
Naples, Florida 
Naples Train Depot 

 Naples is a city in Southwest Florida. It is located Collier County along the Gulf of Mexico. It’s population 
numbers over twenty thousand people. Naples was established in 1886. Naples is 109 miles from Fort Lauderdale, 127 
miles from Miami, 152 miles from St. Petersburg, 205 miles from Orlando, 357miles from Jacksonville, and 434 miles 
from Tallahassee, Florida. 
Native Peoples in Southwest Florida 
 Earliest human contact in the region was about 10,000 years according to archaeological evidence. The Calusa 
Indians, also known as the “Shell Indians,” (shell collectors) lived and sailed along the coast of Florida. Calusa means 
“fierce people.” During the 1500s the Spanish explorers did not find the Calusa friendly. Archaeologists found Calusa 
mounds filled with shell tools, weapons, and other artifacts. Their major waterway away from the ocean was the 
Caloosahatchee River which means “River of the Calusa.” The tribe’s demise came during the 1700s. This was due to 
fighting enemy tribes and diseases transmitted by Spanish and French explorers. In 1763, the Spanish turned Florida 
over to the British. <fcit.usf.edu> 

Establishing Naples 
“In the late 1800s, during U.S. surveys of Southwest Florida, a senator from Louisville, General John S. 
Williams, was spellbound by descriptions of the area and planned to visit Southwest Florida, buy land 
and develop a city. 
He recruited Walter Haldeman, the owner of the Louisville Courier Journal newspaper, for 
the expedition. In 1885, the men chartered a boat and sailed down the coast looking for a 
piece of mainland where they could establish their city. As they sailed by the location of 
present-day Naples, they noticed the miles of beaches, and when they discovered a bay 
just behind the beach, they thought they had found paradise. 
The Naples Town Improvement Company was founded in the autumn of 1886 to 
establish a town named Naples, reminiscent of the Italian peninsula, and develop it as a 
winter retreat.” 
<paradisecoast.com> 

 By 1889, the Naples Town Improvement Company built a hotel and homes on the 
beach. Financial problems caused the company to be sold at an auction in 1890. Walter 
Haldeman was the winning bidder. People during that period came to Naples by a steamship 
called “Fearless.” Haldeman promoted Naples, but then sold it to Ed Crayton, a wealthy land 
developer from St. Petersburg, Florida. The growth of Naples saw many improvements during 
his tenure. Crayton died in 1938. His wife, Lindsey, controlled the estate until her death in the 
1950s. 

“While Haldeman and Lindsey Crayton developed Naples, Barron Collier, a self-made 
advertising millionaire, also made several investments in Naples FL in the early 1900s. At that time, 



there wasn’t a connecting road from the east coast of Florida to the southwest coast and the state of 
Florida didn’t have the funds to cover the construction. Barron Collier stepped in to finance the project 
and, in 1923, construction began on Tamiami Trail. As a thank you for his willingness to fund the road, 
the state of Florida carved out Collier County from the south end of Lee County. Tamiami Trail would 
take 13 years, $8 million dollars, and some help from Ed and Lindsey Crayton to build, but it opened 
Naples FL and the rest of Southwest Florida to the many people that would later discover our paradise 
coast. Barron Collier also brought paved roads, telegraphs, and new businesses to the area.” 
<blog.mediterranaples.com> 

Growth issues that impacted Naples, Florida  
 Naples experienced both positive and negative issues during its development. Positive aspects included electric 

power in 1926, the rail service in 1927, and the completion of Tamiami Trail in 1928 (U.S. Route 41) and later Alligator 
Alley in 1968 (I-75). Conversely negative issues also affected Naples development. Two were the 1929 stock market 
crash and World War II.  The Tamiami Trail helped Naples develop the region’s agricultural and resort capabilities. 
<paradisecoast.com> 
 This photo program displays some scenes taken during our visit to the Naples Depot Museum at 1051 Fifth 
Avenue South Street. It also includes a YouTube train display inside the museum. Other photos include those taken 
during a Trolly Ride and stop at Tin City. 

