Floyd L. and Jane Wray established Flamingo Gardens in 1927. It is one of the oldest botanical gardens in South
Florida. Today’s not-for-profit establishment has over 90 species of Florida native birds and animals. Some of the birds
are permanently injured or non-releasable. It also has 20 “Champion” trees, over 250 wading birds—representing 45
species, an insect gallery, and various types of flowers. The Wildlife Encounter Show offers a personalization of Florida’s
native wildlife.

Photographing animals, whether in captivity or in the wild is not an easy task. For instance, National Geographic’s
“Fundamentals of Photography” includes 24, 30-minute lectures on the basics of taking better pictures. This photo program shares a
few of my flora and fauna photos as an overview of what you can see at Flamingo Gardens Botanical Collection and Wildlife Sanctuary.

The interesting part of the experience are the various posted topics throughout the Gardens that include short and concise
information to make your experience more educational. The internet includes many more photographs taken by people at Flamingo
Gardens. Weather, time-of-day, and other factors can make or break a “good” photograph. On the day of our visit, it was hot and
very humid.

.. AmericaiAlligator

‘There is a pair of American Alligator in this habitat. The *
male is named Elvis and the Female is named Pricilla.
Elvis was confiscated by fish and wildlife when he was
discovered illegally living in someone’s house as a pet.

 Pricilla was rescued from a roadside zoo in New York
where she had been kept in small and inadequate
housing, which stunted her growth.

' There are more than 1.5 million Alligators that call
' Florida Home. Alligators have a rounded snout or beak.
Crocodiles have a pointed beak with teeth that are
exposed. Alligators live strictly in fresh water. ‘
‘ Crococyes will live in fresh, brackish and salt water. \_
S !liaators have 80 teeth whereas Crocodiles have 70. <




Geochelone sulcata
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Physical Description: Alligator Snapping Turtles (Macroclemys temminckii) are the largest freshwater turties. They look very &
primitive and have been called the dinosaur of the turtle worid. They are identified by the three prominent ridges on the upper & A o b get o areas wih igher moisture o
shell (carapace), long muscular tail, and massive head with a hooked beak. Alligator Snapping Turties may weigh up fo 200 || % Tharrpleasant tamperament and large siza have mads
pounds. They are unique among snapping turties for having eyes on the side of the head. The webbed toes are equipped s i has resulted In an over-abundanca of abandoned Al
with large claws. Adults have dark brown heads, legs and shells, but the skin on the neck and other areas may be yellowish 3 . B A Gardens are nectessary b accomodate e

B brown. Males have longer tails than females and are at least twice their weight. ¢

56,5 nof native to Florida, It s speck
lhete

Physical Description! The Alrican Spurved Toroise [Gaochelone sul
n siza only by ina geant sland spacies from Aldabrs and G
-+ and a maximam fecorded weight o 10
golden {o yelow-brown skin, and & brown

itat: s, the Soulh-
Range & Habitat: Aligator Snapping Turtles live in the deep waters of farge rivers, canals, lakes and swamps in
eastem region of the United States. They are confined to the river systems that dra \n_mln‘ the Guif of Mexico. Hatchlings and
juveniles usually live in small streams Aligator snapping turtles spend most of their ime in the water, and generally only
8 nesting females venture on and. However, males have been known to bask.

¥ Lifespan: They can live between 20 and 70 years in caplivity. Adult spappers have no natural predators wzxndnu":g,
who capture them for their meat and shells, and to sell in the exotic animal trade. A severe reduction in mpu bh :u ¥ ; ; - Bl
unregulated harvesting and habitat loss has led states o protect them throughout most of their range, a they . ] w H;D_Mr
a threatened species. - i I
b 1 i ] :Sulalatorokes it
Food Source: The Alligator Snapping Turlle ;) 3 K | ; I :mi:"m Z:‘:;“::Tﬁl“ W[“
is both a scavenger and an active hunter. It A :
lies quietly on the: bottom and opens Its jaws
to reveal a small pink worm -like lure in the
back of its gray mouth. This attracts fish

: |
which it swallows whole. They also eal frogs, P \ e 8 ( ) TR ; ) calcm or b and el devlopmen, ow
snakes, snails, worms, crayfish and other , A vt & {5\, votain, and minimal fitor sugary foods.

turtles too.

Testudines
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Terrapene carolina

Physical Descripiion: Box Turlles are small turtles with dome-shaped shels, The top part of the shal
s called the Carapace. The botiom shellis the Plastron which consists of asingle hinge that helps the
turtie close ifs shell They "box” themselves inside to protect themsalves from predators. The mos!
‘common Box Turtles found n Fiorida are the Florda Bo Turtle (Terrapene caroina baurand) and the
Easlem Box Turta (Temapene caroina caroina). The Flords bax turle s qule diferent i appearance
from the other Subspecies of Temapens camiing; i carapace has a distnc patiem of biight raditing
yoliow stripes that make it casly dentfatie. The Eastem Box Turtle's carapace has a adiatig pattsm
of yellowsh or orangish spofs or biotchas,

