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Calusa — Spaniards — Seminole Wars

This photo program focuses on the Collier Museum, 3331 Tamiami Trail East, Naples, Florida history about the Calusa,
Spanish Conquistadors, and the Seminole Indians culture and the wars between the U.S Government and Seminole Indians.

The Calusa and Spaniards
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Canturiea bafora Columbus sel foot In the Americas, & powariul
and highiy-developed Indian cviization wes Nourishing along the
Islands and grassy marshes of Southwast Florida's Gull coast.

Oneo numberlng u*i;mu 10,000 pople, hese iect
descandl of Flore's aary mastodon huntars wire lvan
ha name Caluse by th frs Spanish axplorers -  natlve
word fhey undersiond fo o ‘st and warke” pople.

By the beginning of the 186h Cantury, the Galusa conlrolled

the southarn half ofFiorida fom the Gul of Mexica 1o Lake
Okaschobee and 1he Atlnll coasL, Ths vas! emplre
dominated some 50 towns and villages and strelched
Inland through the Everglades for hundreds of miles,

JUAN PONCE DE LEON
Digcoverer of Florida

Cotumbus, Juah Ponce e Ladn is crediled

European expadilien 18 Florids in 1511

Spanish slave huniars 00 VRLnown Banes &l
raached Fioridy's sheres before him. bul lafl tha

i

Attracied by the prospect of finding gold and sdveniure
wail from Pusrls Rics in Mareh 1513 and m

somewhere along the Allantic coust neat pr

M mamed his new discovery La Florida (fh

of Easter Weel

During tha next several months, Ponce's 1

around the tip of Fiorida, explering the Gu

Charlotis Harber and charting e Gulf Str

Tortugai fo the banafil . Local hists
il Ponca may have put Romana of #l
Matca Inland o resupply

Minough mat by hautile Indi
with 200 natthors in 1521 an

Gulf coast

Ha retraatad 16 Cuba and died from infection 8 shori lime lalst
ol tha g of 81

PEDRO MENENDEZ DE AVILES
Conqueror of Floride

ARQUEBUS BARREL c.1550

The single-shot matchiock mu
of the day and usually led the
took 200 arquebusiers

skel or arquadus was the most comman firearm

*d Ihe main Spanish strike force, Pedrg Menéndez
with him on his first visit to the Calusa Indians in 1568,
Weighing up to 30 pounds, the com;

plicated and clu
separale steps o load and fire and My Weapon required 28

had to be supported and ai
émked resl. An arquebus could shoot a two-ounce lead ball w':t' 'Il;ﬂn]‘lm
£ :r::l::f;r an: ﬂ:clr priming powder were carried in flasks the lead shol ll.
ouch. Alength of slow-burning cord or sow l
Lo gnite the powder and fire the weg| Sprioplcticlid
pon. Even the most skilled arquebusi
were somelimes altacked before they could bty
get their matches Iit or blew
themselves up when the glowing ends of their cords got too near their powder
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THE CONQUISTALORS

Ve balle-hardenad Spaniah saldiers who volunteared lo carry oul the cong i of La Flrried
it olent, adventurous men who saw gold and silver as (ha key lo thelr draams

Drawn 'rom the finost and best aquipped army in tho world, Spain's conquisiedors were
armed with razor-shatp Toledo-steel swards and daggers, matal breastplzigs and heimels,
cannon, ercsshaws and firearms, Some expeditions included armored kAlghls on hatsebiek
and llerca dearhounds thal were trelned Lo track and Kill Indians.

‘Tha wartior elite of Eurape, these prolessional soldlers of farlung wate renawnad fof their
fighting skils and courage, Iheir greed and arrogance, and Iheir murderous lreatment of
Flarida's nave puopls,

Loted on by the gitier o Indian treasure and always rastless for ackion, B canquistador
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The Seminoles
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;l:'lr'\e I?:ir!:t Seminole were a mixture of
FI::"E Indians who began migrating 1o
ida in the early 1700s 1o escape the

expansion of whj f :
SO A il ite settlement in Geargia

Moving southward in smali bands, th
o akaway groups of Oconee, 'rd:ma:ﬁ
CHr_nassee. Sawoklj, Apalaches, Miccosukee,
a nahp. Eufaula, Apalachicola, Tallahasses
Htl‘.{hltf, :fuchi and other Creek peines..
joined with free blacks, escaped African
shrﬂand rg;:pgees from other tribes to

new identity in Spanish-

Florida known as tfi':e Semnﬂhcmtruﬂed

The name Serninole is derived from the
Spanish ward cimarron, meaning wild
one or runaway. In the Creek Muskogee
language this became simanoli, for
separate or free men, to indicate that
they were people who had left their oid
ways, their lands, and their kinfolk in the
Creek Confederation. The British later
translated this into Seminocle and applied
it to all of Florida's Native Americans.

Together with the Choctaw, Chickasaw,
Creek and Cherokee, the Seminole formed
part of what whites called the “Five
Civilized Tribes" of Southeast Indians.

The Seminale were not a coheslve tribe

or nation, but a loose alliance of many
diverse and different peoples Sl:lm:
groups spoke the Muskogee languag®,
while others were Hit:h_itu-_speak:_rég.
Some supported the spanish in Florida,
others the British. Each band lived in l"]f
separate village and governed itse I|
independently with no central politica
or military leader to hold the groups
together, Their only common bond was
the Creek culture which they either
adopted or carried with them 10 Florida.

