
Fort Myers, Florida: Edison-Ford Homes - Part 2 
Visitors to the Edison and Ford Winter Estates in Fort Myers can only appreciate the massive 

restoration that began in 2003, after years of minimal maintenance under the city’s ownership. A ten-
million-dollar initial fundraiser was undertaken to create a multiyear restoration project plan for the 
estates. <gulfshorelife.com> 

“A non-profit corporation, the Thomas Edison & Henry Ford Estates, Inc. governs and manages 
both the Edison and Ford estates for the City of Fort Myers which has owned the Edison property since 

1947 and the Ford property since 1988. These original historic properties consist of 18 acres containing botanical gardens and 19 
buildings. The corporation is designated as a 501(3) non-profit charitable educational organization. The properties are listed on the 
National Historic Register, the Historic Florida Landmark, the National Chemical Landmark, and an original Save America’s Treasures 
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.” <edisonfordwinterestates.org> 
Edison’s Arrival 

“Thomas Edison purchased 13.5 acres of waterfront property in 1885 while seeking an escape from the harsh New Jersey 
winters. Lumber mills weren’t yet available in Fort Myers, so blueprints, based on his own sketches, were sent to a contractor in 
Maine. Structural larch panels were sent down on a schooner to be assembled on-site. The two original Craftsman-style homes were 
each about 3,000 square feet, with high pitched roofs and wraparound porches.”  
Ford’s Arrival 

“In 1914, Henry and Clara Ford, along with their son Edsel, visited Fort Myers at the invitation of Thomas Edison. They 
enjoyed the visit so much that two years later, Ford purchased the home adjacent to the Edison Winter Estate. The two-story 
riverfront home was built in the Craftsman architectural style. The Ford’s sold The Mangoes in 1945 to a private family who then 
sold the estate to the City of Fort Myers in the late 1980s. The Ford Winter Estate was opened to the public in 1990.” 
<edistonfordestates.org> 
What is a Craftsman Home? 

“If late-19th century Victorian homes were built to show off the advances of American 
manufacturing and the innovation of industry (with their over-the-top details in every direction), 
then the Craftsman movement that followed was a direct counter response to that, emphasizing 
hand-worked goods and buildings over the mass-produced. At the turn of the 20th century, the 
American Craftsman architectural movement spun out of the British Arts and Crafts movement, a 
similar response to the Industrial Revolution in Europe, which proponents felt devalued human 
labor. <housebeautiful.com> 
” Craftsman homes emphasize horizontal lines and showcase natural materials, originality of design 
and the visibility of handicraft. The common features of the Craftsman style include low-pitched 
gable (triangular) roofs, overhanging eaves with exposed rafters and beams, heavy, tapered 
columns, patterned windowpanes, and a covered front porch. <khov.com> 

This photo program give you glimpse of the Edison and Ford homes.  We were not allowed inside, but our guide provided 
an excellent description of what the interior was all about and its historical use.  
Thomas Alva and Clara Bryant Edison’s Home:  A Historical Perspective 
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Edison’s Main House 

   

   

   

   
Ford’s House 

   



   

   

   
Henry Ford 
“Anyone who stops learning is old, 
whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone 
who keeps learning stays young.” 
 
“My best friend is the one who brings 
out the best in me.” 
 
“The only real mistake is the one 
from which we learn nothing.” 
<goodreads.com> 

 

Thomas Alva Edison 
“One might think that the money 
value of an invention constitutes 
its reward to the man who loves 
his work. But speaking for myself, 
I can honestly say this is not so…I 
continue to find my greatest 
pleasure, and so my reward, in 
the work that precedes what the 
world calls success.” 
<thomasedison.org> 
 

Edison-Ford Winter Estates: Part 1-Overview; Part 3-Botanicals/Ford’s Automobiles; Part 4 Museum; Part 5 Edison’s Laboratory 

Sources: https://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/, https://www.publicgardens.org/about-public-gardens/gardens/edison-and-ford-winter-
estates, https://www.gulfshorelife.com/2020/10/08/retrospective-edison-and-ford-winter-estates/, https://www.housebeautiful.com/design-
inspiration/a25227127/craftsman-style-houses/,  https://www.khov.com/blog/what-is-a-craftsman-style-house/, 
https://www.visitfortmyers.com/listing/edison-and-ford-winter-estates/39817, https://www.tclf.org/landscapes/edison-and-ford-winter-
estateshttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edison_and_Ford_Winter_Estates, https://www.thomasedison.org/the-edison-family, 
https://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/visit/tickets-tours/,  https://www.thisismysouth.com/visiting-edison-ford-winter-estates/, 
https://www.keywestexpress.net/prepare-and-go/fort-myers-beach-activities/edison-ford-winter-estates, 
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/203714.Henry_Ford,  and https://localwiki.org/fortmyersfl/Edison_and_Ford_Winter_Estates. 
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