The way to tal the difference of sex on most tutes and froises s 1 look a their underside. Malss
have:a concave plashon. longer ai, and larger claws on the back feet 1o aid them during mating
Frestuater turies do not have any visbia external ears, but they have o the " ea” pars. an the S Females have a fat piastron and a shorler tail, The Florda Bos lurte males have red eyes, females
mmrmw?ﬁvm ‘Thiey don hear airbarme sounds as wel as other - have yollow eyes
‘armals, but use vibations 1o sense-and interprel whal is happening in their surounding envionment

They also have an excellent sense of vision and smedl Range & Habitat: Box Turtles inhabit primarily open woods. They are usually found on land. but wil

aiso s0ak thamselves in waler for days. Box Turlos hemate under the sol fo ang peniods of ime.

Lifesgaan: Frestwater fues can bve fo magy yaars, some for more han one hundred years! Howeve,
human over-development, water polltion, and introducion of Invasive species are threatening the future b Lifespan: The average ife span of an adult Box Turtle is 50 years, although a significsnt propotion e
sunvvalof Fiorda's fats lurtie speces. Red-eared siders wers inroduced hrough the pet trade and ] 1o aver 100 years. The Box Turlo can prolect lsel Irom predaion by Hiding, cosing it shek, and
have estabished large popuiations which compels wih indigenous popuiations fo food, nteduce 1 ‘biting. The risk of death is greatest in small animals due to their size and weaker carapace and plaston.
@isease, an broed with naive species = Vitdo he sl cf 0l b il ko frchewd, b ko bl b s

. attacks and il or pecking. Common predators are mammais fike minks, skunks,
Food Source: Some turtles are omnvores and eat plants and animas, others are vegalarians and eat racooons, mﬂf’“ﬂm&m&mmwwm
(orly aquabic plants. Turties have o teat; insisad, ey use Mair sharp besks 1 calch, ou, 10 sice
Hough prey, and sever vegetation b eat
Beavior: ABhough s ke are a-breathing repbes, aqaai: tutles can hokd B brsih o fong
ronoets of i, A bashwater turtes iy 8ggs. on and in holes they have dug: When ths eggs halch
he bady furtes (hatchings) retum o walkr. 1

Food Sourca: Box Tutles are considered omnivorous. They sat i, vegelables, maal, insacts, worms,
‘and small veristraies.

16 hoogery™

A Rookery is & colony of breeding animals,
generally birds. The term is also applied to the
roosting, nesting, or breeding grounds of seabirds|
Safety is an important element of a Rookery. This
- island with its surrounding water creates a safe
haveq for birds to-roost at night; where predators
like raccoans and opossums can not reach'them.

Most birds in this Rookery are descendants of
birds in the Aviary that were released here.

-« These birds are free to come and go as they
please and fly in at night to roost. Hundreds of
birds come here to roost in safety each night’
covering the tree and island. It is not unusual to
see many species roosting in the same Rookery.
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: =4 The Bird of Prey Center opened in 1990 to much fanfare
Opened in 1990, the Everglades Wildlife Sanctuary at as the first exhibition of Flamingo Gardens Everglades
Flamingo Gardens was one of the first of ls kind in South Wildlife Sanctuary. The center gave residence to
Florida giving residence to permanently injured or non- permanently injuredTor non-releasable hawks, owls and
; . | of refurnin other birds of prey. Today.it is one of the largest and
releasable Florida nafive widlife with !he goa e " 9 most inclusive callections of birds of prey in the country.
offspring to the wild, Today it has the distinction of being |
the largest collection of Florida nafive wildlife in the State, A ; it thakust
: ) s i irds of prey, also known as raptors, are birds that huni
with over 9O| ﬂa‘;Vie 59‘30;95 ‘E:“ﬁ::g alllg_afl;:t.ibﬂb@ . invertebrates and vertebrates, including other birds. In
abear, eagles, falcons, hawks, oltersyowis W_'““, 5. '

Omithology the term for "bird of prey” refers to birds that
. have keen vision that allows them to detect prey during flight,

" 1 The Everg\ade§ Wildlife S?ﬂg‘-’afy also strong feet for holding food, and a strong curved beak for

uses the experiences and mSIgh!_s tearing flesh. Most birds of prey also have strong curved

gained through caring for these birds talons. In most cases, the females are larger than the males

and animals to educate the publicabout | Birds of prey include Eagles, Falcons, Hawks, Kites, Ows,

the environment, loss of habitat, and j Ospreys, and Vultures

other problems affecting wildife

resources.
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- Ruby Maca

Ara Macao x Ara chiloropterus

Native to: tropical North and South America

Diet: In the wild, their parents’ species would eat palm
nuts, fruits, seeds, and vegetable matter from the
treetops. In captivity, they should be fed formulated
foods, seeds, nuts, and dried food.