Between 1740 and 1820, the diverse
groups of Seminale Indians established
scattered farming communities across
the northern part of the peninsula,
gradually resettling lands left vacant by
the extinction of Florida's original tribes.
By the time the United States acquired
Florida from Spain in 1821, an estimated
5,000 Seminole were living in the territory
in over 25 separatetowns and villages.

The largest Seminole towns included

wood-frame cabins, cornfields, vegetable

gardens, herds of cattle and horses, and

a population of several hundred people.
Operating under the Creek form of
government, each town decided its own
affairs and elected its own micco or chief,
who usually held the office for life. Other
town council officials included the vice-
chief or micco apokta, the ceremonial

Alabama

MAP OF
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)
Georgia e :

leaders or heniha wha supervised the

Black Drink ritual, and a war leader or

tustenuggee who recruited the town's

fighting forces. A man's standing in the

village usually depended on his bravery
in battle and an especially couragecus
warrior could earn the title hadjo or
fixico. The leader of a successful war
party was honored with the designation
emathia,

Seminple War fo ; s
in Colller County




The Seminole Wars (Also known as the Florida Wars)

“After the American Revolution (1776-1783), Spain regained control of Florida from Britain as part of the Treaty of Paris. When the
British evacuated Florida, Spanish colonists as well as settlers from the newly formed United States came pouring in. Many of these
new residents were lured by favorable Spanish terms for acquiring property, called land grants. Even Seminoles were encouraged to
set up farms, because they provided a buffer between Spanish Florida and the United States. Escaped slaves also entered Florida,
trying to reach a place where their U.S. masters had no authority over them. Instead of becoming more Spanish, Florida increasingly
became more ‘American.’”” <dos.myflorida.com> <legendsofamerica.com>

The First Seminole War “Back when Britain controlled Florida, the British often incited Seminoles against American settlers who
were migrating south into Seminole territory. These old conflicts, combined with the safe-haven Seminoles provided black slaves,
caused the U.S. army to attack the tribe in the First Seminole War (1817-1818), which took place in Florida and southern Georgia.
Forces under Gen. Andrew Jackson invaded Spanish Florida, attacked several key locations, and pushed the Seminoles farther south
into Florida.” <dos.myflorida.com>

“In 1819 Florida was sold by the Spanish to the United States. There were about 5,000 Seminole Indians who claimed Florida’s 32
million acres of land as their own. In 1823 under the treaty of Moultrie Creek, they gave up their claim which resulted in reducing
their land to 4 million acres, with no access to their cultivated lands, game, and either ocean. Then President Jackson in 1830 signed
the Indian Removal Act requiring the relocation of the Seminoles to Oklahoma.” <seminolecountyfl.gov>

Osceola, a young Seminole leader organized opposition to the relocation. <seminolecountyfl.gov>

Second Seminole Indian War “began on December 28, 1935, when Osceola and a band of warriors killed the
Indian Agent and four other whites at Fort King.” <seminolecountyfl.gov>

“Between 1835 and 1842, almost 3,000 Seminoles were removed to Oklahoma. For every two Indians removed,
one American soldier died. The Second Seminole War was the bloodiest and longest in United States history. In
1842, the U.S. government withdrew, and the Seminole Indians never signed a peace treaty.”

Chief Billy Bowlegs lead an attack in December 1855 beginning the...”
Third Seminole War “This was done in protest of the U.S. government sending patrols into Seminole territory.
Some negotiations ended with a treaty being signed giving Seminoles land in Oklahoma. The Florida Seminoles
crept quietly deep into the Everglades. Their descendants over the years have fought the good fight and have
prospered by teaching the old ways, providing for their young and old, preserving their heritage through
education, museumes, trusts, and holdings.” <seminolecountyfl.gov>
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“An estimated 200 Seminole still refused to leave and retreated deep into the Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp to
live on land that was unwanted by white settlers. Since the war was officially over and the remaining Seminole carefully
avoided contact with settlers, the government sent the militia home. It reassigned most of the regular Army troops,
leaving only small contingents in larger coastal forts such as Fort Brooke. Most of the smaller forts scattered across the
Florida wilderness were decommissioned and soon stripped by settlers of any usable material. In the 1940s, the
Seminole who remained in Florida began to move to reservations and establish official tribal governments. There are
several official Seminole Tribes in Florida today.” <legendsofamerica.com>
This is a four-part series:
Part 1 Overview of Collier County Museums Part 2 The Calusa — Spaniards — Seminole Wars
Part 3 The Trail Blazers and Builders Part 4. Tour of the Naples Collier Museum Grounds

Go to acuri.net — USA - Florida to see the programs under Naples, Florida
Sources: Collier County Guide to Historic Sites booklet, https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/advisory-boards-and-authorities/historical-archaeological-
preservation-board, https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/leisure-services/parks-recreation/museum-of-seminole-county-history/about-the-
museum-of-seminole-county-hi/museum-resources-historical-informatio/seminole-indian-wars.stml, https://dos.myflorida.com/florida-facts/florida-
history/seminole-history/the-seminole-wars/, and https://www.legendsofamerica.com/seminole-wars/.
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