
South Florida Railroad Museum  
Note: The museum was closed when we first visited it. 
A brief overview was put on acuri.net-Florida and specifically 
on South Florida’s railroad museum.  
This photo program focuses on the railroad museum. It also includes 
six other photo programs from our experience at the museum. 
They are Army Hospital Car, California Zephyr, Ferdinand Magellan, Jim Crow Era, Naval Air Station, and Railroad Appliances.  
Location:  Zoo Miami Entrance 12450 SW 152nd St. Miami, FL 33177-1402 (305)253-0063 
History of Gold Coast Railroad Museum (GCRM) 

 The museum’s beginnings are attributed to a student at the University of Miami in 1956, who presented an idea to the 
University’s President who was a railroad fan. The land was at the University’s south campus. The land in question was a former 
WWII blimp airship Naval Air Station Richmond in Dade County. The result was the beginning of the Gold Coast Railroad Museum. 
Several organizations besides the University of Miami became partners in developing the museum. Since 1957, the GCRM went 
through several changes during its history. 
 You are encouraged to go to: https://www.goldcoastrailroadmuseum.org/about-gcrm learn about the museum’s 
development, including the 1960’s when the C.I.A. wanted the former air station as ‘listening post’. It also details the closing of the 
Fort Lauderdale Museum due to interstate highway construction in 1983. 
 The Miami Railroad Historical Society was created in 1957 under the University of Miami’s purview. The Society named the 
museum operations the ‘Gold Coast Railroad’. The museum opened to the public and in 1961 the train called the ‘Gold Coast Special’ 
was run with passengers. Many interesting educational trains and train cars were added, including the history of the air station and 
specifics about many railroad operations, railroad cars and trains. 
 The Gold Coast Railroad Museum is one of three official railroad museums in Florida. In 1982 it 
received its statutory recognition from the Florida Legislature. Several hurricanes have caused much damage to 
the museum. In 1988, the museum was officially named the Gold Coast Railroad Museum, Inc. to reflect its 
educational goals. With the expansion of the MetroZoo, the local community highly approved of the changes. 
The museum holds 40 different types of railroad memorabilia including special cars, locomotive, freight cars, 
and other associate rail cars and equipment. 
   

  
In 1992 Hurricane Andrew caused millions of dollars of damage to GCRM. The shed roofs fell. Below are the rebuilt sheds. 

  

