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Kathy DeFonso and Wendy Lockard
Volunteers at the Wray Home Museum (permission granted to post)
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Tha Wrags came to Florida for the first time in early 1929 and
Joved it 50 much that they moved here before the end of the
year. Mi. Wray bought 320 acres in the drained Everglasdes for
undiar §5 an acre o grow 2 new vatiety of summer orsngos. He
planted the first citrus tree in February 1927

The Wrays had s home in Hollywood, Florida, When they bought
y, the nearost road ended 4 mies away. By
inass had expanded, and the roads were «n.;m-a
i nd stayed here often
They built the Wray Home for business a
dm.‘zg the week and on weekands when they antartained guests.

so it quickly became: their second home in South Florida.

The dining room wall to the
right was the outside wall of
the ofiginal hame. It had two.
bedrooms, 4 bath, a kitchen, :
and the dining room ares. which
was an all-purpose room (office,
living room, and dining mcdﬂ.
After o fow years, they added &
gmall living roem
fireplace. You can
:::‘l-ﬂ inthe 19508 and
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Tour, Flora and Fauna, and Big Bugs Exhibit. Go to acuri.net: USA-Florida-Flamingo Gardens.

The Floyd and Jane Wray Home Museum

Time, planning, and support are important factors when you operate a
private not-for-profit organization. Being a former business counselor and
dealing mostly with non-profits, one can only appreciate the work to
maintain and grow such an organization. The Wray Home Museum, which
is the focal point of Flamingo Gardens has a marvelous group of staff and
volunteers that make such a place sustain itself and even grow.

Many years ago, after visiting Flamingo Gardens, my wife and | put a photo program, as
we call it, online on acuri.net, which emphasizes cultural and physical geography. It was
entitled “FlamingoGardens” within USA, state of Florida in acuri.net. That story and the building
has remained intact because the goal of the Wray Home Museum is to maintain and share the life of
the founders during the 1930s. We also got to meet several of the volunteers in the Home Museum,
delightful people at the registration area, the Tram, a lady who helped us find a place to dine, people
at the Flamingo Café, and finally the lady in alligator area who told the two ladies below at the
museum. All of them made our visit enjoyable. Other subjects: Flamingo Gardens Revisited, Tram



https://cdn.website-editor.net/dcb2270579134da18d99448109d32e03/files/uploaded/FlamingoGardens.pdf




Above photo of orange groves and workers-1930 in the museum
Below colorized version

Flamingo Gardens 3750 South Flamingo Road Davie, FL 33330-1614 (954) 473-2955
Sources: https://www.flamingogardens.org/, https://www.flamingogardens.org/new-projects.html, https://tclf.org/landscapes/flamingo-gardens,
https://www.cultureowl.com/miami/blogs/family/flamingo-gardens-one-of-the-oldest-botanical-gardens-in-florida, https://ahsgardening.org/wp-
content/pdfs/TAG_ND14 Flamingo Gardens.pdf, and https://tools.bgci.org/garden.php?id=1240.
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