
Zoo Miami 
  Once known as Miami MetroZoo or Miami‐Dade Zoological Park and Garden, Zoo Miami is Florida’s oldest and 

largest zoo covering approximately 800 acres.  This sub‐tropical park, the only one of its type found in the USA, includes 

over 3,000 animals. A ‘progressive’ no cage display of animals utilizes moats to ensure confinement. Once considered as 

one of the best in the country, hurricanes, including Andrew in 1992 and Irma in 2017, caused much damage to the park 

and it’s still recovering.  

  A monorail surrounds the park.  If you walked the park you would cover over 4 miles on its pathways. The park is 

set up in a geographic method, giving you the opportunity to learn about animals, reptiles and birds in distinct six 

continents with 36 projects.  It also is well signed to give you specific information about a display. 

   Historically the zoo began in 1948, known as Crandon Park Zoo on the island of Key Biscayne.  It consisted of 48 

acres.  The zoo relocated in 1980 to the former location of the Richmond Naval Air Station.   

Miami‐Dade County, which acquired the land from the federal government, designated approximately 400 acres 

for development, and the remainder to the zoo.  The zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and it 

includes over 100 exhibits with well‐trained staff.  



Zoo Miami includes the following exhibit areas:  Florida: Mission Everglades, Asia, Africa, Amazon and Beyond 

and Australia. Adjacent to Zoo Miami is South Florida’s Gold Coast Railroad Museum and the Miami Military Museum 

and Memorial.  

This photo program gives you only a snapshot of what you can see.  It is a worthwhile visit. Informational source:  

https://www.zoomiami.org/ 

 



  

Conservation and animal safety are primary.  Enjoy some beautiful flowers and a lake. 

A variety of events take place daily. Below is a reptile show with a Boa Constrictor. 
Boa Constrictors are endangered. They are powerful snakes that can grow up to 13 feet long and weigh more than 100 
pounds and can live in the wild up to 30 years.  They are nonpoisonous and can be found from Mexico southward into 
Central America. They use their sharp teeth to allow the snake to wrap around its prey and suffocate it.



 

  
Crocs, lizard, Iguana and snapping turtles. 



Florida: Mission Everglades

 
 

The Bear and Otter exhibits included very informative trainers. Meet Libby and Laurel. 

Black Bears are found in most states in the USA.  They can be brown or black. Libby and Laurel are 8 years old. They 
are 5.5 feet tall and weigh 200 pounds.  In the wild they can live 20 years, in a zoo their life span can be over 40 years. 
Trainers use positive reinforcement training to feed, and train them to move their bodies to help staff check for any 
changes.  Anesthesia is discouraged because of health after-effects.
 
 
 
 



Africa 



Australia’s Singing Dogs, Emu, Koala and Tree Kangaroo 

Hear the Singing Dogs in a duet, click “Singing Dogs” below Zoo Miami 

Other animals-birds spotted 
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