Breeding: The hybridization of macaws is usually due to
the placement of multiple macaw species in the same
enclosure. Breeders may choose to pair different
species to intentionally produce hybrid offspring, or the
parrots themselves may select such a partner due to a
lack of a same species partner. They are often bred for
their “pet quality” and personality traits.
Interesting Facts:

The Ruby Macaw is a hybrid cross between a
Scarlet Macaw and a Green-winged Macaw.
Fathers have the dominant gene, so this will
generally influence the offspring’s coloration.
Hybridization of macaws occurs both in nature and
captivity, being one of the few species that can
produce viable, fertile offspring.
Hybrid macaws do not hold any scientific names
and are often labeled by the two macaw species
they are produced from.
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< Major Mitchell's Cockatoo *
leadbeateri

Lophocliroa

Hative to inland areas of Australia

Habitat: scrublands, savannas, and wooded grasslands, but
needs forested areas for nesting

Diet: seeds from melons, weeds, and pine trees; cereal grains;
and insect larvae.

Nesting: Females lay 2-5 eggs in a clutch, The incubation
jperiod is 23 to 30 days, and the young remain in the nest fora
period of six to eight weeks prior to fledging. The fledglings
continue to be fed, mostly by the male, for 8 more weeks.
Unlike other cockatoos, Major Mitchell's pairs will not nest
close to one another, so they cannot tolerate fragmented,
partly cleared habitats.

Interesting Facts:

= Life expectancy of 40 to 60 years in the wild; up to 80
years in captivity

They are weak fliers, and have a characteristic slow,
labored flight at a low altitude. They will often fly fora
short distance and rest before continuing their flight,

o Generally, keeps its crest flat, but it raises its conspicuous
crest to either attract a female or threaten a rival.
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Puma concolor coryi

‘Range & Habiat: Pura, cougar, mourtai fon, anthe and catamount ae all common rames for onespeces of whd cat,

Puma concalor. The speacies s 30 wide-Tanging and populous hers are 32 sub-species hat vry based on location. The

istorcrange of Puma corcsornciudes almost il of o and South Amesica. Duting the 18005 andeary 19008 e

- . spacies was makcously hunied and aimos evadcatedfom th easter Unied Sstes i one subapeces emains it

which there. N ¥ b 3 . i I cestom 5. the Fionda pantrer (Puma conoolrcory) Hwas o of e i pecies added o he S, Endagered

ik " y . 100 Flocida partherslef in e wi_ Ty e found i southem o 11
i 4 B swamplands such 8 Evergiades National Park and g Cypeess Natonal Preserve The specks i socrcaly endangered

Range & Habitat: Bobcats are siusive and noc rarely spotted ¢ ’ A\ ” y- e natits vinerabie o st aboutevery o threa - Fom habat o I cars and aven fne diseases

habitats as forests, swamps, deserts, and ven
inthe US. and has the greatest range of all nztive North American cals.

In the early to mid 1900s, bobcat populaions in many M ] ‘ y
mmm_nmwmawﬁm.m.mmm?ml?ﬁ ¢ y - 3 K 4
have rebounded since then. Today, ? . P %
many others. North American Wﬂm 5 LA "~ Lifespan: Fiorida Panthers ive 10-15 years ‘and may live longer in capiv.
25 ane millon cats in the Urited Staies alone,

sspas: Tre sverage Bobeats ' willaso s el o, rabbi
V fonger in captivity. - Food Sourve: Fivida panthers primri eat white-laied deer, but hey) "
- e DO taccoon, amacilo, binds snd offer aririals.

Food Source: iers huters, bobcats can kil ey moch bigger han hemseives
0465, i, squias, anc aer sl game. Boseats a1 s e s

onsme g i winker months, a3 wellas labs, pouy and you isnear. The
Bobcal hurks by e, bul elwers a deatiow wih ieaping pounc Mt can conar 10t (3 meters)

n 1983 the Florida Forest Senvice cerlfied 21 trees at Flamingo
Gardens as “Champion” frees, the fargest Irees of their species
in the State. Several of them may be the largest of their species
in the Unied States, but as they are non-nafive they are not
eligble for naonal cetficafion. Several of the trees have since
been lost Io senescence (old age), disease, or stom damage,
but other frees have been named champions in their place.




Please do not remove
Feathers, Seeds & Plants

from these botanical gardens.

- They may carry disease or parasites
harmful to you or native plants & animals
|  ormay be an invasive species.

Sy

RN

-
/
7
/A
E -
e {
- TRE)

Flamingo Gardens 3?50 South Flamingo Road Davie, FL 33330-1614 (954) 473-2955

Sources: https://www.flamingogardens.org/, https://www.flamingogardens.org/easy.html, https://www.flamingogardens.org/wildlife-encounter-shows.html, and
https://www.flamingogardens.org/new-projects.html.

Other topics about the Flamingo Gardens: Flamingo Gardens, The Gardens Revisited, The Wray Home, Tram Tour, and Big Bugs
Exhibit. Go to acuri.net: USA - Florida — Flamingo Gardens.

acuri.net John R. Vincenti Flamingo Gardens Flora and Fauna
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https://www.flamingogardens.org/
https://www.flamingogardens.org/wildlife-encounter-shows.html
https://www.flamingogardens.org/new-projects.html