Seminole Indians in Naples area 
“Historical records indicate that fewer than 200 Seminoles remained hidden in the Everglades and Big Cypress region of Florida at 
the end of the Seminole wars in 1858. The rest had been killed or captured or had surrendered, and those in federal custody were 
shipped off to Oklahoma.” <naples.floridaweekly.com>  

  

 

 For Seminole history see: 
http://www.stofthpo.com/History-Seminole-Tribe-FL-Tribal-Historic-
Preservation-Office.html 
https://dos.myflorida.com/florida-facts/florida-history/seminole-history/ 
https://www.semtribe.com/stof/history/timeline 
 
 

http://www.stofthpo.com/History-Seminole-Tribe-FL-Tribal-Historic-Preservation-Office.html
http://www.stofthpo.com/History-Seminole-Tribe-FL-Tribal-Historic-Preservation-Office.html
https://dos.myflorida.com/florida-facts/florida-history/seminole-history/
https://www.semtribe.com/stof/history/timeline


  
Naples 1880s – 1920s 

  

 

 

 

  



The Train Depot 

  

 

 
 



Hear and watch a steam engine come into the train station. Click here or either photos below. 
The Orange Blossom 
Special, named after the 
citrus it carried, served 
Naples beginning in 
January of 1927. 
The last train was in April 
of 1971.  The depot was to 
be demolished, but locals 
helped preserve the 
historic property.  
Today it is part of the 
Collier Museum centers.  

Sport and Commercial Fishing was an important part of Naples’ economy…before refrigeration, salt cured & drying were used to 
preserve them for market and general use. Shrimp, mullet, kingfish, mackerel, bluefish, & other ocean fish were caught. In 1995, 
Florida banned gill netting. <NaplesDepotMuseumSignage> 

 

Captain Charles Stewart 
used the Bon Temps 
(Fair Weather) boat 
during the winter 
(1905-1919) to 
transport guests, cargo, 
and the mail between 
Fort Myers (43 miles by 
land) from Naples. The 
trip would take a day or 
more. Stewart was the 
postmaster/caretaker 
of Haldeman cottages.  
<NaplesDepotMuseumSignage> 

The Naples Pier   Built in 1889, with a 1,000-foot walkway it is the city’s popular fishing spot.                       

     
Since its construction it has experienced six major hurricanes including fire, reconstruction is something locals expect for the iconic historic pier. 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jhbyuVSks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jhbyuVSks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jhbyuVSks


Transportation & Tourism 

  

 
 

 

  

For more information about Alligator Alley go to acuri.net         
“Alligator Alley” in Florida section 

https://www.acuri.net/florida
https://www.acuri.net/florida
https://www.acuri.net/florida


 
 

 
 

Sources: https://colliermuseums.com/locations/naples-depot-museum, http://floridahistory.org/naples.htm, https://www.tincityofnaples.com/history,  
https://www.paradisecoast.com/article/quick-history-naples-the-paradise-coast, https://fcit.usf.edu/florida/lessons/calusa/calusa1.htm, 
https://www.calusalandtrust.org/who-were-the-calusa-, https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/257366, https://naples.floridaweekly.com/articles/part-1-
delving-into-the-seminole-indians-story/,  https://www.royalshell.com/best-vacations/things-to-do/history-of-the-naples-pier/, 
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/naples-depot, https://www.coastalbreezenews.com/opinion/columnists/the-calusa-tribe/article_632abfd4-24c4-5029-bbfe-
4787088a20b5.html, https://naples.floridaweekly.com/articles/the-old-naples-historic-district-has-a-history-of-its-own/, https://themihs.info/calusa-period/, 
https://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/exhibits/permanent-exhibits/world-war-ii/historical-sites/southwest-listing/collier-county-museum/,  
https://www.royalshell.com/best-vacations/things-to-do/history-of-naples-florida-and-the-surrounding-areas/, https://www.naples-florida.com/hiscul.htm, 
https://www.naples-florida.com/hiscul.htm, https://www.yhmagazine.com/blog-1/2018/8/9/our-hometown-narrative-a-history-of-naples, 
https://napleshistoricalsociety.org/, https://www.divinenaples.com/a-brief-history-of-naples-florida/, http://www.world-guides.com/north-
america/usa/florida/naples/naples_fl_history.html, https://blog.mediterranaples.com/the-winter-retreat-history-of-naples-fl.\, https://colliermuseums.com/, 
 and https://www.naplesfloridatravelguide.com/blog/museums-in-naples-florida. 
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