https://www.acuri.net/florida
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGoldCoastRR-MilitaryMuseum.pdf?Expires=1640374223&Signature=cxQ0oi5gnQ0IalqpZoHrZaJzrSe0a5VWhyqAp7c3yxjLCVf5HSJGBVAeyIl%7EZFPe6Al%7Eak7rnbAFOLQB8POS4pQwq2mfdVLqTRqgGfXDK2mi60OJNLCvUwkMCZkZqGycQtUK-D%7E8DeiWamXvQZ0H4%7E5VAyZkg-LM9MjGV11yDdslK-bj5W4EL1X1u53mdvaTGoGz%7ESaaI%7ExFMvGfg-5wH-RAES7n7IWjug9wKzaO5gkUlBbPjJVVNgZQLcvqc2GQe6TTCzzuEirEiyMFYMl9V987QV58-g2STtA02mg9E%7EBkXcfUq0D9dddeSCSJnPQP4cL1xoWlFh7tnlHpQUqZpA__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMArmyHospitalUnitCar.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=SV60gAG6Jr1QykPtxx0vU2t9w447LlO%7EY%7E38AcARcHTBs4bDaa3UIwy-c4vBCWF%7EGzpKsD%7E7gaj4m%7EcxUdb5zXxSZAdshFyvoQbJHxcQUAJUMJugkjOzHrNg9JrMgLossl5Ks9eNZcqTN6MZPsAMYvQft0dKcgia-GnFEE8kEJCVD3rkmGt6SvT-jpSKqMg4tTq2WNg6pWyqYOjyioC3gmAPIOb9U0Z0P3SiqK04IsWtE-Nf6hqd96ZzZgzCwAWjqW9ptrP-QEhtjPKwzOmKjtC91%7EAT45MulYYnTFSWdZ86WAFxu7HE58KJZiBeqGmG9QD8-wf5F02A9pn83j8oUg__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMCaliforniaZephyr.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=G1tatTTGKaiSHUd2AAiG7bvvLwDtAwh6UGEJ6Fkdw8NhqI572GOCYtdz5%7EkHXwXebj8A%7EN2o6x5AAJL6xVByAOnr2guUB3ePotolEnTfAQd4XlntI6HcUgb8oo11XzK1Gdxll51TkdJyLWHEeatwLXhP1J08edboqyb2ulFBc8KjikSYROsHzSlaSfwuVVWG6EU3vIU0gfRHe5cDwloc-7OGussI0ksVM8RFBYmACrrBe1cVLrZslfqo93ihcTqu%7EIR87LYLjCv1ei%7EjX9DgEk2xF2ljKs1msZsnWEZ521FghmN-THucD9dBH1nnIjjg0M0OZ-9TdOv2uO%7E6U8uZRA__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMFerdinandMagellan.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=Z0bFRhJgrOrvoXnnMWnI3re-8JI57d6fQO3o2dTHZZQsKgrHizo6Su2AJhrV%7EaWCl76KAF3Z2kF3KF55voE%7ERmxROUWdjuQ8oa2heallfVgg5Fu-5AYsCpohbouCn%7EJIOSfWIIdelg7nVFGldb8A66%7EI0N5wffQxEdHHm%7EczxknZK%7EA-ZcJv2-QNwvEpFAxBbQ%7EpXO5YIAiTM1z7pmKc4q7YHnJQLh7VU4oCOSUJ6jBSdiANg53ycC0bYQYwMU6WhbMPeqpZ%7EoWRNF8A8s03166v0v6zDV8hWSZPkpL4yHSiruSE4Q0W%7EklIG0aDl064OqX8I6rYdS5exSYcpQMjxw__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMFJimCrowEra.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=OSqtqAV2IV9j6mkr-%7EoFQ-LWFZGy2jTjMt9J%7EvzFX7-GbKjtU2VGbdh9VrMLPWrUUQEK2fb%7E-NabM7Vy24V785nOWLN1ezfmwz8EFg1xVZCA7JbSLro-abSzeCRS0DnPmum%7EjcdN3ZuDpHzxbYOyAEuWxcJ8qjmuCgRfpWpNWbJSydUEGslt3YS3V1A38NmMeiLylIaPetsr1vKB8iQ8NNiHMZcDkH1KxFcRfXUUwcDKKZcsjeN05u8EQm5I2lSaHmdHlTeHY6A8xKOxmz3SaZ0Uh8mgHUjD0suoKY1vSjMxJxq9uUtJHSwOIW32vhfYl0kmcuBrn1NUM%7E5qHHZgqw__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMAirStation.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=Ao3AObJ8twAGziBzVeOQlFJ8pivguvhcID5Ror1sUx-yYCJBUCYt1GUm6VtpLozpMIv1ZYdcGLfl%7EL9Xa7XW0gj0GuostGz8cXpGSRfHRiq6NUHNBeVAq0F2HsE7IvT--ROTEc-x1AVTQlWF%7ERnYP7o%7E3gsQ3uz7sZd%7E-A8iD8v3v82PEl-WE0WFyDIWy4ZfDAEG1DIPPFGVciUU0nRi0w2D%7E1qYlmRFJhGmuB-dnOd9v1MxvdFIiGWANsLr8QB13RIVC6de%7EF2oONYj0h6IpPXdD-a19j6kyFefg1NNaVMhL-%7Ek2%7EGleD1Lnj6tGh9kk-GkrtDMllsT5zxf%7E80JKQ__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://cdn.website-editor.net/s/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FLGCRMAppliances.pdf?Expires=1641383886&Signature=bsPBlcOUes3etQ2cw4sdWIOHE3OaCwSkDG2IbInw51YiZurqiRTv--b3pZSR56AoZmHtpgryRJYUmXxI4fkEn8c80bzt-V2WsesIpqEuLTXo7HynhSl4%7EWrDfwekhTvszcmLRiAKHt3w%7EomhQZIEN0pcculhCakACpzjAAoW98vov5TOgk5-b9Rv%7EQn7bFDdTUAhnyFDJffMa9rEOz%7EcgSDS4GnEmbjvvgKA2HPHWNUmDv0TzC3gX3MOksVWi%7E02ODb7zPM0kDzVawKUUX4goOXvYlqO1rYLLn92Zoy%7E7rVrjRVvMwA-qIf2kCSx6zeqoL46POSj-eHlsj-jknAXZw__&Key-Pair-Id=K2NXBXLF010TJW
https://www.goldcoastrailroadmuseum.org/about-gcrm


  

  

  

  
Prior to 2017, at the entrance of the museum there used to be the caboose below.  

  



The caboose was destroyed in 2017 by Hurricane Irma. According to Alex, Executive Director, the roof was blown off and to 
prevent any accidents from people crossing the fence in a public area, GCRM dismantled it. Another hurricane loss. 

  

  
Museum’s Railroad Historical Artifacts inside the sheds and outside 

  

  

 



  

  

 
Railroad trains and cars inside the shed 

NOTE: The President’s Car ‘Ferdinand Magellan’ and the ‘California Zephyr’ are on Florida acuri.net photo programs. 

  

https://www.acuri.net/florida


  

  

  

  



  

  
Sources: https://www.goldcoastrailroadmuseum.org/about-gcrm, http://www.rgusrail.com/flgcrm.html, 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/venues/museum/gold-coast-railroad-museum/, https://fecrwy.com/, 
 https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/35837, https://www.americanheritage.com/content/gold-coast-railroad-museum, 
https://www.thejaxsonmag.com/article/visiting-the-gold-coast-railroad-museum/, https://www.miamidade.gov/global/transportation/home.page, 
https://www.miamiandbeaches.com/thing-to-do/arts-culture/gold-coast-railroad-museum/2719, https://www.goldcoastrailroadmuseum.org/our-
railcars,  https://www.directac123.com/blog/p.161130028/10-most-extreme-weather-events-in-south-floridas-history/,  and 
http://www.doyouseedeadpeople.org/149/Gold-Coast-Railroad-Museum-Miami-FL.html. 
 
This educational museum has enabled acuri.net to develop seven photo programs from our visit. They are found on acuri.net-
Florida: GoldCoastRRMuseum (this article); GCRMArmyHospitalCar; GCRMCaliforniaZephyr; GCRMFerdinandMagellan; 
GCRMJimCrowEra; GCRMNavalAirStation; and GCRMRRappliances.     
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