.” It
promoted economic development and became part of the federal highway system. The Dixie
Highway was constructed from 1915 through 1929. It ran from Mackinaw City, Michigan to
Miami, Florida. <wdl.org>
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“Construction of the Monastery of St. Bernard de Clairvaux was begun in the year 1133 AD in Sacramenia, near Segovia
in northern Spain. Completed eight years later in 1141, the Monastery was dedicated to the Blessed Mother and was 4
originally named ‘The Monastery of Our Lady, Queen of the Angels.” Upon the canonization of Bernard of Clairvaux in \ B L
1174, the Monastery was renamed in his honor. A Cistercian monk and mystic, the founder and abbot of the Abbey of \r‘l 0 1?'1':1'*
Clairvaux, Bernard was one of the most influential church leaders of his time. Cistercian monks occupied the Monastery \ '
for nearly 700 years. After a social revolution in the 1830's, the Monastery’s Cloisters were seized, sold, and converted
into a granary and stable.
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In 1925, William Randolph Hearst purchased the Cloisters and the Monastery's outbuildings. The structures were
dismantled stone by stone, bound with protective hay, packed in more than 11,000 wooden crates, numbered for
identification and shipped to the United States. Soon after the shipment arrived, Hearst's financial problems forced
most of his collection to be sold at auction. The massive crates remained in a warehouse in Brooklyn, New York, for 26
years. One year after Hearst’s' death in 1952, they were purchased by two entrepreneurs for use as a tourist attraction.
It took 19 months and the equivalent of nearly 520 million dollars (in today’s currency) to put the Monastery back
together. In 1953 Time magazine called it “the biggest jigsaw puzzle in history.”

In 1964, Colonel Robert Pentland, Jr, who was a multimillionaire banker, philanthropist and benefactor of many Episcopal
churches, purchased the Cloisters and presented them to the Bishop of Florida. Today the parish Church of St. Bernard de
Clairvaux is an active and growing congregation in the Episcopal Diocese of Southeast Florida. Services are held on
Sundays and weekdays in both English and Spanish.” <spanishmonastery.com/history>

This photo program visits this fascinating, beautifully kept and peaceful place.
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The Ancient Spanish
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Spanish Hegrse

This horse-drawn wagon was used in the sarly 1600's as a ‘caisson’ or
‘hearse’ to take the dead from the Church to the cemetery for burial.

Note the ornate spindles which held
laced ropes to allow the body to slide

©n and off the caisson.

In the seventeenth century the common |,
man and woman were- usually buried in
an unmarked grave and without a coffin

ly perhaps wrapped in a shroud
composed of woolen material if one
could be afforded.

When a coffin was used for the poor it | § £

was only for the of -

the corpse from the house where the death took place to * 1. Jjraveside. There
the body would be removed and placed in the grave, & 2d only by the
shroud or winding sheet.
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e oted for worm damage and flaking Wte Cain o e { Nl TR
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vonerted for his holiness. He wears a milre and
throe layers of vestments. The outermost robe is @
1ed poncho, or chasuble, omamented with a large
cross on {he front which bears traces of yellow

entire herds.

Many Missals, Bibles, and Psallers of the XI” century
ware written in this fine. bald Revived Carolinglan script.
In the absence of minjatures and decoration, it is difficult

paint. A white gown, or alb, lies beneath and is
embelished with a horizontal band to which &
inged border has been attached, There s one final
fown, a cassock, beneath the white vestment,

lo assign a manuscript o a particular country, Same of
the leffers in this book, however, have been carefully
compared with those known to have been ordered in
Spain in 1189 A.D. by a certain Abbot Guiterius. It is

Which raches 1 the saints feet,

The figure stands transfixed ang jockeq into a

ookl ose with very
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possible that this hymnarium was writlen in the same
monastery. However, because of the uniformity. of all
scripts i the early period, many Spanish and French
manuscripts present close similarities in the style of
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Sources: https://www.spanishmonastery.com/history, https://www.miamiandbeaches.com/things-to-do/detail/an
monastery/cfd05f09-2254-4ac3-b1c3-8303ea5c685a, https://www.wdl.org/en/item/11544/,
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/venues/museum/ancient-spanish-monastery/,
https://travel.usnews.com/Miami_Beach_FL/Things_To_Do/Ancient_Spanish_Monastery_ 63230/, https://www.florida-backroads-travel.com/the-
ancient-spanish-monastery.html and https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/florida/monastery-hidden-near-the-ocean-fl/.
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